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E. C. Clark, Editor 


own thru the ages of time 

Winds a beautiful road of prophecy, 

‘Telling of God’s gift sublime, 

(Of a wondrous, redemptive plan of economy. 


|Finally thru a gorgeous plain 


Unfolding splendors reached Bethlehem, 


|Where a bright descending star had come, 
To reveal our heaven born King. 


There a Child was born unto us, 

There the Son of God to mankind given; 
To die on Calvary’s cross He must, 
Bringing God’s greatest gift to man. 


Oh, Prince of Life! Oh, Prince of Peace! 
Eternal life thou didst proclaim, 

That sinners from sin might be released, 
Through faith in Thine Own name. 


His name was called Emmanuel, 

Because God chose with us to dwell— 
Go forth, glad tidings in His name declare 
To the dying race of mankind everywhere. 
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The managers of the general work of The Church of God wh to ex- 
press our heartfelt thanks to the people everywhere for the kim way in 
Which they tiave stood by the work during this calendar year. 

In thiese times of depression, when many firms and busines& of dif- 
ferent kifids have failed for the lack of financial support, the gol, loyal 
people frfom all over the United States and the isles of the sea were the 
Church Work is established have proved their loyalty to God ad His 

much bey their hearty cooperation. We realize that many sacrifits have 
been made in order that the work of the Lord may continue. Thi surely 
will be rewarded when He comes to make up His jewels. 

May God’s richest blessings be upon every individual and ever home 
that has been so kind and loyal and thoughtful in helping in this ime of 
need. © 

~™We extend to all Christmas greetings. May you have a merry ‘hrist- 
(nas and a happy New Year is our prayer. 


S. W. LATIMER, General Overseer 
BE. C. CLARK, Editor & Publisher 
E. J. BOEHMER, Gen. Sec.-Treas. 


LETTER TO PASTORS AND EVANGELISTS 


We are beginning with this issue the Evan@l in its new form. We 
hope it will meet your approval in appearance , well as contents. We 
are asking you, and each of you, to cooperate wil us in a drive for 10,000 
new subscribers. We feel that this can be accongplished if everybody will 
work for the interest of the paper. We must, ifprder to hold the price 
down on the subscription rate, greatly increasefe circulation. If we do 
not increase our circulation we must increase tkM™gsubscription price; this 
we do not prefer and will only resort to it to savi foo great a loss. 

It is our aim to give more actual reading ma@fial as well as of a dif- 
ferent kind. We are discontinuing the publicatioi §§f death notices which 
will give more room for religious articles. We ha'@™been giving very suit- 
able premiums for certain numbers of subscriber; #escribed from time to 
time in the Evangel. Please cooperate with us in ti great drive. Ask your 
church and church public to subscribe for the pger. At the prices sub- 
mitted for the special edition containing material ir C. of G. Y. P. E., you 
would do well to order a quantity for sale throug@ Young People’s meet- 
ings at the special rate of 5c per copy for 12 copii or under, 4c per copy 
for 25 copies and under, 3c per copy in quantities ‘r 25. Our people need 
the paper for their general spiritual uplift and edijcation. Ask them to 
subscribe. 

Wishing you a merry Christmas and) a happy w Year. 


Faithfully, theg@ditor. 
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INTRODUCTION 


HOUGH the day Christmas as to its 
T origin and the day itself when 
Christ was actually born, may be sur- 
rounded with doubt and more or less un- 
certainty, it is a fact that He was born, 
and that He was destined to be and is 
now the Saviour of mankind. He 
has died and ascended and will in due 
course of time return to earth again to 
further and finish the work assigned 
Him, and that it is customary to say 
something of His earthly origin and work 
at Christmas time, we submit the fol- 
lowing broxen remarks which we hope 
will be at least helpful to those who may 
chance to read. 

Text, Isa. 9:6, “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a Son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 


THE WONDER OF PROPHECY 


The prophecy of our text was uttered 
about 740 years B.C. when Israel was 
tremendously backslidden and gone from 
God. The promise of a coming Redeemer 
and King was the purpose of God fer 
their return and deliverance. The con- 
federacy of Israel with other nations and 
her dependency upon them, together with 
her cleaving unto idolatrous worship, 
rendered the setting up of the Davidic 
kingdom under such circumstances im- 
possib_e at that time. However, God here 
promises that a child would be born un- 
to that nation unto whom He purposed 
to transfer the future of the nation of 
Israel. He was to be the incarnate one, 
a gift from heaven, “Son given” and ad- 
vanced to supreme rule and authority. 
“The government shall be upon his 
shoulder.” The apostate intermingling of 
Israel with other nations was here proph- 
etically declared ended, and that a 
“given Son” would advance the rule of 
His government which would eventually 
involve all nations. 


HIS DISTINGUISHED NAMES 


1. He shall be called Wonderful, from 
the Hebrew PELEO, something wonder- 
ful, admirable, a miracle of God. This is 
uniquely true, both as to the birth and 
whole life of Jesus Christ. Centuries have 
passed during which the incarnation has 
had its foes and its adherents; the form- 
er have constantly lost in conflict against 








E. C. Clark, Editor 
Him, while His admirers and followers 
have been blessed and have enjoyed holy 
anticipation and spiritual fervor. Jesus 
Christ and His message today carries th» 
same wondrous, miraculous attraction to 
the hungry-hearted inquirers. 

Christ is wonderful in all His make- 
up; (1) with respect to His deity, (2) to 
His human perfection. He is equally won- 


derful as a Prophet, Priest, and King; 
the writings and prophetic utterances 
concerning Him that await fulfillment 


are capable of arresting the attention of 

His hearers, and filling them with joy 

and hope of a coming kingdom. 
COUNSELLOR 

Our interests in confidential intercourse 
are involved in taking counsel from Him. 
When we are in distress or perplexity we 
may lay our case before Him with assur- 
ance of comfort and victory. Our diffi- 
culties and needs are met in Him with 
confidence through prayer, and are shar- 
ed by Him in deepest love and sympathy. 
There is a definite reason why we should 
take Christ for our Counsellor, and it is 
this, He alone is capable of giving the 
counsel we need. He it is that is declared 
to be the “truth and the life.” When we 
refuse to accept His counsel we shut out 
the only source of God to the human 
race. When He becomes our Counsellor 
our whole life is transferred to that 
blessed and noble life that He alone can 
impart. 

MIGHTY GOD 

To the child born unto us was ascribed 
the name “mighty God,” from the Hebrew 
El-gibber, meaning, a hero, a soldier. The 
meaning is very significant, since Israel 
was constantly overcome by her enemies 
and was seeking help from other na- 
tions. God in the person of “a child,” here 
mentioned, designed that He would over- 
come all Israel’s foes and that He would 
prove Himself to be a hero. He was God’s 
soldier and as head of the armies of God, 
He met the powers of darkness and de- 
feated them in prayer, obedience and 
death. 

He was the captain of our salvation to 
lead us in conflict against Satan. As a 
sacrifice living unto God, to atone for 
sin, He overwhelmingly satisfied the pur- 
pose of God. By His overcoming power 
and might He defeated our foes and im- 
parts unto His followers the same prom- 
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cA Ghristmas Sermon, ““Ghe Prince of Peace” 


ise of victory. In Isa. 7:14 His name is 
called Immanuel—“God with us.” In Je- 
sus Christ, born of the virgin, was an ac 
commodation of God to lift the human 
race out of the fall back unto Himself. 
“Forasmuch then as the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, he also him- 
self likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the 
devil,” Heb. 2:14. Jesus was both human 
and divine. No heavenly administrator 
clothed in splendor of glory and power 
could have properly entered into our 
needs and have so fully understood our 
imperfections as Jesus Incarnated. An- 
gels could have smitten us in vengeance, 
or we could have been overcome by de- 
spair because of our inability to conform 
to His ways and leadership, but the har- 
mony, order and arrangement of the Di- 
vine in the human effected a proper and 
thorough understanding, sympathy and 
leadership. Bound unto us by the human 
side, He could sympathize, forbear and 
love us as men. In His Deity He was ca- 
pable of making us overcomers and able 
to conform to the higher and greater de- 
mands of Divine order. To provide in hu- 
man form that sinless being that God de- 
sired man to be, was the object of the 
birth of Jesus Christ, that through Him 
God might impart spiritual life and 
bring the creation back to Himself. 
THE EVERLASTING FATHER 

If Jesus Christ was the “Son born un- 
to us,” the question naturally arises, How 
could He then be “the Everlasting Fa- 
ther’? Father is usually mentioned in 
connection with the first person, singu- 
lar, but here with the Son and yet a Fa- 
ther. The fact is, that as we were born 
of the flesh through Adam, he therefore 
became the father of our earthly beings; 
but since the fall through him he could 
not impart unto us ETERNAL LIFE, 
therefore, he was not and could not be 
an everlasting father. 

However, in Christ there was an ar- 
rangement for the creation to be reborn 
unto eternal life. In the lifting of the 
creation back into ETERNAL LIFE thru 
Him, He becomes to us “THE EVER- 
LASTING FATHER,” bringing life and 
salvation from sin, that we may through 
Him be born again unto ETERNAL 
LIFE. 


PRINCE OF PEACE 
With the creation alienated and es- 
(Continuen on page 27) 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 
When you renew your subscription please 
say “renewal.’’ When you subscribe, please 
say “new subscription.”’ 


INFORMATION—If you change your ad- 
dress, you should promptly notify us giving 
the old address and the new address. 

Always write names and addresses plain- 
ly. If we fail to get your name or address 
right, please notify us and we will take 
pleasure in making the correction. 

We will do our best to keep from making 
mistakes, but if we make a mistake, we will 
take pleasure in correcting it if you notify 
us, 

We invite all the workers to send us re- 
ports of interest from the battlefield, if noth- 
ing else, a postal card telling where you are 
this week. 

Help to make the Evangel a medium of in- 
formation as well as a spiritual blessing. 


A red mark appearing opposite your 
name and address signifies that your sub- 
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st Gditorials 


“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

* eee * 

There will be no issue of the Evangel 

the last week of December. 
* * * * € 

The New Year coming in on Sunday 
will afford a great opportunity for watch- 
night services on Saturday night. Try an 
all-night of prayer for the success of 
your local church, also the general needs 
of the Church at large. 

** ke * * 

Reports of many good revivals are com- 
ing in, which is a contribution of the 
faithfulness of a loving God and Savior 
toward His people. Missionaries are en- 
tering new fields of labor, we confiden- 
tially expect this to be the greatest year 
in the history of the Church of God in 
mission fields. 

oecn 0 0 

Missionaries are also active in the 
homeland, perhaps I should use the word 
evangelists; at any rate, they are enter- 
ing new states and fields of labor, which 
we expect to result favorably. 

*x* keke * *€ 
PALESTINE 

The Jewish Chronicle states that, “Par- 
ticular progress is noted in the orange 
industry, 3,452,000 cases having been ex- 
ported in the 1931-32 season to March, 
1932, with a value of 1,639,000 pounds 
(or nearly $11,000,000 at today’s ex- 
change), double that of 1931. There were 
no bank failures, and only one credit co- 
operation society was liquidated. Exports 
of manufactured articles also mMecreased 
except soap, which was hard hit because 
of tariff measures in Egypt, the principal 
market. 

Among interesting recent developments 
noted in the report is the export of grape- 
fruit, which increased from 21,000 in 
1927-28 to 27,000 in 1930-31.” 


ese *£ * & 


BANK FAILURES 
Thomas W. Lamont says, speaking of 
the years 1921-31, “In that period there 
has been total bank failures aggregating 


9,285, with deposits thus tied up, or in 
part dissipated, of $4,278,000,000. Of this 
total only 1,698 banks were members of 
the Federal Reserve, and almost four 
and one half times aS many; namely, 
7,587 banks, were outside the system. In 
the years of 1930-31 alone the bank fail- 
ures totaled 3,643.” Multiplied thousands 
of people have suffered tremendous loss- 
es and disappointments through such 
failures. Jesus said, “Lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven, where neither 
rust nor moth doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal.” 
REMEMBER 

Remember the mission cause through 
the holidays. Also remember the or- 
phans, and provide treasures in heaven. 

**e * & 
APOSTASY 

The findings of the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of Los Angeles, California, after 
a nine months’ research in that city, ac- 
cording to “The Watchman-Examiner,” 
reports that “there are 120 pagan societ- 
ies holding meetings regularly in Los 
Angeles, teaching and practicing various 
hybrid philosophies largely based on 
Hinduism. Rosa Crucianism has a larger 
following than the largest evangelical 


church in the city. 
*e* ke & 


“Ghe Ghurch of God 
Evangel 


We thought an explanation of the dc- 
sign on the front cover of the new Evan- 
gel would be very timely. Since the Evan- 
gel is the official organ of the Church 
of God, used as a means whereby it 
seeks to edify and safeguard the spiritual 
welfare of its members, and that from 
time to time it must necessarily, to per- 
form such functions, carry messages con- 
cerning the doctrine and practices of the 
Church itself, therefore, we have tried to 
make this cover in keeping with tre 
Bible itself, which alone is authority for 
the name “Church of God.” 

FIRST EVANGEL 


-The Evangel was first published Mar. 
1, 1910, bearing the title of “The Evening 
Light and Church of God Evangel.” The 
paper still continues to carry messages 
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of evening light, but in a broader and 
better sense it is the Church of God Evan- 
gel, carrying the good news of the fact 
that Jesus has died for the lost human 
race and that God has originated and set 
in order a divine institution known from 
the Scriptures as the Church of God. 


PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE 
TRUTH 

Turning to 1 Tim. 3:16, the Apostle 
Paul here declares that, “The House of 
God is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth.” The 
word pillar comes from the Greek word 
siulos, which means a pillar, a column, a 
support. What we have here is a simple 
fact that, the Church of God is the PIL- 
LAR that supports the truth. It is the 
divine institution that God has chosen tu 
support the truth against perversion and 
error. It is here further declared to be 
the “ground of the truth.” The Greek 
work for “ground” comes from hedrai- 
oma, or heirs, meaning a base, a founda- 
tion, a seat, a chair, 2. A seat, abode, 
especially of the gods. From this we 
learn that behind, and which is the ac- 
tive agency directing the Church of God, 
is God Himself, from whom _ proceeds 
truth and love, which is the principal 
message of the Word of God itself. The 
Chureh of God was chosen of God after 
Israel’s failure to carry the message of 
salvation to a lost world in sin. It is, 
therefore, not only the PILLAR that sup- 
ports the truth, but it is the “GROUND” 
of the truth itself, for which truth is her- 
alded. Its inspired message of truth pro- 
ceeds from the throne of God itself, which 
was given by and through His own Son 
Jesus Christ, who is declared in Eph. 
2:20 to be the “chief corner stone.” Matt 
16:18. He is that stone and foundation 
by which all men must square’ them- 
selves in judgment. He is furthermore 
that foundation from sin. With Him, and 
who equally constituted and laid the foun- 
dation of the Christian religion, were 
the twelve apostles, who were also proph- 
ets. The word for foundation ag used 
here comes from the Greek word Theme- 
lio, which means a foundation in elemen- 
tary instruction; a foundation of faith as 
mentioned in Heb. 6:1, a foundation as 
laid in the commencement of the preach- 
ing of the gospel. That is, the Church of 
God is built upon the doctrines, faith 
and practices of Jesus Christ and His 
apostles. However, we must first con- 
sider the fact that the tenets of faith, 
doctrine and practice were first estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ Himself, there- 
fore, He is the chief corner stone, and 
also the first foundation or support of 
all. Turning to 1 Cor. 3:10 we are told 
that, “as a wise masterbuilder, I have 
laid the foundation.” In verse 11 we 
learn that ‘other foundation can no man 
lay than that which is laid, which is Je- 
sus Christ.” The truth as it is in Jesus, 
and as revealed of God through Him, is 
the only foundation that can _ be laid. 
Therefore, all revelation and scriptural 
growth in knowledge of Him, regardless 
through whom revealed or given, was 
only a continuation of the embodiment 


(Continued on page 30) 
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THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


“he Birth of “ehe Babe 


Ss. W. 


A® it came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heaven- 
ly host praising God.” Luke 2:1, 11-13. 

Once again we are to celebrate the 
Birthday of our Savior. Criticism has 
been offered by some devout Christians 
claiming that this is of pagan origin, or 
that in the earlier existence of the Catho- 
lic church this celebration was originat- 
ed. It began with the eve of Dec. 24, call- 
ed Christmas Eve, and continued until 
Epiphany, Jan. 6, the whole period being 
called Christmas tide. It is more particu- 
larly observed on Dec. 25, which is call- 
ed Christmas Day. As to whether our 
Lord’s birth occurred on Dec. 285, 
ancient authorities are not agreed. Clem- 
ent of Alexander says that some place it 
on April 20, others on May 20, while 
Epiphanius states that in Egypt Jesus 
was believed to have been born on Jan. 
6. Chrysostom, in a Christmas sermon, 
A.D. 386, said, “It is not ten years since 
this day was clearly known to us, but it 
has been known from the beginning to 
those who dwelt in the West. The whole 
Western church unanimously agreed up- 
on this date, Dec. 25.” 

Several non-Christian elements have 
crept into the observance of Christmas. 
The use of lighted tapers reminds us of 
the Jewish feast of purification. The ex- 
cess of the use of wine and intoxicating 
liquors is so foreign to the celebration of 
this sacred day. Dances and revelries of 
a worldly nature are truly out of har- 
mony. Even if those who are not so de- 
vout indulge in these sinful practices and 
customs, I do not feel that it should bar 
those who want to honor the birth of Je- 
sus and in memory of God’s gift to the 
world make others happy by presenting 
presents, also in divine worship. It has 
always been a strange thing to me why 
some would want to cut this celebration 
entirely out because of the sinful prac- 
tices of those who are not true followers 
of Jesus. I know it is true that the Catho- 
lics have great mass meetings and have 
forms of worship on that day, while in 
their doctrine, tenents, and teaching 
they have apostatized and gone away 
from the true custom. At the same time 
this does not hinder me from wanting 
to praise God and do something to make 
my friends happy on this day. 

Of Herod’s treacherous dealing with 


the young children of that time after the 
visit of the wise men, possibly the Ro- 


Latimer, General Overseer 


man records would give approximately 
some date, but I feel sure that this, the 
25th day of December, is the nearest 
right of any date that could be selected 
to celebrate the Birthday of Jesus. Christ- 
mas is the one unique birthday of record- 
ed time; unique as respects the Babe 
who was born on this first Christmas 
Day in the long ago; a child of flesh and 
blood, born of woman, crying, smilinz, 
hungry, human, and yet unlike and dif- 
ferent from any baby in the manner of 
His coming, who has for the first time 
opened His eyes on this strange earth of 
ours; unique was this wonderful Baby 
in the manner of His coming, but yet 
completely human. “For both he _ that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified 
are of one; for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren.” Mys- 
tery of mysteries, having a unique mis- 
sion, a mission of redemption related to 
the ages before His birth and to all the 
races of mankind, a mission which was 
held within the eternal purpose of God 
from the beginning. 

Why should it be thought a thing in- 
credible, without intermediary human 
agency this Babe should have come into 
our human environments by the imme- 
diate touch of the power of God? Such a 
child with such a mission! The dearest 
of all! It is good tidings indeed to have 
been told that this long looked for Mes- 


siah had actually come, hope long de- 
ferred attains its fruition. 
“Unto you is born.” We are not so 


much concerned as to the circumstances 
Or manner of His coming. Has He been 
born? It is the historic Christ whose ar- 
rival the angels proclaimed. You can 
touch the baby hands. He is an object 
of flesh and blood. “Art thou he wno 
should come?” asked the doubting proph- 
ets. Following Him from the manger all 
thru His life He bore the very fruits and 
signs of all the prophets concerning Him. 
He began both to do and to teach and to 
so wonderfully influence the select com- 
pany of His apostles that one of them 
shall say, speaking for the others, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ 
This has been an inspiration and a bless- 
ing to thousands of hearts. 


Here is One at last who is doing, and 


has been doing all thru the centuries, 
that which none other has attempted; 
namely, the saving of souls from sin. 


Prior to His coming the beasts could not 
fully atone for sin-stricken humanity, 
whose bodies were burned as a sacrifice 
and their blood was sprinkled on the al- 
tar resulting in little more than improv- 
ed moral and mental environment. Phi- 
losophers, historians, and many men of 
noble character had commented on the 
sins of the inner man. Many sacrifices 
and ceremonies had been gone thru with, 





but men found themselves still in that 
awful grip of sin. He came bringing to 
us, not the glory of Greece or the gran- 
deur of Rome, but the consciousness of 
sins forgiven, in the recovery of moral 
self-respect. Judaism with its laws and 
precepts of righteousness could not do 
more than discover and reveal sin, leav- 
ing mcn helpless in its conscious grip 
and its terrible results. “What the law 
could not do in that it was weak thru 
the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of flesh and for sin, con- 
demnecd sin in the flesh.” He did not deal 
with symptoms but strikes at the disease 
itself. He did not announce a program 
or some little plan or readjustment or 
customs or forms. “I have come that ye 
might have life and have it more abun- 
dantly.” 

We hear Paul say, “By the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus, he hath 
made me free from the law of sin and 
death.” He is truly a wonderful, person- 
al Savior, so we can herald good tidings 
of great joy to all people. Oh, this was 
a wonderful, glorious announcement 
which came ringing from the skies on 
that eve while the shepherds were watch- 
ing their flocks by night. One of the 
electric dynamos of Heaven shone down 
thru the skies, the angel descended and 
made the announcement to this humble 
crowd of shepherds, “There is born unto 
you this day in the city of David a Sav- 
iour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

This is a semi-tropical country and 
even if it was in December, the green 
grass of the fields was growing and the 
hills were red with poppies. Imagine 
what a beautiful scene! The whole earth 
lit up with the glory of God. Strange in- 
deed, this wonderful announcement! At 
the close of the angel’s message the heay- 
enly choir began singing the first Christ- 
mas carol. Thousands of songsters have 
sung until their audience was thrilled 
with joy, but I imagine no one has ever 
been able to sing with the sweet harmony 
that brings to the human _ heart such 
thrills of heavenly glory as_ did this 
heavenly choir, 

Th-se men were told where Jesus was 
born and when the lights had faded and 
the singing ceased these shepherds were 
stirred with joy and gladness and went 
immediately into the city to find this 
wonderful Baby. It seems that of all the 
unreasonable things, it is that poor, fal- 
len men would denounce the virgin birth 
and turn into the dark night of sin after 
all this miraculous happening that proves 
so clearly and so unmistakably the divin- 
ity of Jesus Christ. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S 
INFANCY 
At first sight it seems unworthy of the 
(Continued on page 31) 





Music 


Bentley C. Robinson 


KF: some time I have been impress- 
ed to write on this theme. Since go- 
ing over the country teaching singing 
and seeing the need of better music and 
singing I am convinced that there should 
be more time given in our conventions to 
the advancement of better music and 
singing. 

Now, I don’t mean to say we do not 
have good singing, for in some of the 
churches they have as good singing as 
can be had but not so with the majority, 
for many of our churches have never 
had a singing school. I speak this to 
their shame. And in many such churches 
you won’t find a person that knows 
music. Maybe the pianist or organist 
doesn’t know a note in the book. Now I 
don’t mean this for hurtful criticism but 
it’s time we were moving up on such 
lines. 

So much for that. We’ll now endeavor 
to get to the subject proper. Music is 
quite an interesting study. So many dif- 
fer as to what music is. That which is 
music to one is not to another. Therefore 
it seems sometimes that any kind of 
sound is music if one thinks it is. 

The story is told of an old lady who 
belonged to a sect whose preachers had 
a peculiar accent to their speech. One 
day her son came in and said, “Oh, I be- 
lieve I’m called to preach.” The old moth- 
er said, “Well, son, get upon that there 
box and try it and if you are called to 
preach I can surely tell.” The boy climb- 
ed upon the box and recited a little poem 
with very much stress with that well 
known accent. “That sounds just like 
preaching, you must be called to preach,” 
said the mother. That was her idea as to 
what preaching was. So people have their 
ideas as to what music is. We all have 
our ideas and dislikes but we should, I 
think, learn to appreciate a variety of 
music, 

The trouble with too many of the 
Church of God folks and more so among 
some other Pentecostal movements is 
that they cater too much to the jazzy 
kind of music and they can’t appreciate 
real music. Music is, as one noted doctor 
of music said, a combination of melody 
and harmony regulated by the laws of 
rhythm and form, which I think is a 
complete definition. But let’s study these 
to better understand what music is. MEL- 
ODY is a succession of tones that makes 
a tune. HARMONY istwoormore tones 
sounded at the same time making what 
is known as a chord. RHYTHM is a reg- 
ular succession of pulsations commonly 
known as time. FORM is the manner in 
which it is written or performed, etc. 


When one or more of those properties 
are omitted you don’t bave real music 
or if one overbalances the other you do 
not have the right effect. 

Too many times in our services we 
have more noise and rhythm than we 
have melody and harmony. Now the rea- 
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son for this is that they can’t carry all the 
parts, bass, tenor, alto and soprano, 
therefore they have no harmony so they 
cater to rhythm. 


Rhythm has an effect that is very 
strange. The heathens in their idol wor- 
ship beat drums and symbols, etc. and 
they get under a strange influence and 
have queer manifestations. I have known 
people who attended our meetings who 
would get under some kind of an influ- 
ence when there was a flow of rhythm 
and would shout, dance and jerk and it 
would be a proven fact that they were 
living immoral at the time. And you will 
notice that it is usually this kind who 
want that kind of music and are not 
satisfied if they can’t get up a jazzy, 
noisy flow.of rhythm. And another thing, 
that kind of a person doesn’t care what 
the words of the song are. It may be 
some little rhyme that has no grammati- 
cal sense to it or a theme that misap- 
plies the Scripture. Just so the rhythm 
is there he can shout. So we have very 
little right to complain if the hypocrite 
shouts if we furnish the rhythm. Now I 
know to try to adjust a matter of this 
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kind is as one sober thinking man told 
me, like trying to kill a fly on a baby’s 
nose with a sledge hammer. You will kill 
the baby and the fly will get away. Some 
will say they had rather have a little 
wild fire than no fire at all. Now I am 
here to say we don’t need any wild fire 
and let me say again we don’t have to 
have wild fire to have the real fire. 

We do not know when music originat- 
ed but we have an account in Gen. 4:21 
of a man whose name was Jubal whv 
was the father of all such as handle the 
harp and organs. In Ex. 15:1 we find 
Moses and the children of Israel sang a 
song. (I don’t know the tune they used.) 
In the 20th verse we read where Miriam, 
Aaron’s sister, and all the women 
went out with timbrels and dances. 
In the golden age of Hebrew music David 
had four thousand singers. These were 
divided into choruses, one hundred fifty- 
four to the chorus and twelve trained 
men over each chorus. That was system 
and training, was it not? The notation 
they used is little known but they had 
some kind of way to learn to sing. In 
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Christmas 


Christmas, beloved time of the year, 

Christmas, a glad time of laughter and cheer, 
When the.old folks rejoice and the youngsters too, 
While each one receives a gift that is new. 


Why do we have Christmas and why do we give? 
Why celebrate thus in the land where we live? 
Why should we rejoice on this cold winter day? 
Oh! listen, I’ll tell you, we hear a voice say. 


’Tis a sweet but sad story, how long years ago, 

God saw poor lost men in their sins bowing low, 

And gave His own Son to redeem us from sin 

And the night of His birth was when Christmas began. 


May our minds travel back to that one silent night, 
When the wise men and shepherds followed aright 
That bright eastern star to the place where Christ lay, 
Sweet, Holy Infant asleep on the hay. 


Because there was no room at the inn, it is said, 
Mary and Joseph near the kine made their bed, 
Where Jesus was born, little Bethlehem stranger, 
Came here a great King tho’ His bed was a manger. 


When the wise men entered and behold there He lay, 

In swaddling clothes wrapped as the angel did say, 

They bowed down and worshipped and each his gift brought, 
told, frankincense and myrrh, for they found whom they sought. 


Though long years ago, this all happened it’s true, 
It can never grow old, it remains ever new, 

Each year we repeat it o’er and o’er to all men 
Telling each generation how Christmas began. 


Now if on this Christmas a gift you would bring, 
Something to please our most Holy King, 

Just give Him yourself to never more roam, 

For all heaven rejoices when a sinner comes home. 


Mrs. Clyde Pennington, Tralee, W. Va. 
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“Ghe Star of Bethlehem 
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W. B. Sumner, Suiphur Springs, Fla. 


event of our Lord coming into the 
world, it makes me feel glad. I think of 
that young mother that gave birth to 
that dear child in the manger. Such a 
birth was no uncommon thing among 
the poorer classes and yet heaven never 
bent over with such interest as it did 
over that unconscious Babe as it lay up- 
on its mother’s breast. 


A S OUR MIND goes back to the great 


The heaven’s were quiet above. The in- 
mates of the low inn slumbered peace- 
fully. The shepherds were dreaming, free 
from care, amid their flock on the hill- 
sides, and all nature was at rest. But 
suddenly a change! Mysterious  influ- 
ences were in the air. The shepherds on 
the hillside and the people in the valley 
came forth to gaze on the sky. A sound 
was about them as if it were the passage 
of swift wings all sweeping onward to 
one place. It was dark and there arose 
a new star and the beholders began to 
wonder what it meant. Oh, but listen! 
There it stood, beautiful and _ bright, 
pointing to that slumbering Babe. As the 
shepherds turned in alarm one to the 
other hesitating as to what to do, an an- 
gel hovered above them saying, “Fear 
not: for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy,*which shall be to all peo- 
ple. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David, a Savior which is Christ 
the Lord.” And suddenly crowds and 
crowds of radiant beings swept around 
them singing, “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good-will to 
men.” Oh! how that glorious anthem 
rose and fell along the Judean moun- 
tains! Glory to God in the highest! Ex- 
ultant shouts from that heavenly host 
burst forth again and again on the ear. 
With that shout and that song on their 
lips the host of glad angels wheeled away 
to heaven and all was still again. 


But the star was still shining, and the 
shepherds and wise men from afar, guid- 
ed by its finger of light, came to where 
the Infant was in the manger and wor- 
shipped Him there. The wise and the 
proud were there kneeling. Angels had 
been there adoring. The son of God was 
there sleeping in the human mother’s 
arms. The stable was greater than the 
palace of a king for its manger cradled 
the King of kings, Emmanuel, Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, Prince of Peace, Redeem- 
er, Savior of men, all embraced in the 
helpless Infant. There He lay, calm, fair 
and lovely. The companion of cattle and 
yet the Maker of the earth and the Be- 
loved of heaven—the Son of a carpenter 
and the Son of God. A few hours meas- 
ured its existence and yet He lived be- 
fore the stars of God, born to die, He was 
still the Conqueror of death. 


No wonder that star beamed on His 


face, for it was pointing to the great so- 
lution of the problem of life. For four 
thousand years the world had summoned 
its thoughts and exhausted its wisdom 
on the single question, How shall man 
be just with God? From the borders of 
deserted Eden, from the top of Mount 
Ararat, from the Bethel of Abraham, and 
from the tents of Jacob the sacrific- 
ial flame burned skyward in vain. The 
priests of Aaron had stood before the al- 
tar and struggled for ages with the 
mighty problems and now the “Star of 
Bethlehem” pointed to that Babe as the 
solution. 


The long wanderings of the Hebrews, 
the imposing ceremonies of their reli- 
gion, the ark of God, the mercy seat, the 
temple worship—what did they all mean? 
That silent star furnished the reply. Al- 
tars and sacrifices, prayers and proph- 
ecies all were to end here. For four thou- 
sand years the earth had been rolling 
on its axis to bring about one event and 
this was its accomplishment.The Jew with 
histemple worship, the pagan with heathen 
rites and gods, the philosopher with his 
reasons and the poet with his imagina- 
tion had pondered for ages over it. Oh, 
what a bitter disappointment to be told 
that the King of glory, the Redeemer of 
Israel, the hope of the human hearts 
was in that Infant. Life and immortality 
are brought to life in that manger, so 
speaxs the ever-beaming star. 


Oh! how I praise God for the Star of 
Bethlehem and most of all for the Babe 
that was born in the manger. No wonder 
the angels sang that song, “Glory to God 
in the highest.” Kneel there with thy 
soul which has fallen back exhausted 
from the great heights it has endeavor- 
ed to climb unaided; fling thy philoso- 
phy, thy pride and fears away and let 
the light of that wondrous Star gladden 
thy spirit. Not only will it gladden thy 
spirit, but thank God, it also sheds light 
on the grave of the body, casts the first 
rays that ever fell within its dark and 
voiceless chambers. It said as it shone, 
“Behold, the resurrection and the life. 
There is the firstfruits of them _ that 
sleep.” To the whole creation, travailing 
in pain and groanings—waiting for the 
redemption of the body, it said, “Be still, 
that Babe shall open the portals of death 
and lead captivity captive.” 


Two great events mark the long history 
to the earth. One is the coming of Christ 
in a human form as the “Babe of Bethle- 
hem to save and redeem,” the other is 
to be His coming in the plentitude of His 
power to judge the world. A single star 
arose and beamed on His birth. At His 
second appearance the stars of heaven 
shall be quenched, the sun be turned to 
darkness and the moon into blood. 





Bethlehem 


E. L. Simmons 


if was a beautiful morning of August, 
28, 1929. The sun was shining out of a 


cloudless sky upon the beautiful hills of 
old Judea making it a wonderful day for 
sight-seeing. For six days we had been 
under curfew in Jerusalem, for the Jews 
and Arabs had been at arms. Many Jew- 
ish colonies had been almost annihilated 
and hundreds of people were killed. But 
on this beautiful day we were to forget 
the calamity of war and take a trip to 
the birthplace of the Prince of Peace. 

Leaving Jaffa gate on the south of Je- 
rusalem we crossed the Valley of Hinnom 
just below the pool of Bihon, then over 
the Hill of Evil Council. It was on this 
hill that tradition says Judas committed 
suicide. A very old tree with a limb ex- 
tending out over a cliff is pointed out 
as the scene of this tragedy. It is called 
the Judas tree. South of this we entered 
the plain of Rephaim or Valley of the 
Giants It was here that the children of 
Anak lived and where the decisive bat- 
tle between Israel and the Philistines, 
in which David slew Goliath, was fought. 
Just a little farther and we came to the 
Well of the Magi. It is located on the left 
of the road and has no particular signi- 
ficance other than that which tradition 
associates with it. From this we learned 
that the wise men lost view of the star 
while at Jerusalem but that when they 
came to this well to drink and _ give 
water to their camels they saw the re 
flection of the guiding star in the well. 

Oh, what a contrast was the journey 
of those wise men to ours! Theirs was 
on a beautiful starlit night, ours the 
bright sunshiny day. Their trip was made 
on ships of the desert, while ours was 
made by automobile. We found our way 
over a well marked highway, but they 
were guided by a radiant star. The at- 
mosphere in which they traveled was 
prophetic for they were in search of the 
hope of the world. Ours was historic for 
we sought to see where He had been 
born. 

Beyond the well and on the right we 
came to the tomb of Rachel. From this 
place we had a beautiful view of the town 
of Bethlehem and truly a beautiful view 
it was. It must have been even a more 
wonderful picture to the wise men sil- 
houetted against the sky of a cloudless 
night. Then as we look to the right or 
left we see the fields where Ruth glean- 
ed after the reapers. Farther in the dis- 
tance we can see the hills among which 
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“Go ye therefore, 
and teach all na- 
tions.” 





As God is so forcibly impressing this 
subject on my mind, I feel that I must 
write about it. For a scripture lesson 1] 
will use the following: “For who hath 
despised the day of small things?” Zech. 
4:10. 

Now some may wonder how I could 
even get a’ thought from this verse on 
such a great subject, but friends, it’s the 
liitle things that make up the big things. 
We can’t all be Pauls, neither can we do 
the great things that some of our most 
talenied minisiers of today are doing, but 
we all have a part in this great work. 
Each one has a commission to carry the 
gospel. We may not feel the call to the 
foreign fieids, but we can be a messenger 
for the Lord. In our daily walk of life we 
meet with unsaved people. All around us 
are perishing, dying souls. That perhaps 
is our field of labor. We should tell them 
that the debt has been paid and that 
freedom comes when they accept Jesus. 
If we can’t get out on the field we can 
be a home missionary. There are many 
ways in which we can give out the gos- 
pel at home. 

Don’t despise the day of small things. 
Because you failed to receive five tal- 
ents, don’t think you need not use the 
one that you have. Ask God to anoint 
you and start you out to say a word to 
some weary soul. What we do must be 
done quickly. Behold, the fig trees, when 
they now shoot forth ye see and know 
of your ownselves that summer is nigh 
at hand; so likewise ye when ye see 
these things come to pass, know ye that 
the kingdom of God is near. 

We are living in awful days. I believe 
the ushering in of a new dispensation is 
at hand. Every sign points to the soon 
coming of J.sus but much is yet to be 
done in carrying this gospel to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. Many tribes and 
heathen villages, as well as the cities, 
have never been reached and, oh, the 
need, the tremendous need of a greater 
missionary spirit among our _ people! 
When we look around on this great world 
that lies in wickedness with its darkness 
and sin, its suffering, sickness, sorrow 
and strife, and when we consider the few 
servants of God who have answered the 
call and are faithfully seeking the lost 
and feeding the hungry on the foreign 
fields, also the evangelists, pastors and 
Christian workers who are carrying the 
load in our own homeland, surely we rec- 
ognize the need of being at our best for 
God and helping in this last great con- 
flict. If we could but see the joy of the 
Lord in the hearts of the saved heathens, 
what changes God has wrought in their 
lives, I’m sure we would begin to realize 
in a measure the distinctive privilege we 
have in our missionary work, and I feel 
that more hearty and united giving to 
missions would grip our hearts and cause 
us to put forth extra efforts and become 
thoroughly enthusiastic in the great 
work. 
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“Go ye into all 
the world, and 
preach the gospel 
to every creature. 





Tue Macedonian call is going up from 
every land. There never was a time when 
the world was more awakened to the need 
of help than they are today; the fields 
were never more in need of reapers than 
they are now. We should no longer stana 


. with our minds absorbed in the earth and 


earihly things but we should lift up our 
eycs and look on the fields for they are 
now white unto harvest. The time has 
come that we should realize that there 
is something better than silver and gold 
and earthly treasures, Multiplied thou- 
sands are going to Christless graves with 
no one to tell them about Jesus. Oh, if 
we could only get the thought of the 
value of an immortal soul, and realize 
that today is the time to invest for eter- 
nity in something that felonies won’t de- 
vour! We are standing on the shores of 
time. Tomorrow Jesus may come. What 
are we doing toward finishing up the 
work that He has assigned to us? God 
help us. I’ll tell you, friends, that some- 
thing within that I can’t explain aas 
gotten hold on me concerning missions 
to the extent that I can’t refrain from 
writing. 

One part of our work is to stir people 
up and that’s what I’m endeavoring to 
do. I will have to confess that I haven’t 
been stirred heretofore as I should per- 
haps, but since coming away from the 
Assembly this time (and it seemed that 
if was the greatest one I’ve ever attend- 
ed) I’ve been thinking over the many 
soul stirring messages and especially the 
one by Brother Ellis to the ministry. He 
surely made us realize the responsibility 
that lays upon us as ministers of the gos- 
pel. He made us see that the millions of 
ea-th’s inhabitants today depend upon 
our faithfulness to God. May the Lord 
help us to launch out in every direction. 
Great stretches of unoccupied territory is 
before us, even in our own homeland, 
saying nothing of the foreign fields. 
“Come over and help us” is the cry from 
so many different places. Dear souls, let 
us awake from our sleep and may God 
put such a burning passion in our hearts 
for lost souls till we will be willing to 
step out on His Word and say, Here am 


I, send me. 


It was very encouraging to listen to 
the reports from our missionaries at the 
Assembly and yet their appeals were so 
touching that naturally tears filled the 
eyes of almost the entire audience. Oh 
you could see that holy zeal for God in 
their faces, and they didn’t seem to know 
any retreat, but friends, they are mak- 
ing the supreme sacrifice of their lives 
for the cause we all love. When I read 
Brother Raney’s article in the Evangel] 
of Nov. 26, about their trip over to the 
Bahamas and what a rough voyage it 
was and how sick they were, I just had 
to breathe a prayer for them before I 
even laid the paper down, and then whep 
I read Sister Beard’s piece and how they 
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sacrificed to go with Brother Blooming- 
dale to Prince Edward Island, and on, 
my heart was touched as she told of the 
Sister Dorsett and family having nothing 
to eat but potatoes and salt for three 
weeks at a time I said, Surely God will 
bless people who are willing to make the 
sacrifice that those people are making. 
God help us to cheer them on by offer- 
ing our prayers in their behalf and giv- 
ing of our means. Neglect means failure 
and loss. Souls will not only be lost but 
we Will lose our reward and miss some 
of tHe blessings that await those who 
obey the Lord. Let us accept by faith the 
many opportunities and pray and give 
and because we can’t give the dollars per- 
haps as we used to, let us remember the 
widow’s mite and the blessing she receiv- 
ed. 


Lct me repeat, The little things make 
big things. Just think what one five 
cents from the more than forty thousand 
members of the Church of God would 
mean. Oh, dear souls, we are in a great 
battle and God will give the victory if 
we are faithful and do our duty, but I see 
no promise for those who are indifferent 
and do nothing. There is no limit to what 
the Church of God people could do if we 
would quit talking hard times and put 
our shoulders to the wheel. Our Father 
is rich. He owns the cattle on a thousand 
hills. Bless His name! He is the same 
yesterday, today and forever, so friends, 
let_us listen to the call as it comes so 
loud and clear and if we can’t do any- 
thing else, we can rush to our secret 
closets and supplicate to the throne of 
grace for a worldwide missionary spirit 
by which thousands of souls shall be won 
for Christ and the Church of God. Pray 
that every need may be supplied and that 
means may be available to herald _ this 
great message to the ends of the earth 
as never before, and that the Church may 
be successful along every line of activity. 
Amen.—Mary L. Tidwell, Richey, Miss. 


WHAT SEEST THOU? 


By John Grant Newman, D.D. 


How easy ’tis to watch a raging storm, 

But later, fail to see the iris bow! 

Or, after dark, forget the sunset’s glow; 

To miss the rose, and pluck the stinging 
thorn! 

Some see no charming beauty anywhere; 

Though God hath painted land and arch- 


ing sky. 
And, some know what is good; but fee- 
biy try 
To win that priceless gem, by toil and 
prayer. 


A fairer view by far there is for you: 

See thou the pure; devoutly love the 
true; 

For what you fondly love, that you shall 
be. 

Life lives on “loves”; and “loves” reveal 
the life; 

Hence, loving wrong is courting endless 
strife. 

This forceful truth a blinded eye may 


see.—Sel. 
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 


OUR OLD FRIENDS 

We especially want to greet our old 
friends and subscribers, those who have 
stood by us so faithfully in the last three 
years in sending out the “Lighted Path- 
way.” We are sure the Lord will abun- 
dantly bless you. You have written your 
names in gold on the pages of our mem- 
ory, and shall not be forgotten. “A friend 
in need is a friend indeed.” We wish we 
could mention each of your names and 
express our appreciation individually, 
but for lack of space it will be impos- 
sible. We hope and pray that you will be 
delighted with the change and that you 
will be as loyal in working and praying 
for the Evangel as you were for The 
Lighted Pathway. Again we say, God bless 
you. 





OUR NEW FRIENDS 

We also extend greetings to our new 
friends whom we have not met through 
The Lighted Pathway. We are glad tp) 
have a place in the Evangel, with its 
many subscribers, so that we may reach 
out into new fields and make new ac- 
quaintances, Our greatest desire is to be 
a blessing to the young people with all 
of their perplexing problems. We want 
to serve you in any way that we can. If 
we can advise you in any way through 
correspondence, in regard to your prob- 
lems, we will be glad to do so, provided 
you enclose a three cent stamp. Pray 
much and work hard to get the Evangel 
into the homes of the people. God bless 
you. 

Please send all subscriptions, orders 
for rolls and any message pertaining to 
the business part of the paper to the 
Church of God Publishing House, 2524 
Gaut St., Cleveland, Tennessee. Any ord- 
ers sent to us will be delayed and will 
be extra expense also. 

All material for the young people’s de- 
partment should be sent to the editor of 
this department, Alda B. Harrison, 504 
W. Main St., Jonesboro, Tenn. Also any 


back payments on Lighted Pathway rolls 
should be sent to this address. 
Please do not forget that your remit- 


tance is badly needed as we must settle 
with the Publishing House. 


We are glad to see Florida starting off 
with enthusiasm for the Y.P.E. We would 
like to see every state go forward in this 
work this New Year. The overseer or the 
pastor who neglects this work this year 
will be a back number at the 1933 Gen- 
eral Assembly. Our God is marching on 
and we must keep step. The young people 
are the hope of the Church and God ex- 
pects us to do our part in their encour- 
agement and training. 

The Christmas season has come again 
and our minds are filled with the thought 
of giving and receiving. Let us not for- 
get that Jesus said, “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” At this time. 
when there are sO many needy ones in 
the world, let us not forget His words. 
There are many beautiful things the 
young people can do at Christmas time 
to cheer and help fill sad and lonely 
hearts with joy and gladness, It will be 
impossible for us to tell you just what 


to do unless we could visit your  local- 
ities and know the condition of your 
neighbors and friends and see their 


needs. But there is without a doubt some 
poor, sick, or aged Ones somewhere to 
whom you may minister. 


Let us not forget the singing of Christ- 
mas Carols. Get your young people to- 
gether and take them out in cars about 
three or four o’clock Christmas morning 
or if you prefer, ten or eleven o’clock 
Christmas Eve night. Drive to the hos- 
pitals or places where you think it wouid 
be appreciated, and sing. On the street 
corners in the residential district are good 
places. Go to the homes of the aged or 
sick if they are able to enjoy it. Spend 
two or three hours in this way. It will 
make Christmas a joy to you and to those 
who listen. We have been awakened by 
the singing of Christmas Carols several 
times and it has meant so much to us, 
I want you to pass it on to others. “Joy 
to the world,” “Silent Night,” and “It 
came upon a Midnight Clear” are good 
for occasions of this kind. Sing about 
two or three at each place and pass on 
to another. If you have musical instru- 
ments, take them along. Your car lights 
will make good lights to sing by or you 
can use flashlights. When you get back 
home you will say it has been one of the 
most enjoyable times you have ever ex- 


perienced, Arrange your program ac- 
cording to the needs of your community. 
Write to us about your carol singing and 
we'll give space in our next issue for 
your letters. Be sure that everything is 
done under the supervision of your pas- 
tor or some of your older workers in the 
church. Let only those in on this carol 
singing whom you are sure will be seri- 
ous and who will not bring reproach on 
the cause by frivilous actions. Most any 
one who has been well trained will under- 
stand this if spoken to whether they are 
saved or not. 

Your caro] singing should be a blessing 
to your church if carried on in the rigat 
spirit and should make people hungry 
to hear you sing again and may draw 
them to your church where you can give 
them the gospel. 

Forgetting—reaching forth. As the old 
year draws to a close as usual we will, 
without a doubt, be lamenting our fail- 
ures of the past year. Perhaps many bit- 
ter tears will be shed and oh! how beau- 
tiful are those tears of repentance in the 
eyes of Christ. They are the only relief 
to your burdened, sin-sick soul. The Word 
of God tells us our tears are all bottled 
up. They are like great diamonds in the 
sight of God. Oh, yes, God is pleased 
with our tears that we have shed for our 
own mistakes and the mistakes of oth- 
ers, but He does not want us to go on 
forever weeping over the past. God’s in- 
spired Word, spoken thru Paul, says, 
“Forgetting the things that are behind 
and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before,” Phil. 3:13. 

God has made a glorious curtain thru 
the blood of Christ, that can hide the old 
year with all its sins and follies, its 
crimes and failures. Yes, this great cur- 
tain of the blood of Christ will cleanse 
and make you free from all the guilt 
of the past and you can, “Lift your eyes 
unto the hills from whence cometh our 
help,” for the New Year which lies be- 
fore you. Yes, let us look through the 
gateway into the New Year and as we 
enter let us make a new surrender to His 
divine will and carry with us a con- 
sciousness of His presence all the way 
down the pathway of the New Year. Oh! 
what a blessed experience, “A surrender- 
ed will.” 


Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? 
Your heart, does the Spirit control? 
(Continued on page 18) 
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DADDY! The view is far-reaching, 
more so than I thought.” 

A complacent smile came to George 
Graham’s face. His daughter Kathleen 
had just arrived at Forest Heights, her 
first visit since the completion of the 
house and the spacious grounds that sur- 
rounded it. The place had received the 
name of the long, easily sloping hillside 
upon which it stood. 

“Glad you like it, daughter. When my 
business ventures at Birmingham first 
doubled and then trebled my income I 
decided to build you and me a country 
home up here in the Alabama hills. This 
is high enough so we will be comfortable 
in summer and far enough south so you 
can bring your friends for an occasional 
week in winter. When you are through 
high school and college you will like it.” 

“You have had some of the lower 
woods cut away, Daddy, to widen the 
view?” ; 

“Yes. It is perfect, all but that one 
clump of trees. When that is cut away 
and the shabby old buildings behind it 
are leveled, then we will have a glimpse 
of the river in the valley.” 

“Why, I didn’t know your land went 
down that far.” 

“Our land, daughter. It doesn’t but it 
will. Here comes the old fellow now 
who has dared refuse to sell me his 
scanty holding. I’ll show him.” 

Kathleen looked at the two persons 
who were approaching the terrace where 
she and her father stood. One was a man 
no older than her father, but his form 
was bowed, as if with care and toil. The 
girl at his side was about sixteen, tall 
and slender. Her dark face was flushed 
with the rose of perfect health. 

“Ah, Lane! Come to whine a little and 
let me have my way.” 

“No Graham.” Andrew Lane straight- 
ened his bent shoulders. “I came to tell 
you that there was a misunderstanding 
when you got possession of the mortgage 
on my farm. It was due last year, and I 
was not able to pay the interest, on ac- 
count of sickness. Morgan said it didn’t 
matter, and he says he told you I was to 
have more time. And now you have be- 
gun foreclosure proceedings.” 

“I’m within the law. You and Morgan 
should have both known such an agree- 
ment was no good. I am going to push 
the matter. See here, Lane. Even now if 
you'll get off this fall, so I can have that 
point of view cleared at once, I’ll add a 
hundred to the little that will be left you 
when the place is sold.” 

“T’ll never give it up. It will take you 
a year and more to get me out. Some- 


thing will happen in that time; God will 
not let a man ride over his neighbor like 


that.” 
They argued hotly for ten minutes. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


Ghristmas Eve on Forest Heights 


By Hope Daring 


With grieved faces both girls listened. 
Kathleen learned that the Lanes had oc- 
cupied that old but comfortable house for 
three generations. There were only two 
children, the girl, Nora, and John, a lad 
of twelve. As the two men talked, Nora 
turned to Kathleen. 

“Can’t you persuade him to give it up, 
Miss Graham? Why, the farm is like 
mother and us children to father. There 
was never a mortgage until five years 
ago when my brother was desperately ill 
with spinal meningitis. We carried him 
to a Birmingham hospital, and _ they 
saved his life, but all his days he must 
walk with a crutch. There was no way 
to pay the hospital bill but to mortgage 
the farm.” 

“Oh, I am so sorry. There is no use of 
my saying anything now, while Daddy is 
ang-y, but later ’l— 

“Not another word, Kathleen! I forbid 
you ever mentioning this to me.” George 
Graham who had, in a momentary pause 
overheard his daughter’s faltering words, 
walked toward the girls. His flurid face 
was flushed purple with rage. 

There was a brief pause. Nora Lane 
looked into her father’s face, to find it 
white with anger. Then she stood still, 
looxing at the scene before her, the scene 
the two men both loved but in such dif- 
ferent ways. The golden days of October 
had but just passed into the russet ones 
of November. The air was still mild. Up- 
on the hills and the valley the setting 
sun was spilling its pale, autumnal light. 
Among the somberness of the conifers, 
birches, maples, oaks and beeches lifted 
their bare, silvery-brown branches _sky- 
ward, but to the oaks the maroon-brown 
leaves still clung. Suddenly Nora spoke 
to George Graham. 

“Why do you do it, sir?” 

“No need for you or any of your tribe 
to ask that. It’s my way; and I am going 
to have it.” 

“You do not understand, Mr. Graham. 
It is not ourselves for whom we are ask- 
ing mercy. I have a position in Birming- 
ham and had hoped to earn the money to 
catch up with the interest and help pay 
the debt. It is for my sweet, worn moth- 
er and my crippled brother that I ask 
mercy.” 

Angry as the man was, the pathos of 
her voice and words stirred him, but he 
would not yield. Angrily he bade the 
Lanes go. 

They went with no more words. Before 
Kathleen could regain her composure the 
arrival of a carload of friends from the 
neighboring city prevented more being 
said. 

The next week Kathleen returned to 
her school in Chicago. ‘here she shared 
the home of a married brother. It had 
been arranged that he, his wife, and 
Kathleen should arrive in Birmingham 
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the day before Christmas, to spend the 
holiday season at Forest Heights. A 
housekeeper and a retinue of servants 
had been installed there, and a half doz- 
en guests were to be entertained. 

When Kathleen left the train, late in 
the afternoon of the appointed day, she 
recognized the man who came to meet 
her as the proprietor of a garage in the 
city. He lifted his hat. 

“Your father left the big car with us 
yesterday, Miss Graham, for a thorough 
goingover. He rode back home with De- 
Long, one of his guests. We promised to 
deliver it here, ready for your brother to 
drive out. I brought it down myself.” 

Kathleen explained that the sudden ill- 
ness of her brother’s wife had compelled 
her to come alone. The man _ looked 
vaguely uneasy. 

“I wish I could drive you out myself, 
Miss Graham. You see all our men are 
engaged for the evening. I’ll find some- 
one, someone reliable.” 

Kathleen smiled. “That’s not necessary, 
Mr. Collins; I drive as well as brother 
Tom does. Then I know the car and the 
road, with all its turns and hills.” 

“But a snow-storm is predicted, Miss 
Graham, heavy snow even here. And it 
is due any time now. I’ll feel better to 
see you start with a driver.” 

Kathleen dismissed his-fears lightly. 
Five minutes later she was in the ear, 
her baggage arranged by Collins. “Here's 
the first snowflake,” and she lifted her 
face to it. Then, by the station light, she 
glanced at her wrist watch. “It will be 
dark before I reach Forest Heights, put 
I'll be there in time for dinner. Thank 
you, Mr. Collins,” and she was off. 

Her exit from the city was a little de- 
layed; the streets were filled with cars 
and the crosswalks thronged with foot 
passengers. In her absorption in her driv- 
ing Kathleen failed to notice how the 
storm was increasing in fury. When she 
was out in the open country where there 
was only an occasional group of build- 
ings she shrank from the blast of wind 
that seemed to bring a mass of snow 
with it. 

“It is growing colder. After I make the 
Mitchell turn, the wind will be in my 
face. Well, the road is fairly good, if only 
I can keep on it.” 

A half hour later darkness shrouded 
the scene, a darkness hurried and in- 
creased by the heavy snowfall. Kathleen 
pushed on as fast as she dared drive the 
powerful car. Constantly she peered into 
the blurred light cast by her lamps. 

“Why didn’t I have the sense to ask 
Collins to telephone Dad that I was com- 
ing alone?” she asked herself. “Some of 
the men—Miles DeLong for one—would 
have come to meet me.” 

It was an hour later. That had been 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Here are two articles sent in by the Cincinnati Y. P. E. which won first and second prizes in a contest. 


Gontributions By YY L. &. Members 


The Story of Esther 


(First Story) 
By Edna Rutliff 


In Shushan in the days of King Ahas- 
uerus, the king prepared a feast. Upon 
the request of the king that Queen Vash- 
ti come before the people she refused to 
do so. It angered the king and when some 
of the people suggested that fair young 
maidens be brought and a new queen be 
selected, it pleased him. Thus he had ord- 
ers sent out and Queen Vashti was queen 
no more, 

Among the young ladies that were 
brought before the king was Esther 
whom Mordecai had raised as his own 
daughter, but she was his uncle’s daugh- 
ter. Mordecai was a Jew. 

When Esther was brought before King 
Ahasuerus, she, found favor in his sight 
for she was fair and beautiful to look 
upon. So she was chosen queen in Queen 
Vashti’s stead. 

In the kingdom was a man named Ha- 
man that held a high position and the 
king advanced him higher and ordered 
that every one reverence him. But Mor- 
decai did not and when questioned he 
would not hearken and bow to Haman. 

When Haman heard this he sought to 
kill Mordecai; moreover decided to de- 
stroy him and all his people. According- 
ly he told the king there was a certain 
people that were rebellious and did not 
obey the king’s orders. The king agreed 
for Haman to have this people destroyed. 

Now it happened previous to this that 
Mordecai had reported to Queen Esther 
of two chamberlains that sought to harm 
the king and when Esther reported it it 
was recorded but no honor done to Mor- 


.decai. 


When Mordecai heard that the Jews 
were about to be destroyed he sent word 
that Queen Esther go before the king 
and plead for herself and her people. 

It was a law and custom in those days 
that any one to appear before the king 
uncalled for would be put to death un- 
less the king of his own will would rule 
otherwise. 

Queen Esther appeared and the king 
asked her to make known her _ request 
and it would be granted. She then asked 
that both the king and Haman be pres- 
ent at a banquet that she had prepared. 

When both appeared she requested 
they attend yet another banquet the next 
day. The man Haman was very pleased. 
But when Mordecai refused to bow io 
him he became very angry and when he 
told his wife and friends and they sug- 
gested that a gallows be made and Mor- 
decai hanged Haman ordered the gallows 
made. 

That night the king could not sleep 
and began to look over the records and 
finding record of the good thing Morde- 
cai had done when he reported the two 


who had plotted against the king, he ask- 
ed what honor had been done Mordecai 
and finding none he encountered Haman 
in the courts coming to make his re- 
quest to hang Mordecai. The king asked 
Haman what shotld be done to a man 
the king wanted to honor. Haman being 
a conceited, high-headed sort of fellow 
thought to himself, “Oh, it is I the king 
wishes to honor.” With this in mind he 
said that the best things of the kingdom 
be put on him and that he have the best 
horse to sit upon and to ride through 
the city. The king then told Haman to 
do to Mordecai, the Jew, all the things 
that he had said. Haman did these things 
but it grieved his heart and he went 
home and mourned because of his disap- 
pointment and of Mordecai’s good for- 
tune, 

Haman was ordered again to the ban- 
quet Esther had prepared and on the sec- 
ond day Esther made her request known 
to the king and told of how she was sold, 
her and her people. When the king learn- 
ed it was Haman’s treacherous work he 
ordered him to be hanged on the gallows 
that he had prepared for Mordecai. Thus 
Esther had saved her people and herself, 
Mordecai was honored by the king and 
her people, the Jews, were made free 
from the decree that all in the land were 
to be put to death. 

Haman’s ten sons were all put to death 
and the Jews destroyed their enemies 
and were feared by all who had sought 
to hurt and destroy them. 

Mordecai became a wonderful man and 
did much good to his people. The place 
in the king’s court that Haman could 
have held had he not become too conceit- 
ed was filled by Mordecai and he found 
great favor in the eyes of King Ahas- 


cA Friend 


By Mary Rowland, Hamilton, O. 
“A man that hath friends must show 
himself friendly; and there is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother.” 


Prov, 18:14. 

In my life it seems as though I have 
had quite a lot of friends, but I never 
found a friend who could exactly under- 
stand me. Some would say they were my 
friends but when I needed them most 
would forsake me, but I want to point 
you toa Friend I’ve found, One, who when 
we are burdened and down and out, will 
understand and never leave nor forsake 
us, although we may go down deep in sin 
until mother and father disown us, still 
this Friend ever loves us and will take 
us in. Some friends will stay with us as 
long as we have money and can show 
them a good time, but Jesus is a Friend 
in need, a Friend indeed, a Friend that 
stickcth closer than a brother. Mother 

(Continued on page 13) 


The Story of Esther 


(Second Story) 


By Lawrence Hughes 


Esther was a beautiful Jewish maiden. 
She was an orphan brought up by her 
cousin, Mordecai, who had an offiee in 
the household of Ahasuerus, king of Per- 
sia. 

One day the king made a feast unto all 
the people. They called for Vashti, the 
queen, to come before the king with the 
crown royal, but the queen refused to 
come. This made the king angry so he 
dismissed her. The king’s' servants 
searched out the fair young maidens of 
Persia to bring before the king to see if 
there be one who found favor in his 
sight. Esther, the most favorable in the 
king’s sight was made queen in the place 
of Vashti, Esther had not made known 
to the king that she was a Jew. Haman 
one of the king’s servants was advanced 
to a seat higher than the princes. 

The king ordered all the servants to 
bow and reverence him but Mordecai, the 
Jew, neither bowed nor reverenced him. 
Haman being angry with Mordecai be- 
cause he would not do so, knowing he 
was a Jew, went before the king to get 
a permit to destroy all the Jews in the 
land. The king gave him his ring telling 
him there was the silver and the people, 
to do as pleased him. 

When this was made known to Esther, 
who knowing the law of the king was 
that anyone coming before him without 
being called by. him was put to death ex- 
cept he hold forth a golden sceptre, sent 
forth a request to all the Jews that were 
present in Shushan to fast for her three 
days, neither eating nor drinking, that she 
would go before the king. On the third 
day Esther took her life in her hands 
and went in before the king. When he 
saw her standing in the court she ob 
tained favor within his sight. He stretch- 
ed forth the golden sceptre. Drawing 
near, touching the top of the sceptre she 
was asked by the king, “What is thy re- 
quest and it will be given thee to the 
half of the kingdom.” Esther said unto 
him, “If it seem good unto thee let the 
king and Haman come to the banquet 
that I have prepared for them.” 

So the king and Haman went to the 
banquet that Esther had prepared. The 
king said, “What is thy petition and it 
shall be granted thee?” Then she said, 
“If I have found favor, let the king and 
Haman come to the banquet tomorrow.” 

When Haman had gone from the feast, 
he thought he had found favor in the 
king’s and queen’s sight, so he prepared 
a gallows on which to hang Mordecai. He 
came into the outward courts of the 
king’s house to speak to the king in re- 
gard to hanging Mordecai. When the 
king called for him to ask what should 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Father's & Mother’s Page 


A RECIPE FOR A HAPPY HOME 


Begin each day with a song of praise, 
For the father-love so true, 

That through the hours of another night 
Hath cared for and guarded you. 

Give praise for another day on earth, 
For another rising sun; 

For the day that opens with praise to God 
Is surely well begun! 


Begin each day with a humble prayer; 
Seek help from the Father’s hand; 

For the grace and strength of yesterday 
Will not do for today’s demand. 

Each hour brings with it its pressing need, 
Each moment its load of care; 

If in meeting these you would well succeed, 
Begin each day with prayer. 


Begin each day with a happy smile, 
And a word of hearty cheer 
For those you meet as you pass along, 
Whether strangers or loved ones dear. 
For a day begun with praise and prayer, 
Or with the balm for another's pain, 
Will close with joy, and bring sweet repose 
When the night shall come again.—Sel. 


“Train up a child in the way he should 
go and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.’—Prov. 22:6. 

Dedicated to the young fathers and 
mothers who are rearing their little ones 
in these perilous times. 

There is no class of people in the 
world who need help more than the fa- 
thers and mothers of our land. They have 
the greatest responsibility of any people 
of earth. It is said, “The hand that rocks 
the cradle is the hand that rules the 
world,” and we are sure that this is true. 
The home is the oldest and greatest in- 
stitution of earth. Father and mother 
are king and queen of the home. I won- 
der how many who read this message 
today with your little brood around you 
realize that God has entrusted you with 
the most precious jewels of earth. Look 
around you just now and see the little 
bright-eyed darlings and remember that 
God has entrusted you with the souls of 
these precious ones and it’s up to you 
to be true to your trust. 

On these pages from time to time we 
are going to try to help you to see more 
clearly your duty and the responsibility 
that rests upon you. It is the fathers and 
mothers who make today and determine 
tomorrow. As we send this message out 
to you we must keep father and mother 
walking hand in hand in the affairs of 
making the home and training the chil- 
dren. Too often the home training is left 
entirely to mother and the father shifts 
the responsibility. A child trained by one 
parent alone has missed something in its 
life that will leave a vacant place that 
never can be filled. Why? Because God 
planned that each should have a part in 
the molding of that life. 

In so many groups where child train- 
ing is discussed the father is rarely ever 
mentioned. The responsibility all seems 
to rest upon mother. It is true that moth- 
er spends more time with her children 
than the father and has more time to 


teach them and mold their characters, 
but when daddy comes home should be 
a time to be looked forward to. One of 
the sweetest sights in’ the world to me 
is when daddy comes home to see the 


little ones run to meet him with tender 
caresses. It is quite different when the 
poor little dears must run and hide fear- 
ing daddy’s cross words and blows.—Edi- 
tor. 


THE “QUESTIONING” BOY 


It is interesting to look at various 
types of men and their own sons. Here 
is a boy, perhaps, that for the moment 
displeased his father, and by impatient 
word and gesture he is sent hurrying 
from his presence. Or the young son is 
asking the man who brought him into 
the world, some questions about this old 
planet on which he finds himself. If you 
are to wait for the father’s answer to the 
keen questioning of this fresh young 
mind, so eager for knowledge, you will 
find that sometimes one question is an- 
swered; in rare instances five or six 
questions; and then dad’s newspaper 
wins, and the boy is sent away with his 
“everlasting questions.” 


To the young father who impatiently 
replies to his son, “I won’t answer anoth- 
er question tonight—go ask your mother 
—go to bed—you ought to be in bed now. 
No, not another word!” I want to say, 
“Just a few years, and your son will ask 
you no more questions. You will give him 
a lot of information about life in gen- 
eral, about common sense and behavinr, 
about his behavior in particular. Infor- 
mation and wisdom will fall very gen- 
erously from your lips, but your son will 
not pay the slightest attention. NOW is 
your great chance to answer the ques- 
tions of your boy; you had better take 
it. But the average father does not take 
it, and the son goes to bed unsatisfied 
and rebellious. 


PARENTS RESPONSIBLE 


We can never blind ourselves to the 
fact that these parents—this man and 
this woman—brought these questioning, 
never-still-a-moment, human beings into 
existence, In cbedience to nature’s law 
and for the gratification of the instincts, 
for the perpetuation of life, these chil- 
dren came into being. Somewhere along 
the way they became thinking minds, hu- 
man spirits, living souls—they did not 
ask to come. It is only on the stage, in 
the appealing and poetic play, that little 
souls clamor to be born. You, who are 
parents—you dared to launch these spir- 
its upon the sea of human _ experience. 
They had nothing to say about it. They 
did not choose their parents; they did 
not choose their race, their color, or 
their social status. Indeed, they had noth- 
ing to say about the time or place of the 
launching. Not a word about the lan- 
Suage they should speak They could 
choose neither poverty nor riches. If the 
sea of life should buffet and the storms 
beat upon them with such fury that tn 
despair one day they should cry, “I wish 
I had never been born!” it will be a fu- 
tile cry. You have made them live; vou 
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have forced upon them, ‘without their 
asking for it, this thing called life. They 
are here—your sons and daughters. 

WHERE DOES THE SMOKE GO? 

We can hear one of them calling to 
you now from his little white crib, over 
and over, “Mother, mother, I want a 
drink of water.” The stairs are long and 
you have traversed them scores of times 
since morning, and that child had a drink 
of water just before he went to bed. Now, 
it is very hard to think of parental re- 
sponsibility under these circumstances; 
but the fact remains. Or it may be that 
some father feels two little sharp elbows 
on his knees, and a little voice is asking, 
“Daddy, what makes the chimney 
smoke?” Or, “Where does the smoke go, 
Daddy?” Or, “Daddy, where was I before 
I was born?” Now, daddy is a weary 
man. The affairs of state or city, or per- 
sonal business; the struggle and anxiety 
that crush the heart, have surrounded 
him all day. Daddy does not care where 
the smoke goes, and he is a little annoy- 
ed at the daring of a mind that frames 
such concrete questions concerning him- 
self before birth. Daddy iis not in the 
mood for the consideration of the ques- 
tion of parental responsibility; never- 
theless, the facts are there. That child 
is dependent upon him for  life—his 
body, mind and spirit. More than that, 
what the child is to be in the long days 
to come, will depend upon what you, his 
father, and you, his mother, do to him 
now that you have given him—life. 


If we knew the baby fingers 
against the window pane 
Would be cold and stiff tomorrow—never 

trouble us again, 
Would the bright eyes of our 
catch the frown upon our brow; 
Would the prints of rosy fingers vex us 
then as they do now? 


pressed 


darling 


Ah! those little ice-cold fingers, how they 
point our memories back 

To the hasty words and actions strewn 
along our backward track; 

How those little hands remind us, as in 
snowy grace they lie, 

Not to scatter thorns but roses, for our 
reaping by and by. 


A sad-faced man who is maxing a hero- 
ic struggle against great odds in the busi- 
ness world, took the train for a college 
town. His son, a freshman, was in seri- 
ous trouble. He had meant nothing but 
trouble. Trouble in the grade schools, 
trouble in high school, and trouble ever 
since. This was the end. The father was 
through with him. It was a hard thing 
for an upright man to face. Yet that fa- 
ther, honest enough according to his own 
standards, was known as a shrewd bar- 
gainer. “He is a good business man,” 
men said of him. While he was about his 
business, in the years when his son was 
growing up, facing difficulties, he knew 
no more about him than if he had 
been a boarder in his home, for whom he 
had to provide certain things. Now the 
law of consequences meets him. A dis- 
interested father and a weak-willed, in- 
dulgent mother who took the easiest 
way, and the product—a son, a keen dis- 
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appointment, bringing disgrace upon 
them; demanding money, time and at- 
tention now, when it was too late for 
any of these things to help much in the 
formation of his character—From the 
Science of Living. 


EDITORIALS 


(Continued from page 9) 


You can only be blest and have peace and 
sweet rest 
As you yield Him your body and soul. 


The New Year will bring with it many 
difficult problems to solve. Are we ready 
to meet them? He has told us that His 
grace is sufficient. Let us lift our eyes 
above self this New Year and look 
around and see what we can do for oth- 
ers. The blessed Lamb of God not only 
bears our sorrows but promises never to 
leave us nor forsake us. Then let us turn 
to others and forget self. Let us carry 
a message to those who have been used 
to the luxuries of life but who have met 
with reverses that have swept away even 
that shelter which is called home. Let us 
tell them that Jesus has gone to prepare 
them a mansion. Let us go to the heart- 
broken widow with that family of little 
ones and tell her that God has promised 
to be a Father to the fatherless. Let us 
go to the fallen girls and boys, men and 
women of our land and tell them that the 
same Christ who reached down and wrote 
in the sand and who said, “Go and sin 
no more,” is still lifting up fallen hu- 
manity and is just as tender and com- 
passionate today as He was then. Let us 
look about us on every hand and see the 
need of Spirit-filled workers for the Mas- 
ter’s whitened fields and then qualify, 
and launch out regardless of obstacles 
this coming year. 


“To leave the old with a burst of song, 

To recall the right and forgive the wrong; 

To forget the thing that binds you fast, 

To the vain regrets of the year that’s 
past; 

To have the strength to let go your hold 

On the not worth while of the days grown 
old. 


“To dare go forth with a purpose true, 

To the unknown task of the year that’s 
new; 

To help your brother along the road, 

To do his work, and lift his load; 

To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 

Is to have and to give a glad New Year.” 


STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! 

Boys and girls, if you ever worked in 
your life, let me beg you to work this 
year on the old church debt that has been 
a barrier to progress all these years. I 
am anxious to know what the Y. P. E. 
is doing along this line. Your pastor can 
explain the plan to you. If you need to 
know more about it write to Headquar- 
ters for full information. Then I want to 
make this proposition: Write me from 
time to time just what you are doing and 
how much you have raised and I will 
publish on the exchange page the names 
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of the five Y.P.E’s. each time that are 
ahead. Come on and let us put our shou!- 
der to the wheel. Begin now. Do not send 
money to me but let your pastor direct 
you in where to send your contributions. 


The Story of Esther 


(Continued from page 11) 

be done to the man whom the king de- 
lighted to honor, Haman thought the 
man to be himself whom the king de- 
lighted to honur. He said, “Let the royal 
apparel be brought which the king used 
to wear, ‘and the horse the king rideth up- 
on, and the crown royal, that they may ar- 
ray the man whom the king delighteth to 
honor, and bring him on_ horseback 
through the streets, and proclaim before 
him, thus it shall be done unto the man 
the king delighteth to honor.” The king 
told Haman to take the apparel and the 
horse and do even so unto Mordecai, the 
Jew. 

The king and Haman came to the ban- 
quet with the queen. The king said unto 
Esther, “What is thy request?” Then 
Esther answered and said, “If I have 
found favor in thy sight, let my life be 
given me at my petition, and my peopie 
at my request: For we are sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and 
to perish.” 

Then the king answered and said unto 
Esther, “Who is he and where is he that 
presumes this in his heart?” Then Esther 
revealed Haman as the wicked enemy of 
her people. Haman was hanged on the 
gallows which he had prepared for Mor- 
decai. Esther spoke again and fell at the 
king’s feet with tears that the Jews may 
not be destroyed. So the king gave to 
Mordecai his ring that he had taken from 
Haman that it may be a seal that the 
Jews were freed. 


A FRIEND 


(Continued from page 11) 

is a great friend. She will go with you 
as far as possible, but when the cold 
hands of death take hold upon this body, 
she will have to stand back. However, 
this other Friend can go farther yet. He 
will go with us thru the valley of the 
shadow of death and claim our souls and 
receive them into Paradise. 

I find back in the old Bible when the 
three Hebrew boys would not bow down 
and worship the golden image Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the king, had set up, they were 
cast into a burning fiery furnace and the 

_king looked and said, “Lo! I see four 
men loose walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt, and the form 
of the fourth is like the Son of God.” 
Truly he is a wonderful Friend. When 
we are going thru the darkest trial, and 
the Lord seems so far away, we should 
just realize that this great Friend is near 
at all times,and we don’t have to go 
thru alone, because He is walking with 
us and is ready to help and keep us if 
we trust Him. 

Jesus and His disciples were on the sea 
one time and there came up a great storm 
of wind and the waves beat inte the ship 
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so that it was full and about to sink. 
Thank the Lord, they had this great 
Friend that I am telling you about to 
go to and He rebuked the winds and 
waves and said, “Peace be still.” When 
winds and waves of difficulties, trials, 
and temptations arise we can go to this 
Friend and hear His sweet voice say, 
“Peace be still.” 

God sent prophets to His people and 
they killed them and did not take heed, 
and when nothing else would do He sent 
His Son. This Friend left His mansion 
in glory, came to lost humanity’s rescue 
and gave His life on Calvary. “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends, but 
while we were yet sinners he died for 
us.” When we try to make friends with 
people and they ignore us, we stop try- 
ing to make friends with them. Friends, 
how many times has Jesus tried to make 
friends with you and you rejected Him? 
He is standing yet with outstretched 
arms bidding you to bring your burdens 
to Him to bear. Matt. 11:28, “Come unto 
me all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest.” Let me per- 
suade you to accept this great Friend. 


Bible Reading Union 


By Hettie Ellen Payne 
2 Tim. 2:15 

Well, we are progressing nicely in our 
Bible Reading Union. I’m proud of the 
young people who have sent in their 
names, and are reading God’s Word. I am 
sure that we will learn something that 
will help us even in later years, and real- 
ly that’s what youth is for—to prepare 
us for the rest of life, and habits that we 
form while young, will not be easily 
broken when we grow older. Isn’t this 
a delightful habit to cultivate—a love for 
God’s Word? Doesn’t someone else want 
to join us? Just send in your name and 
siart reading—and pray for understand- 
ing. Let’s not forget to apply the truths 
we learn to our own lives, for that is real- 
ly our purpose in reading. Be not a 
“hearer,” (here we can say “reader’’) of 
ithe word only,” but a “doer” of the Word. 
That is the important part—measuring 
up to the standard as we find it laid out 
in God’s Word. 

Here are some names that have been 
sent in and we thank the Lord for them: 
Ruby Young, Kate Reed Gilbert, Marie 
Stamper, Ruby Faye Martin, Archie S. 
Stubbs, Dorothy Mae Stamper, Mary Ruth 
Asher, Viola Fisher, and Martha Asher, 
all members of the Y. P. E. at Murphy, 
Oxla.; Alvin Clemons, Hazelhurst, Ga.; 
Edith Payne, Benham, Ky.; Verlie Say- 
lor, Middlesboro, Ky.; Alma Holcomb, 
Cumberland, Ky. 

I’m expecting your name for next 
month, so don’t forget to send it in. I 
would like to hear from some of you who 
have already joined, if you feel that you 
have been benefited, or helped in some 
particular way since joining. When you 
feel discouraged and think of giving up 
the fight, go to the Bible. You are sure 
to find encouragement there. Have you 
found this to be true? Try it! 
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Helps <For “Gempted & “Gried 


“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man; but God 
is faithful, wha will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able: but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it,” 


1 Cor. 10:13. 


“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 


though some strange thing happened unto you: 


But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 


partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy,” 1 Peter 4:12, 13. 


AMEN 
I cannot say 
Beneath the pressure of life’s cares today 
I joy in these; But I can say 
That I had rather walk this rugged way 
If Him it please. 


I cannot feel, that all is well 

When darkening clouas conceal 

The shining sun; but then I know; 

God lives and loves, and say, since it is so 
Thy will be done. 


I cannot speak in happy tones. 

The teardrops on my cheeks show I am 
sad, 

But I can speak of grace to suffer 

With submission meek 

Until made glad. 


I do not see why God 

Should e’er permit some things to be 
When He is love, but I can see 
Though often dimly thru the mystery 
His hand above. 


I do not know 

Where falls the seed that I have tried to 
SOW 

With greatest care, but I shall know 

The meaning of each waiting hour below 

Some time, somewhere. 


S WE prepare this page today, thru 
our imagination we are looking into 


the faces of thousands of suffering saints, 
some who have been shut in for years 
but who are still smiling and saying, 
“Thy will be done.” I can see my invalid 
sister, a shut-in for fourteen years. I’ve 
never heard her murmur in those four- 
teen years. Then my dear neighbor, whom 
we have the pleasure of visiting almost 
every day and sometimes ministering to 
her needs, comes before me with all her 
patience. My mind runs to many places 
where bdéys and girls, men and women, 
are crippled or diseased, being confined 
to the four walls of their homes, and be- 
ing permitted only to look from their 
window to see other young people enjoy- 
ing their freedom. Some are being tempt- 
ed to complain and give up. Some of our 
young people are striving to get an edu- 
cation. This depression has come and 
they must lay down their cherished plans. 
Some are called away from school to sup- 
port loved ones and they are discouraged 
and heart-broken. Some have lost homes, 
some loved ones, and every effort of 
theirs seems useless. It is to these suffer- 
ing saints that we dedicate this page hop- 
ing that we may help you over the rough 
places and help you to press the battle 
on to victory. “His grace is sufficient.”— 
Editor. 


Gomfort In Christ 


ASILY the best remembered and the 


most heartening words that ever fell 
trom the lips of the Lord Jesus are, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest.” The emphatic word in this sweet 
promise is the personal “Me.” This “Me’ 
is not fascinating, because it is wand of 
magician, or shibboleth of mystery, but 
because it contains the Christ even as the 
cup contains pure water. Just as the 
water of the fount may be broken up in- 
to the subtle elements of hydrogen and 
oxygen, so the Christ may be analyzed in- 
to who He is and what He offers. 

There is immeasurable comfort in 
Christ when one truly knows who He is 
and what He offers. These are the ele 
ments that make Him the Master of men 
and compel all who suffer to be unhappy 
without Him. A little child cannot know 
the height and depth and breadth of oxy- 
gen, but it can sense its value to human- 
ity when it discovers that the water of 
life gannot exist without it, and that 
man without it is but awaiting the mau- 
soleum. The wisest of men are but in- 
fants in their approach to the majesty of 
the Man Christ Jesus, but a little child 
is the repository of divine wisdom when 
it sits at His feet, as did the fishermen 
of old. 

“Sirs, we would see Jesus,” is the 1in- 
quiry of wisdom through all the ages. 
These are the words of the _ eternal 
Greexs. The Aristotelian humanity will 
never be happy until it sits like a little 
child within the tabernacle of Jesus 
Christ. Volumes cannot tell iit all, but 
three paragraphs can tell one enough tu 
dry every tear and to banish every dis- 
consolation. 

He has power over nature. There is no 
boiling Vesuvius, there is no turbulent 
Gennesaret, but that the touch of His fin- 
ger, but that the tone of His voice may 
not quiet or calm. No normal mind may 
fathom the method of the Almighty in 
self-revelation, but the merest tyro in 
thought jmugt know when he reads of 
the Christ crossing the Galilee and his 
“Peace be still,” that the master of the 
physical is at hand. There is no physical 
disruption on sea or earth, but that it 
will respond to the Voice of the Master. 
Why should the children‘ of physica! 
pain, or imprisonment, not be liberatea 
in any age, if Christ is always with them. 
He has not made a mockery of promises 
in His “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end.” 


He has power over the evil spirits. 
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This is no place to indulge in apologetics 
for the revealed truth of evil spirits. A 
materialistic philosophy has endeavored 
to laugh them Out of school. They may 
have gone from academic halls, but have 
not left men’s habitations unless all the 
symptoms of hell are fictions. No sane 
man in America will ever doubt the pres- 
ence of devils, if he but peeps into the 
morning papers. The racketeers of ruina- 
tion are rampant, and are determined by 
the power of Beelzebub to dam _ up the 
rivers of righteousness with the effluvia 
of the Evil One. The case of humanity 
would be hopeless save for the power of 
Jesus. The significance of “All power is 
given me” has not yet dawned upon the 
slaves of Satan, but the day is at hand 
when all may have rest from the tyran- 
ny and thralldom of devils and demons. 
Come across the sea toward Gadara and 
watch the devils as they race pell mell 
down the declivity into Galilean waters 
of oblivion. Only the Christ can bring 
forth from the tombs of devils the Gada- 
renes of today or tomorrow, and clothe 
them again in the garments of godliness. 
He has power over the stubborn wills 
of men. Herein lies his greatest power. 
From Eden down to the present moment 
the will of man is the battleground of 
deity. God certainly swung his ship on 
perilous seas when he endowed His crea- 
ture with the freedom of the will. Since 
the fall, man has indeed been the bold de- 
fier of the Creator. It broke the heart of 
God to win the fight, but He won on Cal- 
vary. The mastery of the Master was re- 
vealed in the submission of the penitent 
thief. Since the thorns and thunders of 
Golgotha, there has been in Christ the 
WAY that is the way of peace for all 
men. We sing “The WAY of the cross 
leads home.” What we mean is _ the 
WAY of the Cross leads to happiness in 
heaven. Heaven is not beyond the stars. 
Heaven is anywhere with Jesus. “This 
day” is right now for all who come to 
Jesus. It is not singular that the greatest 
hymn ever penned by man or angel is: 


“Come, ye disconsolate, where’er ye lan- 
guish; 

Come to the mercy-seat, fervently kneel; 

Here bring your wounded hearts, here 

tell your anguish; 

Earth has no sorrow that Heav’n cannot 
heal.” 


Human sorrow must be the interpreta- 
tion of the Christ. Naught else could 
have broken the heart of God but com- 
passion for His stubborn creations. What 
He offers to the world is rest. “There is 
a rest” for the children of sorrows. 

The silver-linings of man’s storm-clouds 
of anguish are the promises of Christ 
couched in such cheering words as “God 
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted 
—to set at liberty them that are bruised.” 
And did He not dry the tears of the Wid- 
ow of Nain, the Sisters of Bethany, the 
Sons of Disconsolation upon every hill, 
within every vale, of the Land of Prom- 
ise? And will He not comfort every sor- 
rowing one until the Day of days? He 
will! Millions upon millions have exper- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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A THOUSAND VOICES CALL 


Souls in heathen darkness lying, 
Where no light has broken through, 
Souls that Jesus bought by dying, 
Whom His soul in travail knew— 
Thousand voices 
Call us o’er the waters blue. 


Christians, hearken: none has taught them 
Of His love so deep and dear; 
Of the precious price that bought them; 
Of the nail, the thorn, the spear; 
Ye who know Him, 
Guide them from their darkness drear. 


Haste, oh, haste, and spread the tidings 
Wide to earth’s remotest strand; 
Let no brother's bitter chidings 
Rise against us when we stand 
In the Judgment, 
From some far, forgotten land. 


Lo, the hills for harvest whiten, 

All along each distant shore; 
Seaward far the islands brighten ; 

Light of nations, lead us o’er! 

When we seek them, 
Let Thy Spirit go before. 
—Mrs. Cecil F. Alexander, From God’s Re- 

vivalist. 


“Ghat Night of 
Prayer 


NE missionary and his wife labored 
on a certain island thirteen years. He 


and his wife sowed the Gospel with tears, 
amid persecution and opposition. This 
missionary at last became heartbroken 
to see the want of success, and he came 
to us and pleaded with us to let him go 
to one of the other islands where people 
were crying out for a missionary. But 
we said to him, “You have acquired the 
language in the island where you are 
placed, and translated the New  Testa- 
ment into it, and we could have no one 
that would gain your influence there for 
Many years to come. Hold on, and we 
will pray for you that God’s Spirit may 
be poured out upon your work, and we 
hope ere long that you will have cause 
to praise God for the triumphs of the 
Gospel of His love.” 

The missionary and his wife returned 
to their former sphere, but when they re- 
turned, a fight had taken place between 
the slavers and the natives. A native 
chief had been shot by the white men, 
and deeds of darkness had been done 
that I cannot now enter upon. This mis- 
sionary was greatly disheartened. More- 
over, the old chief got angry with some 
of his own people, and he was. deter- 
mined that if they would not confess 
some wrongs they had done he would 
coerce them by war. 

One morning the missionaries heard 
the yells of savages approaching and, be- 
lieving their intention was to murdcr 
them, they, with their children, entered 
a boat at once, and set off with all possi- 
ble speed. It was told the old warrior, 
however, that the missionary and his 
wife were leaving. He then ran down to 
the beach and called out to them, “Come 
back; if you do not I will send my swift- 


est canoe after you, and shoot you every 
one.” 

The missionary’s wife said in tears to 
her husband, “Have we not risked our 
lives these many years for them, and suf- 
fered much amongst them? That may be 
God’s voice that we hear in that old sav- 
age. He cries, ‘Come back;’ let us com- 
mit ourselves to God in prayer, and let 
us turn back and leave the results en- 
tirely to Jesus; and if we and our chil- 
dren are all murdered, oh, the joy of get- 
ting to Heaven at the same moment with 
th.m ail.” And then they prayed as men 
will pray only when on the verge of eter- 
nity. 

O friends, it is not in the police, or ia 
the arm of law, or in the blessings that 
civilization gives, that we missionaries 
trust in the hour of danger and difficulty, 
but it is in.-throwing ourselves upon the 
promises of Him who said, ““Whatsoever 
you shall ask in my name, I will do it.” 

The boat was turned, and the old chief 
saw where it was to land on the beach. 
He ran down to the spot, and there stood 
with his great club drawn as if to strike 
the first that came ashore. The boat hesi- 
tated for a moment, but the missionary’s 
wife, picking up the baby and coming to 
the front of the boat, committed her all 
to Jesus. When she landed, the old sav- 
age swung his club over her head. But he 
said to his men, “Do not strike them; 
we will finish our own work today, and 
we will close them in their own house, 
and ceme back tomorrow and dispose of 
them.” 

But that was a night spent in prayer, 
and when the morning came they were 
calm and resigned in the arms of Jesus. 
The old chief came back soon after day- 
light, and called, “Come out, I am prepar- 
ed for you now.” He looked at the crying 
children and sorrowful parents, yet not 
sorrowing “as those that have no hope.” 

They stood for a few minutes in si- 
lence, and then the chief said, “Before 
I begin, I want to ask you a question, 
How could you come on shore as you did 
when you saw us there to murder you? 
Had we been in the boat in your position 
we would have tried to escape. How could 
you do as you did? Tell me that before 
I begin.” The missionary’s wife, in tears, 
said, “Our Jehovah God helped us to do 
what we did. You called on us to come 
back. We came back at your request, and 
now we are in your hands; but if you 
murder us, you murder those who love 
you, and who would die for you, and who 
wish to make you happy, of which we 
have given you ample evidence.” 

The old man stood looking at them for 
a few minutes and then he sat down and 
said, “Sit down beside me,” and they sat 
down. “Now,” he said, “tell me of that 
God that so helps you in your difficulty 
and danger, our god never nerves us in 
that way.” 

Then they told the story of God’s love 
and mercy, and of Christ dying for poor 
sinners. Suddenly the old man stopped 
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them and said, “What! a God of love and 
mercy! a God who can die for me! Can 
I be interested in that God’s death, and 
that salvation? Make it plain. Begin 
again.” 

And so they spent the day in tears 
and prayer, while the Holy Spirit 
wrought in the poor old savage’s heart. 
At last he said, “I think I see through 
it now; I think I understand it. The God 
that nerved you shall henceforth be my 
God. I am a worshiper of the Jehovah 
God, and I will live with you henceforth, 
and I will help you, and we will conquer 
this island for the dear Savior.” 

And now, could I take you down to 
that island, you would see there a large 
church built by these cannibals—now all 
Christian__and you would find there 
over two thousand worshipers of the liv- 
ing God.—J. G. Paton. 


How “Chey Die 


Katherine Bredemus 

After the dark days of 1915 when thou- 
sands of Armenians had been slain at the 
altar of Moslem fanaticism, a missionary 
and a Turkish guard arrived at a eertain 
village. Going over to the churchyard, 
the missionary noticed it was filled with 
human bones. “What does this mean?” 
asked the missionary. “Oh, please do not 
ask me,” replied the guard. “I would give 
all I own if I could only forget that 
dreadful scene.” 

After some urging the Turkish guard 
told the following story: 

“We came to this church after we 
thought every Armenian in this district 
was dead. To our surprise we found it 
filled with people. Being lightly armed 
we were unable to bombard it, and we 
knew that its solid stone walls defied 
fire. So we decided to sit down and starve 
them out. But the commander, growing 
tired of this, shouted in through the dour 
that if they would say, ‘There is no God 
but Allah, and Mohammed is his proph- 
et’ he would spare their lives. 

“In a short time the door opened and 
the old gray-haired preacher appeared. 
He folded his hands and bowed his head. 
The commander understood. It was the 
old Armenian answer. He was not willing 
to exchange the cross for the crescent, 
and in silence he awaited his fate. There 
was a flash of a sword and a headless 
body fell from the steps. A man follow- 
ed, and then another and another, old 
men, young men, women, girls, little chil- 
dren, mothers with babes at their breast, 
until the last person had come out of the 
church and nearly two thousand heads 
and headless bodies were piled up where 
those bones now lie.” 

The guard was unable to continue his 
story, he was convulsed with sobs. 

Finally he said, “Dr. C—, there is a 
God in Heaven, Allah the righteous One. 
He is just, and I tell you He will some 
day judge Turkey for what she has done 
to the Armenians.” 

Then he told the missionary of some- 
thing that occurred that dreadful day, 

(Continued on page 24) 
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NOTE: What do you mean by Exchange? This is perhaps rushing through your 
mind. Here is your answer. We want you to send in any good suggestions that you 
have for Y. P. E. work. If you have tried something out in your Y. P. E. which has 
been a success, pass it on through this “Exchange” and let it be a blessing. Use as 
few words as possible, just enough io make clear your thought. Try to limit yourself 
to 100 words. Our space is small. Let us make this page interesting and helpful. 
Remember, young people, this is your department, not mine, and it’s up to you to 


do your part.—Editor. 


“Dhat Christmas Means to Me 
And My New Year Resolutions 


Christmas means: “The day on which 
my Christ was born.” Christmas day has 
well been called “The Birthday of Hope.” 
It was the day on which the angels said, 
“I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” 

Christmas is the day He came for the 
purpose of saving the souls of sinful 
men. It is a day of joy and gladness 
to me. Why? Because through His birth 
on that day, my soul is saved and from 
sin I am FREE. 

It is a day of praise, a day of thanks 
to Him who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me, a day on which I always remem- 
ber Christ. This is what Christmas means 
to me.—Daisy Black, Linden, Fla. 


Nineteen hundred and thirty-two years 
ago the angels announced to the shep- 
herds in a field, a message which was to 
reach mankind the world over. In joyful 
tones they made known the birth of a 
Savior, and sang, “Peace and on the 
earth, Good will toward men.” Yes, the 
Babe of Bethlehem came to bring peace 
and freedom to souls in bondage of sin, 
a peace which calms our fearsome doubts 
and fears of life, a peace that heals all 
aches and wounds of troubled hearts. 
This was God’s gift to a sin-cursed world 
1932 years ago, therefore Christmas to 
me means eternal redemption through 
the gift of God.—Nellie Land, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


The greatest gift that e’er was given 
Was one that came to us from heaven. 
God gave the world His only Son, 
Who could give a greater one? 

Nearly 2000 years ago, one beautiful 
Christmas morning, while the shepherds 
were watching their sheep and the wise 
men were gazing at the stars, in the lit- 
tle town of Bethlehem, Jesus, the Savior 
of the world, was born to redeem you and 
me from sin. What a precious gift! God, 
the Father, had looked down thru the 
ages and loved us so that He gave His 
only begotten Son that if we believed on 
Him we should not perish but have eter- 
nal life. 

Christmas, the day the angels sang, the 
day the wise men gave gifts, the day the 
world rejoiced because Jesus’ birth meant 
that the sting of death would be lifted 
through His death and suffering, the day 
that the plan of salvation was begun for 
the redeeming of you and me.—Mpyrtle 
Biggs, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Joy to the world, the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And Heaven and nature sing. 

Christmas—Christ’s mass is a day of 
joy to me even tho’ the earth hasn’t re- 
ceived Him as King. Many thousands of 
Christians have accepted Him as such 
and I am glad that I am one of them. It 
is a joy to know that our King was born 
into the world and lived among men and 
in the prime of that life, which was 
b.ameless, took upon Himself the in- 
iquity of us all and died on the cross 
with a common thief on either side of 
Him. Oh, what divine joy comes when I 
know that Christ has done all this for 
me and I am to again celebrate the an- 
niversary of His lowly birth. It will be 
such joy to know that His presence will 
be with me when I reverently bring to 
mind again all the most beautiful names 
in the Bible—Mary and Joseph, Bethle- 
hem of Judea, shepherds, wise men of 
the East, Jesus born King of the Jews. 
Christmas means to me, a blending of all 
the precious truths of our Savior’s birth. 
—Minnie Belle Jagers, Jonesboro, Tenn. 


MY NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 


As each year brings new experiences 
and opportunities, the New Year is a 
good time to make resolutions. 

I am resolved to be a better Christian, 
thus I shall: 

1. Love God and humanity more; live 
to serve and be faithful to every task. 

2. Read God’s Word daily and strive 
to abide by its teachings. 

3. Pray more for others and help bear 
their burdens. 

4. Be kind, thoughtful and consider- 
ate of the feelings of others. 

5. Meet the hard places of life cheer- 
fully; endure hardness as a good soldier. 

6. Be loyal to the Church of God and 
the cause of Christ. 

7. Give of my means to help spread 
the Gospel. 

8. Expect the “return of the Lord” 
constantly and keep in constant readi- 
ness.—Mrs, G. R. Watson, 391 14th St. 
N.W. Atlanta, Ga. 


This morning as I think of this, a be- 
ginning of a New Year for Christ, I think 
of the resolution I should make for my 
year to be a better year for my King. I 
must study more to show myself approv- 
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ed unto God, that I may know more how 
to put on the whole armor of God. I 
must fight the battle with more courage 
and patience, and endeavor to do more 
for Jesus and the betterment of the 
Y. P. E., not a shirker but a worker, do- 
ing my duty for my Lord. I must look to 
Jesus for power, remembering, “The 
harder the battle, the sweeter the vic- 
tory.” Thank God for victory in my soul. 
—Amanda L. Fuller, Dunn, La. 


The best resolutions I can suggest for 
myself would be these: 

1. Reconsecrate my life to God and 
let Him fill my heart with so much of 
His divine love and power that my cup 
will be brimming to the top and running 
over at all times. 

2. Having a greater zeal and determi- 
nation to press forward in the work of 
the Lord. 

3. Searching the Scriptures and pray- 
ing, so my life will prove a blessing to 
those I come in contact with. 

I truly believe if every Christian would 
make these three resolutions and keep 
them they would be more of a blessing to 
God and the people in the coming year 
than they have in the past. 

—Willie Early, 1724 Freeman Ave., Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


As I enter this New Year, I enter with 
a deep determination to live a more con- 
secrated life to Him that loved me, in 
that He gave Himself for me. 

I am resolved to try to be a greater 
blessing to those with whom I come in 
contact, and be a light to light the path- 
way of precious souls who are wander- 
ing around in the cold, dark valley of sin. 

I enter this New Year resolved in my 
heart to do my best in the interest of 
and for the upbuilding of one of the best 
departments of the Church—The Church 
cf God Young People’s Endeavor.—Mpyrtle 
Black, Linden, Fla, 


COMFORT IN CHRIST 


(Continued from page 14) 


ienced joyfully the touch of His consola- 
tion during the last two thousand years. 
Millions could sing for our rest and res- 
toration the sweet sentiments sung in the 
experienced rhythms of Miss Ferris: 


“Come to Me,’ and thou shalt find it 
ointment for thy bitter care, 

Solace for thy broken hearthstone, hope 
for all thy keen despair. 

Hard thy task, and great thy burden? 
Child, I know thy every pain. 

Trust in me and I will heal thee; think 

thou not ’tis all in vain. 

For my heart is kind as woman’s and 
my power more great than man’s. 

And thy smallest grief shall vanish with 
the healing of my hands. 

Only faith I ask, I love thee more than 
human heart can know. 

Come to me and I will make thee whiter 
than the lily’s snow.” 

—From The Advance. 
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A Spiritual Tragedy, Oft 
Repeated 


“Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly,” says the 
Psalmist. “Be not deceived, evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners,” 
echoes the heathen moralist, quoted ap- 
provingly in the New Testament. “Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers,” is the inspired teaching of the 
great apostle to the Gentiles. 

These scriptures floated into our mind 
while reading the biography of Mark 
Twain. His biographer being the witness, 
he was an ungodly man, irreverent, pro- 
fane to blasphemy, a strange mixture of 
benevolence and wickedness. But he woo- 
ed and won a girl—not easily, who was 
just the opposite to this, “consecrative, 
dainty, cultured, spiritual.” Brought up 
in a Christian home, and herself a sin- 
cere believer in Christianity, it is one of 
the strange paradoxes of life that made 
her the companion of such a man. 

She undertook to change and improve 
him, doubtless with the same enthusiasm 
and confidence that other young girls 
have entered upon a similar task. Con- 
cerning his religious observance the be- 
ginning was easy enough. He had not at 
that time formulated any particular doc- 
trines of his own, his biographer informs 
us, while a natural kindness of heart and 
love for his wife inclined him towards her 
faith. Family prayers were established 
in their home, grace before meals, and 
the morning reading of a chapter in the 
Bible. 

WHAT WROUGHT THE CHANGE 


Just how long these forms continued 
is not known, but it was the Bible read- 
ing that wrought the change. As it con- 
tinued, he realized that he had never be- 
fore considered it from a doctrinal point 
of view, and as a guide to spiritual sel- 
vation. 

“Livy,” he said one day, “you may 
keep this up if you want fo, Dut I must 
ask you to excuse me from it. It is mak- 
ing me a hypocrite. I don’t believe the 
Bible. It contradicts my reason. I can’t 
sit here and listen to it, letting you be- 
lieve I regard it, as you do, in the light 
of gospel, the Word of God.” 

To trust the God of the Bible was to 
Mark Twain “to trust an irascible, vin- 
dictive, fierce and ever fickle master.” It 
is needless to say that his young wife 
was deeply grieved, and one pursues the 
story of his life from this point with a 
new and a sad interest, to see how the 
battle fares. Not a battle between him 


and her, for they seemed to nave loved 
each other, but between the forces of 
darkness and light as they operate in 
him and her. 

By and by, offsprings came into their 
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life, and the little ones under the tender 
mother’s care are taught concerning God 
and they learn to pray. 

Thankfulness arises in one’s heart as 
he reads the story, and the mother’s 
heroism, under the trying circumstances, 
stirs our sympathy and admiration. We 
wonder if it will continue? Will she be 
victorious? As we pursue the story, and 
forgetting that “dust to dust” and “ashes 
to ashes,” have been said over her grave, 
and that of her husband, for these now 
several years, we almost find ourselves 
praying that she at last may win. But 

A CRISIS COMES 

The family have taken a second jour- 
ney to Europe, this time for a prolonged 
stay. The husband is writing a book, and 
they visit Germany, Austria, Italy, 
France. The wife has enjoyed the roam- 
ing, and her gain from it had been even 
greater than her husband’s. 

“She had lost something, too,” the bi- 
ographer admits, himself apparently an 
unbeliever, “She had outstripped her tra- 
ditions,” he writes. “One day, when she 
and her sister had walked across. the 
fields, and had stopped to rest in a little 
grove by a pretty pond, she confessed, 
timidly enough and not ‘without sorrow, 
how she had drifted away from her orth- 
odox views. 

“She had ceased to believe, she said, 
in the orthodox Bible God, who exercised 
a personal supervision over every human 
soul. The hordes of people she had seen 
in many lands, the philosophies she had 
listened to from her husband and those 
wise ones about him, the life away from 
the restricted round of home, all had con- 
tributed to this charge. 

“Her God had become a larger God; the 
greater mind which exerts its care of the 
individual through immutable laws of 
time and change and environment—the 
Supreme Good which comprehends the 
individual flower, dumb creature, or hu- 
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man being only as a unit in the larger 
scheme of life and love. 

“Certainly it was the larger faith; tho’ 
the moment must always come when the 
narrower, nearer, more humanly protect- 
ing arm of orthodoxy leads closer com- 
fort. 

“Long afterward, in the years that fol- 
lowed the sorrow of heavy bereavement, 
Clemens once said to his wife, 

““‘Livy, if it comforts you to lean on 
the Christian faith do so.’” 

“And she answered, ‘I can’t, 
(she always called her 
“Youth”). I haven’t any.’ 

“And the thought that he had destroy- 
ed her illusion, without affording a con. 
pensating solace, was one that wouid 
come back to him, now and then, all his 
days.” 


Youth 
husband 


AN AWFUL TRAGEDY 


This is the tragedy of those two lives. 
In all their ups and downs, and they ined 
many, there was nothing—neither loss of 
fortune, nor death of loved ones, that 
could compare with this. 

Think of a husband feeling the need to 
say to the wife he loves, and whom he 
has helped to rob of the only real con- 
solation of her life, “If it comforts you to 
lean on the Christian faith, do so,” and 
to be obliged to hear her say, “I can’t, I 
haven’t any!” Taking away her prop and 
her stay, and having nothing to offer her 
in their place! The thought comes back 
to him! One could not envy him its re- 
currence, 

But this tragedy, in its essential fea- 
tures is oft-repeated. Sometimes it is the 
Christian woman who has married the 
unchristian man, and sometimes. the 
Christian man who has married the un- 
christian woman. Why should they per- 
mit themselves to fall in love with those 
who do not love their Lord? Oh, the bit- 
terness of it at the end! 

The end! Is there any end? 


On this page we are again giving our Inner Circle pledge for our new 
readers, This pledge fell into my hands years ago. I had it a long while 
before I signed it. Perhaps you have not yet been able to make this conse- 
cration. At the beginning of this New Year could you not make this sur- 
render to Him and give Him a chance to use you in the whitened harvest 
field this coming year? Like the great evangelist D. L. Moody, try God out 
and see what He can do through one surrendered life. 





CONSECRATION PLEDGE 





O LORD: I present 
myself unreservedly 
to Thee 


My Time, 

My Talents, 

My Tongue, 

My Will, 

My Property, 

My Reputation, 
My Entire Being, 


To Be and Do Anything 
Thou Requirest of Me. 


bring. 


i a ra 


Pledge of Faith 


Now as I have given myself away I am no 
longer my own, but all the Lord’s. 
I believe thou dost accept the offering I 


I trust Thee to work in me all the good 
pleasure of Thy will. 

Wherefore come out from among them 
and be ye separate, and I will receive you. 

As I give myself to Thee, I believe Thou 
dost receive me now. 


18 


THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


wt Children’s Page # 


“What Mary San 
Said 


“Happy New Year!” 

“Happy New Year!” responded little 
Mary Ann, as she placed her basket of 
laundry on the sidewalk and looked up 
into the cheery face of the elderly lady 
who had greeted her and _ received a 
pleasant smile. 

“Happy New Year!” she said a minute 
later, as Tim Graham ran by her. 

“Humph,” responded Tim, stopping 
quickly and turning around. “Aren’t you 
putting on airs, Mary Ann?” 

“They’re not airs, Tim,” said Mary 
Ann; “they’re just things to pass along. 
Before I came out this morning, mother 
said: ‘If you get anything good while 
you’re out, just pass it along.’ I gota 
real pleasant ‘Happy New Year’ from 
the white-haired lady you just met, so 
I’m passing it along to you. It’s your 
turn now.” 

“Mebbe,” said Tim as he turned away 
and pushed his bare hands deeper into 
his torn pockets. “But,” he added to 
himself, “I wonder who’d care for my 
Happy New Year; guess I’ll try it, tho’.” 

“Happy New Year!” he said in a half 
bashful way a minute afterward, as he 
met an officer of the law. 

“Happy New Year!” responded the big 
policeman, cheerily. “It seems good t 
have a chap like you speak up so free 
and honest.” 

“Say, will you pass it along?” asked 
Tim looking up into the face above him. 
“That’s what Mary Ann said to me, sir.” 

“That’s what I’ll do, my boy, and be 
glad to. It’s a good thing.” 

“Happy New Year, ma’am,” he said 
cheerily, as he approached an apple 
stand behind which an apple woman 
stood shivering. 

“Happy New Year!” said the apple 
woman, as Mrs. Murphy stopped to buy 
some apples. 

“A ‘Happy New Year’ is it, you’re giv- 
ing me?” exclaimed Mrs. Murphy. “Sure, 
if it’s happy new year to the loikes of 
you a ‘shivering behind the apple stand, 
what moight it be to me sick man at 
home who has a good fire and plinty of 
hot gruel? I’ll take that home to him, 
and sure he’ll stop fretting because he 
can’t get out to work till next week.”— 
Richmond Christian Advocate. 


If we would work for Jesus 
And His dear children be, 
Then we must kindness show 
To every one we see; 
For Jesus loves us truly 
And keeps us by His grace, 
So if we’re true and faithful, 
We'll some day see His face. 


BIBLE LESSONS 


THE SAVIOR’S BIRTH 
By Mrs. Hattie Utz 

Lesson text: Luke 2:1-20, Memorize. 

In this scripture lesson we read of the 
birth of the Christ-child and how the an- 
gels announced His coming to the shep- 
herds on the Judean hillside. But we can 
also read the words of the prophet who 
foretold this wonderful time hundreds of 
years before, Isa. 9:6. 

From year to year we look forward to 
the coming of Christmas. Old and young, 
rich and poor alike find in it a joyous- 
ness that no other season brings. It is the 
glory of the passing year, and the sweet- 
ness of its music, the pleasure of giving 
and receiving and the truth of its real 
meaning that will make your hearts 
happy after its joys are over. j 

Let us not forget that Christmas stands 
for Christ, the great Gift of God to man- 
kind. Other gifts will perish in time but 
the world’s best Gift will endure thru all 
eternity. When the Star of Bethlehem 
shone above the watching shepherds of 
old it was the symbol of Light to the 
world in darkness. Since then Messiah’s 
glorious Star of Love has been shining 
for every one of us to lead us to the land 
where the Christ-child is waiting for our 
coming—the land of the heavenly Bethle- 
hem beyond the celestial hills. In the 
name of our King we admonish you all 
to seek this loving Savior and pray that 
you may be filled with His “peace and 
good will’ which is offered freely to all 
who believe in Him and follow His guid- 
ing Star of Love. 


GOD’S GRACIOUS CARE 
Flora E. Trim 
Lesson: Psa. 95:1-11, Memorize. 
“Thy bountiful care, what tongue can re- 
cite, 


It breathes in the air, it shines in the 
night, 

It streams from the hills, it descends to 
the plain, 

And sweetly distills in the dew and the 
rain.” 


Our God is a great God who made heav- 
en and earth and all that in them is. He 
is the “Rock of our salvation”’—some- 
thing sure and steadfast. How are we 
told to worship Him? Love Him and 
obey Him. Let your heart be loving, ten- 
der, and obedient to His voice. 


KINDNESS TO OTHERS 
By Mrs. Hattie Utz 

Lesson thought: Eph. 4:32. 

We are told in the Word of God to be 
kind to one another and we have a beau- 
tiful lesson to illustrate our thought in 
the gospel of Luke. Memorize Luke 10: 
30-38. 

Even if we are children, 
Many ways to show kindness—in our 
home life, to our loved ones; in our 
schoolroom and on the playground; heip- 


there are 
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ing our friends to carry their burdens, 
and sympathizing in times of sorrow. 

Luke 6:33-35 tells us to be kind to our 
enemies and love them. We will not want 
to do wrong because others do but will 
observe the Golden Rule. 


FORGIVE AND BE FORGIVEN 
By Flora E. Trim 

Lesson, Matt. 18:21-35; Mark 11:25-26. 
(Memorize); Matt. 6:12-15; (memorize). 

Sometimes little children want to dc 
wrong and they like to do it more than 
they like to do right. But Jesus says we 
must not do what is wrong; and if we 
are doing wrong, we must stop doing it, 
no matter how hard it is to stop. For if 
we know that we are doing wrong and 
go on doing it, and will not stop, then 
we shall be punished for it here and af- 
ter we die. But if we mind God and do 
what is right, we shall be taken up to 
heaven after we die. 

Jesus said that if any person is unkind 
to us, and afterward that person come 
and tells us he is sorry for it, we must 
forgive him. And if he is unkind to us a 
great many times, and afterwards tells 
us he is sorry, we must forgive him ev- 
erything, no matter how often it may be. 


“Che Best Gift 


“I’m afraid—I haven’t give you—the 
right kind—of gift.” It was Christmas 
night, and the words, punctuated with 
sobs, came from my little eight-year-old 
girl. 

“Why, yes, you have, dearie,” I replied. 
“Didn’t you give papa your love and a 
promise to be good and kind to all your 
brothers and sisters?” 

“Yes, but I don’t think that was 
enough. I ought to have given you some- 
thing to show it.” : 

In the morning she had climbed into 
my bed and as she snuggled up to me 
she said, “Papa, I haven’t got you any 
Christmas present.” I knew how little 
money she had had to spend, and so I 
said, “Well, you can give papa your love 
and that will be better than any gift.” 
And she had dressed and gone down in- 
to my study and on a scrap of paper had 
written: 

“Dear Papa: My Chrfsimas gift to you 
is my love and to be a good girl and to 
be kind to the rest of the children. 

Yours truly, Maxine.” 

As I remembered that little note I felt 
a tightening in my throat and took her 
in my arms and said, “No, dearie, your 
love is more precious to papa than any 
gift you could have given.” 

And then, like a flash, it dawned upon 
me that in this experience of my father- 
hood, God had given me a vision of his 
own Father-heart. 

If we really love Him, though our only 
manifestation of it be a love note on a 
scrap of paper, it is acceptable to Him. 
“Vainly we offer each ample oblation; 

Vainly with gifts would His favor se- 

cure; ~- 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; 

Dearer to God are the prayers of the 

poor.” 
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Ghristmas Eve On Gorest Heights 


(Continued from page 9) 


one of the hardest hours in Kathleen Gra- 
ham’s sheltered life. She breathed a sigh 
of relief, she must be near the turn that 
would bring the lighted house within 
her range of vision. The next moment 
the first sense of real fear came to the 
girl. She must be out of the road; twice 
the car went over some obstruction that 
jolted her terribly, and the last time 
there was a grinding, breaking noise. She 
stopped the car, then sent it ahead. The 
soft purring of the engine was changed 
into a guttural, rasping sound. Then the 
car stopped. 

No effort of the trembling girl could 
start it. Again and again she tried, but 
with no success, Then, spreading on the 
snow a blanket from the back seat, she 
stepped down, a flashlight from an inner 
car pocket in her hand. It would do no 
good for her to lift the hood and peer 
into the intricacies of the machinery, 
but she could think of nothing else to do. 

“And I must do something,” she said 
aloud. 

After her futile exploration of the ma- 
chinery Kathleen waded far enough ut 
into the snow to learn that she had in- 
deed left the road. Two small trees stood 
before her car and only a little distance 
from it. The snow was soft and already 
deep enough to clog her footsteps. 

“What shall I do? I dare not leave the 
car and attempt to find the house. I’ve no 
idea in what direction it is.” Then she 
bowed her head. “O Father above, help 
me! Guide me! Save me!” 

She climbed back into the car, pulling 
off her wet overshoes, and wrapping her- 
self in the robes and blankets. Then she 
put out her hand, to touch the car’s horn. 
It responded, 

“That and the lamps will last, last un- 
til someone comes,” she Murmured, sum- 
moning all her strength. “I’ve the flash- 
light, and I’ll send out a call, as loud as 
I can and long, every ten minutes. Some- 
one will come. If not—? and she stopped, 
trying to shut from her mind the thought 
of what might be the result of the condi- 
tion in which she found herself. 

Late that afternoon Nora Lane left a 
farmhouse several miles from her home. 
She had ridden out from the city with 
the man and had eaten dinner with the 
family. Nora was on her way to spend 
Christmas at her own home. Strapped on 
her back was a light pack containing 
Christmas gifts for her family. She dis- 
missed the woman’s plea that she would 
wait until morning with a laugh. 

“Then John would not have his new 
books until tomorrow. We Lanes always 
have a Christmas tree, have it from our 
own woods. Somehow the night of »dur 
Lord’s coming to earth as a babe means 
much to me, and I want to spend it with 
my own.” 

“It’s snowing now, Nora,” the farmer 
said. 

“We never have snow enough to 
amount to anything here. And I know 
every inch of the way. Thanks for the 


ride and the dinner and the present for 
John, Merry Christmas to you all.” 

She went along easily. The increasing 
snowfall did not make her uneasy; she 
looked momentarily for it to lessen.When 
darkness veiled the land, the girl had to 
slacken her pace. “I never saw such snow, 
and it is not often as cold as this,” she 
said to herself. “Let me see. This is Jim 
Carter’s land, and it’s fenced, T’ll not 
wander from the road. Next comes the 
Graham woods, and no fence. I am glad 
I have a flashlight I bought for Father 
a Christmas present in my cloak pocket.” 

Occasionally she had to pause to rest. 
On reaching the woods she had to go 
slowly, to make sure she was in the road. 
Once she slipped and fell. Her light 
escaped injury, and she sat in the snow 
a few minutes, thinking. Suddenly she 
rose, saying aloud: 

“T’ll follow the woods along to the open- 
ing, instead of taking the turn off for 
home, When I come to where I can see 
the lights on Forest Heights, the lights 
of the house by that name, I can strike 
a course across their ground to our line 
of woods. From there I will be able to see 
the lamp I know mother has in the win- 
dow.” 

So it came about that just’as she was 
on the edge of the grove she heard a car’s 
horn. It came again and again. Nora 
stood still. 

“Can that be someone calling for help? 
It must be a car’s gone off the road and 
is stalled. How can I make them under- 
stand that they must keep it going to 
guide me to them?” 

She waited until she had regained her 
breath, then began to sing, ‘Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing.” Her voice was 
sweet, strong but untrained. 

Kathleen Graham, shivering in the car, 
fighting a fear for her life, praying for 
courage and strength, heard the singing. 
She sat erect, putting aside the heavy 
woolen scarf she had wound around her 
head. From out of the blackness and the 
storm came the words of a loved Christ- 
mas hymn. 

“ ‘Hail, all ye nations, rise, join the tri- 
umph of the skies; ; 

With th’ angelic host proclaim, Christ 
is born in Bethlehem. 
Hark, the herald angels sing, 
the newborn King.’” 

“I thank Thee, thou ‘newborn King!’” 
Kathleen murmured. Then she put out 
her hand, and again the car’s horn 
sounded. 

Soon the two girl’s were clinging to- 
gether. Each was telling her story, laugh- 
ing, crying. Nora offered to go on to 
Forest Heights for help, but Kathleen 
would not let her go alone. They stum- 
bled along in the darkness, hand in hand. 
Suddenly a cry broke from Kathleen’s 
lips. 

“See? See the lights of Forest Heights! 
I was so near, and they did not know. 
Have we the strength to go on?” 

“We must have. Lean on me. God will 
help us.” 


Glory to 
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They toiled on, their breath coming in 
gasps. To each it seemed as if the beat- 
ing of her overworked heart must be 
heard by the other. It came to be only 
a resolute lifting of first one foot and 
then another. Farther than that they 
dared not think. Slowly the great house 
seemed to come nearer. Shades were up; 
nearly every window was aglow. Within 
were shaded lamps, open fires, tables 
spread with savory food, kind faces, ten- 
der hearts, safety, Christmas cheer. 

“And we must go on,” Kathleen mur- 
mured. 


At the foot of the steps leading up to 
the front door Nora slipped and went 
down. She was unable to rise or to re 
strain her moans of pain. For a moment 
Kathleen bent over her. 

“You have saved my life, dear girl. Al- 
ways we will be sisters, children of our 
heavenly Father.” 

She struggled on, to throw the door 
open and enter the hall, calling, “Daddy! 
Miles! Aunt Kate! She fell on the steps, 
the girl who saved me.” 

It was the next morning before Nora 
was fully aware of her surroundings. The 
older of the visiting DeLong brothers 
was a physician; he had bound the bruis- 
ed and strained ankle and administered 
a sedative. When Nora opened her eyes it 
was to find Kathleen bending over her. 


“Everything is all right, Nora, dearest. 
The boys went down to your home, thru 
the storm last night, to tell your folks 
you were safe. As soon as you have had 
breakfast they will have a car ready to 
take you home. Much as I would like to 
keep you with me, I know you want to 
spend Christmas with your own.” 

Nora smiled and turned her head, to 
look from the window at her side, The 
earth was covered with snow and flood- 
ed with sunlight. Overhead the sky was 
of the deepest blue. As Kathleen bathed 
her guest’s hands and face and helped 
her sit up in bed, the two talked eagerly. 
The telephone at Forest Heights was out 
of order. Alarmed at the _ threatening 
weather reports George Graham had sent 
into town, by some workmen returning 
there, a message to the garage where he 
had left his car. This was to bid his chil- 
dren remain in the city until daybreak. 

“For some reason it was not delivered. 
So my people were not uneasy about our 
coming, and they had no idea I would 
come alone. Your father thought you 
would not venture out from the home of 
your friends. Nora?” 

“Yes, Miss Graham.” 

“Kathleen to you, now and always. 
Last night shook my father. He re 
nounces all claim upon your father’s 
farm. You Lanes shall have plenty cf 
time to pay your debt and help to earn 
the money to do it. We will be neighbors, 
we two families.” 

“But you are rich and—” 

“Don’t say that. What does it matter? 
It’s Christmas, dear one. We will open 
our hearts for the entering anew of 
Christ’s spirit. 

“‘Life and light to all He brings, 
Risen with healing on His wings.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S 


Bible Lessons 


NOTE: To those who have not used 
these lessons before and need instruction, 
we will try to help you with these few 
wo.ds. We prepare our lessons so that 
you will have about six or seven parts 
to hand out to your young people for a 
foundation for their talks. If each of you 
will study the whole lesson, it will make 
it much easier to understand the part 
you are to take. To the leader let me say, 
Divide your parts up between those who 
are accustomed to speaking and _ those 
who are just boginners, so that you wi!l 
not have all the good speaxers on at the 
same time. Never fail to have as many 
as three good speakers on your program. 
Give the rest to beginners. Have som» 
good songs on the subject if possible and 
use them along in your program. Have 
some specials. Ask the young people to 
bring their musical instruments and use 
them for God. 

If you need help in organizing your 
young people, send to the Church of God 
Publishing House, Cleveland, Tennessee, 
for the booklet, “How to Organize and 
Conduct C. of G. Y. P. E.” 

We want to suggest to pastors and 
leaders of young people who are using 
these lessons, to look over all four of the 
lessons as soon as you get the paper and 
appoint your leaders for the month so 
each leader will have plenty of time to 
work out their program. 





LESSON ONE 


A Christmas Lesson 


By the Editor 
Scripture text: John 3:16 


THOUGHTS FOR THE LEADER 

Our text without a doubt is the great- 
est verse in the Bible. Without the truth 
in this text we would be of all men most 
miserable. It is about this great and won- 
derful gift that God gave to us that we 
want to dwell upon in this Christmas les- 
son. We are hearing on every side about 
the dark and perilous days that are up- 
on us, the wave of crime that sweeps our 
land, the commotion, turmoil and up- 
heaval, but amidst it all, when it looks 
as though everything good has _ been 
swept away, we need not despair, “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten son, that whosoever believ- 
eth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” Then we should rejoice 
at this Christmas time as we turn our 
thoughts away to the birth of the Christ 
Child. 


PEACE ON EARTH 
Micah 4 


As men think of the angels’ song of 
peace on earth, good will to men_ that 
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this Christ was to bring, and then 
compare it with another Scripture which 
tells us that there shall be wars and ru- 
mors of wars, nation shall rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom, 
they are made to wonder how long, O 
Lord, how long until this peace shall 
come? Micah had a vision of the time 
when swords were to be beaten into plow- 
shares, and spears into pruning hooks, 
with nation no more lifting up sword 
against nation. He saw the inhabitants 
sitting peacefully, every man under his 
own fig tree. This was severai hundred 
years before the angels sang of peace, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and .%n 
earth peace, good will to men.” At this 
t:me the world scemed no nearer peace 
than it did in the day of Micah’s proph- 
etic vision. But it was nearer. It has been 
nearly two thousand years since this 
song rang out on the midnight air and 
still peace among the nations is not here. 
Surely anything else but peace reigns. 
This will never take place until the devil 
is chained and cast into the bottomless 
pit. Rev. 20:2, 3. How can we have peace 
with the enemy of peace in our land? 
But this great time is coming by and by. 


A BRIGHTER PICTURE 
Phil. 4:7. 


We want to turn our eyes away from 
the awful picture of the turmoil of the 
nations and that which exists among our 
fellowmen and think for a while upon 
the wonderful peace, the coming of the 
Christ Child brought to the hearts of 
men, that peace that passeth all under- 
standing. Oh, no, men cannot’ under- 
stand how God’s little ones can~ hav 
peace in the midst of sorrows of all 
kinds. In the midst of persecution when 
men are reviling and saying all manner 
of evil against them. It is not possible 
for the natural man to understand how 
this can be. But this is the result of God 
sending His Son a gift to the world. This 
great gift was sent to the whole world, 
not just a select few. Have you accept- 
ed Him and do you have this peace? 

HOW TO OBTAIN THIS PEACE 

—A GIFT TO MAN, Rom. 12:1 

At Christmas time there is usually an 
exchange of gifts among friends. Perhaps 
this custom originated from the fact that 
an exchange must take place between 
God the Father and humanity. God gave 
His Son a sacrifice for us and He ex- 
pects something in return. What does He 
expect? As He gave all for us, His only 
Son, then He expects us to give all for 
Him. This peace cannot be obtained for 
less. Your all may not be a large offer- 
ing of gold and silver; it may be just 
the widow’s mite. You may not have 
great talents to lay at the Master’s feet, 
but your small talent, the few loaves and 
fishes are just as precious in His sight, 
if it is your all. That life dedicated {o 
His service will mean more to Him than 
all the money you could lay at His feet. 
However, those who possess riches must 
lay it all on the altar together with their 
lives, before they can enjoy this peace 
that passeth understanding. “So like- 
wise, whosoever he be of you that forsak- 
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eth not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciples.” Luke 14:33. Oh, what a strong 
statement! How many of our professed 
Christians are going to be disappointed 
when they find that they are not His on 
that great day when the sheep are sepa- 
rated from the goats. 


THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST 
Acts 2:4. 


This is another great gift God has sent 
into the world, the third person of the 
Trinity. When Jesus finished His earthly 
mission and returned to His place 
at the Father’s right hand, there to make 
intercession for us, He left a promise to 
His children that He would send them 
another Comforter to take His place. 
Please notice that this promise was to 
His children, not unsaved people as some 
try to explain. In His last message to 
His beloved disciples who had walkeu 
and talked with Him, who had been sent 
forth to preach the gospel, to heal the 
sick, cleanse the leper, raise the dead, He 
told them to wait in that upper room un- 
til He sent them this gift. They obeyed 
and we see what happened in our Scrip- 
ture text. Does this Christmas seasor 
f.nd you without this gift? Peter in His 
great sermon says, “For the promise is 
unto you and to your children and to 
all that are afar off, even aS many as ihe 
Lord our God shall call.” Acts 2:39. Will 
you not let Him give you this great gift 
at this Christmas time? He is waiting tv 
fill you with power and make you a soul 
winner for Him. Your gift to Him of self 
must be made first in order that He may 
cleanse the vessel for this great gift of 
the Holy Ghost. 


NO ROOM FOR CHRIST 


As there was no room for Christ in the 
inn, so there are many places where 
there is no room for Him here on earth. 
There are many places where the gentle 
Holy Spirit, the third person in the ‘l'rin- 
ity would be grieved to see the wy 
Christmas is celebrated. Every home 
should be careful to have nothing take 
place which Jesus, the One whose day we 
celebrate, could not endorse or enjoy. 
What about celebrating one’s birthday 
and that person not there. Oh, yes, we 
always try to do the things that will 
please the one whose birthday we cele 
brate. Then let us be careful just how 
we act on that day. You may ask, “Must 
we put on a long face and sit around all 
day?” Oh, no, but it should be a joyous 
day of giving of gifts, a day when loved 
ones come home, but we should never 
leave Jesus out of our planning. Let us 
ask ourselves this question, “What would 
Jesus like today?” What should our con- 
versation be? We who are Christians 
should pray that God’s glory should rise 
and shine on that day around those who 
are unsaved in the family circle and that 
they too would get a glimpse of the 
Christ Child. 

NO ROOM IN OUR CHURCHES 

There are many churches in our land 
today where Christ is not welcome at 
Christmas time, because the program 
they put on would not please Him. 
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Christmas programs and all other church 
programs should be so beautiful and in- 
spiring that Jesus Himself could sit in 
the pew and be satisfied. Some people do 
not believe in programs in the church. I 
have seen some that I didn’t believe in 
either, and then I have seen others that 
left one feeling that they had been right 
in the presence of Christ, some that we 
know Christ Himself could enjoy. Let us 
not forget that Christ must be the guest 
of honor in our home and church cele- 
bration. Let us not forget that He must 
have first place in our hearts that day 
for it is His birthday. 


Joy to the world, the Lord has come, 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Eim room 
And Heaven and nature sing. 


LESSON TWO 


New Year Lesson 
By the Editor 
THE NEW YEAR 
Scripture text: Isa. 41:10-13. 
THOUGHTS FOR THE LEADER 


Fear not, I am with thee; oh, be not dis- 
mayed, 

For I am thy God, I will still give thee 
aid; 

lil comfort thee, help thee and cause 
thee to stand, 

Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand. 


These are Gcd’s comforting words to 
us as we enter the threshold of the New 
Yca-. Many of us are frightened by the 
new, the uncertain, the unknown and 
the unseen way. Our God has said all 
through His Word, “Fear not.” He is still 
saying it today. If we will get in tune 
with His gentle voice, we will hear it 
just now. Fear not the universe for our 
Ged is over all. Fear not hardship. No 
better way has been found to separate 
the gold from the dross. Fear not sorrow, 
trouble, d sease or death. Our Master con- 
quered them and He gives us power to 
meet them bravely. Fear not the burden 
that awaits your shoulders. Lift it, carry 
it, trust God for strength. Fear not trials 
and t:mptations. With every temptation 
you shal be shown a way of escape. Fear 
not new tasks, new adventures, new 
paths. Some must blaze the trails that 
others may build the highways. God’s 
grace is sufficient for the New Year. 


NEW YEAR PRAYER 


This morning as I worked about the 
kitchen the Lord gave me these two 
verses below, which I am sure were 
given that I might pass them on to you 
in this lesson as a prayer for this coming 
year. Could we not memorize them and 
say them each day through the year 
1933? 


Lord, make me willing to step out on thy 
promise, 

Willing to go at thy call; 

Willing to yield each day to thy Spirit, 

And lay on the altar my all. 
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Jesus, my Savior, Redeemer, 

What would’st thou have me to do? 
Take me and fill me and use me, 
All this New Year through. 


I am sure if we can pray this prayer 
from the heart, we can feel assured that 
God will keep His promise—“Lo! I am 
with you alway even to the end of the 
world.” And we can d°pend upon our Gog 
keeping His word and we need not fear 
what comes to this old world. He will 
hide us away from the storms of life. 
“Fear thou not for I am with thee: Be 
not dismayed; For I am thy God: I will 
strengihen thee: Yea I will uphold thee 
wih the right hand of my righteous- 
ness.” Then let us go forth fearlessly 
with only one aim in view, to get this 
wonderful latter rain Gospel to the peo- 
ple and see souls saved and _ believers 
deepened in God, sanctified and filled 
with the Holy Ghost and ready for the 
coming of the King for His own. 

LIVING EPISTLES 

“Ye are our epistles written in our 
hearts, known and read of all men.” 2 
Cor. 3:2. 

Remember that during the year 1933 
men and women, boys and girls are go- 
ing to read you. Their Bibles’ will be 
covered with dust or hidden away in 
some dark corner perhaps in the attic 
amidst the trash; who knows? And God 
expects you to be their Bible. One little 
misstep may cause them to stumble. Oh, 
how careful we should be that our lives 
might be an open book, always ready for 
men to read. Let us see that which men 
should see in us. First our lives snould 
be filled with His Spirit, and the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuf- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, and temperance. In this New Year 
lesson we want to see if we are produc- 
ing this fruit. 

LOVE, 1 Cor. 13. 

Do we have the love of God _ shed 
abroad in our hearts until the fragrance 
from our lives lifts and encourages trou- 
bled hearts with whom we are called to 
associate. It is love, the opposite of 
hatred, that the outside world is loox- 
ing for and this is the reason the world 
is in the condition it is today. Poor sin- 
sick souls have been looking for love and 
have found so little that they have decid- 
ed that, “No man careth for my soul.” 
Love must be in the individual before 
it can shine out. We cannot put it on 
as a man puts on his coat, but the inner- 
most being must be saturated with ‘t. 
The natural man is helpless. Sinners can 
tell when the real burning love of God 
is there. 

JOY 

“The joy of the Lord is my strength.” 
It is the joy of the Lord that we need 
during this New Year to give us strength 
for the battle. David felt his need of it 
when he cried unto the Lord, “Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation.” He 
had failed God and was in distress. He 
needed joy. At the beginning of this New 
Year do you have the joy of the Lord or 
the joy of the world? Do you find your 


joy in serving Him or is it in the pleas- 
ures of the world. How much joy do we 
find in reading God’s Word, and finding 
His will for our lives and then gladly 
obeying that will? The New Year with 
all its conflicts must be backed up by 
th's joy or we sha 1 faint by the wayside, 
and men shall fa.] to read Christ in our 
lives, 
PEACE 

Do we possess that peace that passeth 
all understanding?—peace that the world 
cannot give neither can it take away. Oh, 
yes, this peace will remain amidst the 
most severe trials, misunderstandings 
and criticisms as long as we keep our 
eyes on the Christ from whom this peace 
comes. But like Peter, when we get our 
eyes on the waves we will sink and lose 
our peace. “Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, 
because he trusteth in thee.” Isa. 26:3. 

LONGSUFFERING 


Here is a test of our Spirit-filled life. 
I fear that many of us would be weigh- 
ed in the balances and found wanting 
along this line. But, dear ones, we know 
that this is possible for we have tried 
it and found it to be true. When we have 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in all His full- 
ness in our lives it just isn’t possible for 
us to hate or have unkind feelings. When 
filled with the Spirit there is no room 
for anything unlike Christ. But if we 
feel that little tinge of malice, jealousy 
and other works of the flesh creeping in, 
then we have failed to watch ana pray 
and read our Bibles and the Spirit hzg 
leaked out enough to make room for 
these unchristlixe actions. The writer of 
this lesson has experienced this also aid 
we can imagine that ali who study this 
lesson have at some time or other failed 
along this line. We do not want to fail 
like this in 1933, do we? Then let us re- 
solve now to pray and study our Bibles, 
$0 that no evil thing can enter our hearts, 
and as men read our lives they can see 
Christ. 

GOODNESS 

“There is none good no not one,” so 
the Bible tells us. We are all sinners 
saved by grace. Jeremiah tells us that 
na.urally, “The hcart is dcccitful above 
all things and desperately wicked.” By 
these Scriptures we can see that it takes 
Christ within to make us good. Many 
men and women tell us they do not need 
salvation, that they are already good 
enough. Oh, nothing but the blood of Je- 
sus can make us whole. 


What can wash away my sins? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make us whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 


Oh, precious is the flow 

That makes us white as snow; 

No other fount I know, 

Noth'ng but the blood of Jesus. 
GENTLENESS 


We often hear the expression, “She is 
as genile as a dove.” The dove is a type 
of the Holy Spirit, and if we are filled 
with the Spirit we will be dovelike in 
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our nature, gentle, patient and kind to 
all with whom we come in contact. Shall 
we be gentle during the coming year, or 
shall our voices be unkind, our looks, 
our actions so unlike Jesus that men 
will go the ways of the world rather than 
follow Christ if that is a sample of His 
children? Let us watch and pray lest we 
enter into temptation. “The Spirit indeed 
is willing but the flesh is weak.” 


FAITH 


Jesus said, “When I return will I find 
faith on the earth?” No wonder He said 
this as He looked down through the ages 
and saw the condition of the world to- 
day. We surely are living in the last 
days and according to Acts 1:11, this 
same Jesus will return literally to the 
earth as He went away. What will He 
find when He comes? For “as the days 
of Noah were so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be.” Matt. 24:37. We 
remember at that time there were only 
eight saved out of all that multitude of 
people. Yes, there will be a remnant at 
His coming who have not denied the 
faith. The way is narrow and few there 
be that find it. Will we be among that 
number who have been faithful in 1933? 
“Be thou faithful unto death and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” 


MEEKNESS 


Meekness is just the opposite of the old 
fiery self-life, retaliative spirit which ex- 
ists in so many professed Christians in 
the world today; Not seeking place or 
position but seeking to glorify Christ, 
willing to take the lowest seat, or glad 
to be just a doorkeeper in the house of 
our God. “He that humbleth himself shall 
b2 exalted, and he that exalteth himself 
shall be abased.” 


TEMPERANCE 


This is a great subject in the world 
today, a much talked of subject, and we 
cannot understand how any one with 
any vision at all can tell us the world is 
growing better. The great wave of in- 
temperance that is sweeping our country 
and which will grow worse, will perhaps 
open some blind eyes to the real facts in 
the case. It behooves us as children of 
light to be temperate along all lines for 
the world is reading us. Some people do 
not think of temperance along any line 
except strong drink. There are many oth- 
er ways of being intemperate. One can be 
intemperate along the line of dress, 
pleasure seeking, money making and 
many other ways we might mention. 

Dear boys and girls, are we fruitbear- 
ing Christians? If we have not been the 
past year, will you not make this one 
of your New Year resolutions? Let us 
ask ourselves the question, Can _ the 
world see Jesus in me? 


“He came to my desk with quivering !ip, 
The lesson done. 
‘Dear teacher, I want a new leaf,’ he said, 
‘I’ve spoiled this one.’ 
I took the old leaf so stained and blotted, 
I gave him a new one all unspotted; 
And into his sad eyes I smiled, 
‘Do better now, my child.’ 
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“I went to the throne with quivering soul; 
The old year was done. 

‘Dear Father, hast thou a new leaf for me? 
I’ve spoiled this one.’ 

He took the old leaf all stained and 

blotted, 

And gave me a new one all unspotted, 

And into my sad heart he smiled, 
‘Do better now, my child.’” 


NOTE: You may use this for a watch 
night service if you desire. Have a ser- 
vice of talks on the following subjects: 
“Making, breaking and keeping  resolu- 
tions,” “The value of defeats,” “The dan- 
ger of successes.” Have the pastor or 
some good speaker to talk about how to 
overcome defeats, victories, handicaps, 
and all obstacles in life. 


LESSON THREE 


Paul The Great Statesman 
And Christian 


By Mrs. E. Jackson, Somerset, Pa. 
Scripture Lesson, Acts 22:1-30 
PAUL’S PARENTAGE 


When Jesus was about five or six years 
old, a boy was born in a wealthy family 
of Pharisees, who lived in Tarsus, the 
capital city of the Roman province of 
Cilicia in Asia Minor. His father belong- 
ed to the tribe of Benjamin and gave to 
his son the name of the famous king of 
that tribe, Saul. Since he was a Roman 
citizen, he was also called Paul, a Re- 
man name. Saul unlike most Jewish boys 
had the privilege of saying, “Civis Ro- 
manus sum” (I am a Roman citizen). 

The Roman government was a great 
world power at that time. People felt the 
dignity and weight of Roman rule every- 


where. Roman citizenship was highly 
prized. “With a great sum _ I obtained 
this citizenship,” said the captain to 


Paul. “But I am a Roman born,” was 
Paul’s answer, and Jew that he was, he 
gloried in his birthright. But Paul never 
forgot he was a Jew. Above all things 
he felt the superiority of his nation in 
matters of religion. He gave himself 
wholly to the observance of the Jewish 
laws and customs. 


PAUL’S BIRTHPLACE AND ENVIRON- 
MENTS IN YOUTH 


“I am verily a man which am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia—,” Acts 
22:3, are the words of Paul. 

From the city of Tarsus could be seen 
the snow-capped mountains of the Taurus 
Range, ten thousand feet above the level 
of the sea. Breaking through them just 
to the north are the famous Cilician 
Gates. A great Roman road ran through 
those gates, built mile after mile by 
slaves, who spread layers of stone over 
the road and then cut and fitted a facing 
of hard white stone that would last thru 
centuries, Thru that pass Cyrus and 
Xerxes led their hosts and now in Paul’s 
day the Roman soldiers, the masters of 
the world, journeyed back and forth. 
Through those mountain gates the her- 
alds of a greater King were destined to 
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pass, a King who wore a crown of thorns, 
but whose kingdom would outlast those 
hills. 

History says that in Paul’s days the 
city of Tarsus, twelve miles from the sea, 
was a harbour and up stream came ships 
from all over the known world. No doubt 
Saul, the boy, had his share with other 
boys loitering around the docks, listen- 
ing to the sailors and merchants tell of 
great sights and great deeds in various 
parts of the world. The city of Tarsus 
was very beautiful. Stories were told of 
how Anthony, the Roman conqueror and 
ruler, lived in the palace and how the 
beautiful queen Cleopatra of Egypt came 
sailing up the river years before. There 
never was a ship as the one which bore 
Cleopatra. The sails were purple, the 
stern was covered with beaten gold and 
the oars with silver that flashed as they 
dipped in and out of the water. 

With all its tyrannies, the Roman gov- 
ernment maintained law and order. The 
Romans were great organizers and build- 
ers. 

It must have been exciting to the boys 
to hear the wild rapid clatter of the 
horses’ hoofs on the beaten stone road- 
way which stretched thru the heart of 
Asia Minor down thru the pass of the 
Taurus Mountains, out to the distant 
East, as the chariots swept by their city, 
bearing the mandates of the Roman of- 
ficers. (The roads which some built are 
traversed to this day.) 

Often Roman soldiers could be seen in 
Tarsus marching to and from the castle, 
wearing leathern jackets with shining 
plates of brass in the front and on their 
heads helmets, in their left hands long 
heavy spears, over their backs’ shields 
studded with brass and hanging from 
their sides short swords of bronze. We 
think the boy Saul had a feeling of pride 
as he looxed at the Roman soldiers and 
stood under the stately porticoes of the 
Roman temples, and he liked to hear the 
story of Rome’s glory as well as the stir- 
ring stories of his own nation’s life. 

The intellectual force of Paul’s world 
was Greek. The New Testament books 
were for the Jews, but were written in 
Greek. The Greeks enriched the world 
with some of its greatest literature and 
with matchless works of art which are 
the wonder of our day. The Greeks glo- 
ried in physical life and beauty. 

Strict Jews would never let their sons 
go into the Greek gymnasiums, but young 
men in white tunics could be seen run- 
ning up marble steps which extended to 
the water’s edge to a gymnasium of great 
size and splendor. Often from the corri- 
dors came the sounds of cheering as ihe 
athletes wrestled with one ancther and 
contested in throwing the javelin and 
discus. From Saul’s Greek companions le 
could hear of the contests going on at 
the race course and the stadium. 

All these things must have appealed 
to the imagination of Saul, the Jewish 
boy, hence as James Stalker says, “The 
language of Paul is impregnated with 
the atmosphere of the city and alive with 
the tramp and hurry of the streets. His 
imagery is borrowed from scenes of hu- 
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man energy and monuments of cultivat- 
ed life—the soldiers in full armor, the 
athlete in the arena, the building of 
heuses and temples, the triumphal pro- 
cession of the victorious general. 
PAUL’S EARLY LIFE 

The training of a Jewish boy always 
began in the home. Young Saul’s mother 
would be the closest companion of the 
boy and his sister during the early years 
of their lives. Naturally, they would go 
to the house-top in the cool of the eve- 
ning. She would tell over and over the 
wonderful tales of their nation’s life. Her 
stories were the Jewish lad’s. picture 
book. His first school to go to was th? 
synagogue school. His schol life wou: 
seem very strange to us. For the most 
part the lessons were learned by heart 
and repeated aloud. 

When of a certain age, the boy thir- 
teen or fourteen years old, went thru the 
most important ceremony in the life of 
a Jewish boy. He was given an examina- 
tion in the law of Moses and afterwards 
was called a son of the law, because he 
was now responsible for his own acts be- 
fore the law. 

At last the day dawned when Paul left 
Tarsus and went to Jerusalem to study 
under the famous rabbi, Gamaliel. To the 
boys who went there to study, it was 
school, college, cathedral, alf In one. In 
Jerusalem was the most beautiful build- 
ing in all the world to the Jews, the tem- 
ple, in which the life of their nation is 
centered. 


Paul spent ten years in Jerusalem. 
Then, when about twenty-three years 
old, he returned to Tarsus. There he 


lived during the ministry of Jesus and 
the founding of the church in Jerusalem. 
There was a great university in Tarsus. 
He may have attended lectures there dur- 
ing this period as his writings show the 
influence of Greek philosophy, it is said, 
as well as the law of his own nation. 

Paul, the enthusiastic young rabbi, 
must have had the wonderful vision of 
the golden age, when the Messiah would 
come and set His people free, and the 
God they worshiped would rule in the 
hearts of all men. 

THE NEW LIFE 

“I was not disobedient unto the heav- 
enly vision.”—Paul., 

When about thirty-two we find Paul in 
Jerusalem as a member of the Sanhedrin, 
a doctor of the law. He had reached Je- 
rusalem to find the city stirred with the 
news that a large number of people had 
followed the leadership of Jesus, the 
Nazarene, who had been put to death for 
claiming to be the Messiah. The leaders 
of the church went into the synagogue 
and proclaimed that Jesus had risen from 
the dead. They continued to preach the 
gospel of the risen Lord. This sounded 
like treason to Paul and the other Phari- 
sees. Paul thought the Christians were 
enemies to his religion. Backed by the 


Sanhedrin, he headed a campaign of 
persecution against the followers of Je- 
sus. He went from synagogue to syna- 
gogue and broke in upon the meetings 
and called upon them to give up their 
religion. He followed them into every 
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city into which he had heard of their 
going, that he might rid his country of 
a@ movement which seemed to him so 
dangerous. He inflicted fines, imprison- 
ments and punishments of scourging. 

Rabbi Saul expected to stamp out 
Christianity. Instead, Christianity chang- 
ed his life. Thus, the story of his conv®r- 
sion. Jesus revealed Himself to Paul in 
a way as He had revealed Himself %n 
different occasions after His  resurrec- 
tion, so Paul was convinecd that after all 
Jesus was alive, as His followers had 
said. To Jesus, Paul gave himself unre- 
servedly. From that hour, all that Christ 
was, he tried to be. 

THE CALL TO SERVICE 

“Now then we are ambassadors 
Christ.”—Paul. 

“So long as we love we serve; so long 
as we are loved by others, I would al- 
most say that we are indispensible; and 
no man is useless, while he has a friend.” 
—Robt. L. Stevenson. 

For Paul to become a Christian meant 
the upturning and reversal of his life 
and thought and work. At Damascus he 
was with the disciples and preached in 
the synagogues that Christ is the Son of 
God. But all that heard him were amazed 
and said: Is not this he that destroyed 
them which called on this name in Jeru- 
salem, and came here for that intent. 
And after many days the Jews laid a 
plot to kill him. Then the disciples let 
him down by the wall in a basket. He 
made his way directly to Jerusalem. 

He was in flight as a persecuted dis- 
ciple and yet he felt as the representa- 
tive of One, mightier than all rulers. 
Probably he thought that he as a member 
of the Sanhedrin, could win the rabbis 
to the new movement, but he was bitter- 
ly disappointed. Paul stood in Jerusalem 
as his Master stood—alone. Then Barna- 
bas, his old friend, took his side and the 
apostles saw that what seemed to be too 
good to be true, was really so, that the 
learned and brilliant rabbi was a true 
member of the brotherhood. 

Paul disputed against the Grecians, 
perhaps he was trying to take the mar- 
tyred Stephen’s place in the foreign syna- 
gogue, but a plot was raised against him 
and for the second time he was forced 
to flee, 

PAUL AT HOME AGAIN 


When both Damascus and Jerusalem 
were closed to Paul, he went back home 
to Tarsus. It may have made no small 
stir among his artistocratic friends in 
Tarsus, when it was learned that this 
promising young man had been convert- 
ed to the despised sect of the Nazarenes. 
No doubt, his father was indignant and 
felt that the money he had spent on his 
son’s education was wasted and he had 
dishonored their religion. For quite a 
while he took no part in the work of the 
church. Then he heard a second call to 
service, It came this time, not thru a 
voice from heaven, but thru the voice of 
his old friend, Barnabas, he who had be- 
friended him in Jerusalem. It must have 
been a stirring story Barnabas had to tell 
Paul of the scattering of the disciples far 
and wide because of the persecution at 


for 
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Jerusalem and how the new truth had 
at last reached Antioch and that the 
Greeks as well as the Jews had _ hailed 
Jesus as the Messiah. Then Paul left Tar- 
sus and went with Barnabas to Antioch 
and for a whole year they assembled 
themselves with the church and taught 
Many people. 
REFERENCES 
Jewish Home Training, 2 Tint. 1:5;3:15- 
17. 
Paul’s Trade, Acts 18:1-3; 20:34. 
A Picture of a soldier, Eph 6:14-17. 
Greek Pastimes, 1 Cor. 9:24-27. 
A Vision of Christ, Acts 9:1-19. 
A Mistaken Conscience, 1 Tim. 1:12-16. 
A Conscience Void of Offense, Acts 24:14- 
16. 
God’s Plea for Paul, Acts 26:16-18. 
God’s Plan for Us, John 15:16, 17. 
Strength for the Task, 2 Cor. 9:8. 


LESSON FOUR 


Clay In The Hands Of 
The Potter 


Scripture, Job 33:6 
THOUGHTS FOR LEADER 


“I also am formed out of the clay.”— 
Job 33:6. Man is refined clay crumbling 
to the ground, not a refined chimpanzce 
climbing up to God. Only the deft fingers 
of the Potter’s hand can fashion anew 
this disintegrating temple of clay. 

This is affirmed by the Scriptures. 
“And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground” (Gen. 2:7). “Dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou _re- 
turn” (Gon. 3:19). “The first man is of 
the earth, earthy” (1 Cor. 15:47). The 
Hebrew word for man is “adahm,” and 
the word for ground, or earth, is adaha- 
ma, coming from the same root. 

That man is a vessel of clay is also 
confirmed by science. An analysis of the 
so:l and of the human body reveals the 
fact that both contain the following ele- 
ments: carbon, chlorine, phosphorus, 
fluovine, nitrogen, magnesium, silicum, 
aluminum, potassium, sodium, calcium, 
iron, manganese, titanium, oxygen and 


hydrogen. At current prices these ele- 
ments in our body are worth about a 
dolar. 


FASHIONED BY GOD 

“And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). 

“The Spirit of God hath made me, and 
the breath of the Almighty hath given 
me life” (Job 33:4). “But now, O Lord, 
thou art our father; we are the clay, and 
thou our potter; and we all are the work 
of thy hand” (Isa. 64:8). “Thine hands 
have made me and fash‘oned me together 
* * * as the clay * * * Hast thou not 
poured me out as milk, and curdled me 
lixe cheese? Thou hast clothed me with 
skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with 
bon’s and sinews. Thou hast granted me 
life and favor.” (Job 10:8-12.) 

The Hebrew word for spirit is ruah, 
which means “breath” or “wind.” The 
corresponding Greek term is pneuma. 
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Job says, “The Spirit of God hath made 
me.” This is evidently the Holy Spirit of 
God in operation. It was this breath 
that gave man life. It was not the mere 
breath of the lungs that was given to 
man. That would make him a living 
body, but “God breathed” something in- 
to man that made him a living soul, and 
thus man lives on throughout eternity in 
the presence of God, or separated from 
Him. There is an eternal existence for 
man, but not for the animal creation. 

Man cannot discover the secret of life, 
though God has revealed it. We can an- 
alyze a man’s body and say that it came 
from the clay. Whatever we eat comes 
from the soil, directly or indirectly. The 
Lord took the loaves and fishes and, un- 
hampered by the time element, He multi- 
plied them without the aid of the soil. 
So God, the Maker of the laws of nature, 
can overcome them by a higher law, and 
without the intervention of long periods 
of time He fashioned out of the clay, 
man. But who can analyze life? Where 
did it come from? There is only one an- 
swer: It came from God, the giver of all 
life. 

A BROKEN VESSEL 


When God breathed into Adam _ the 
breath of life, Adam received a free will. 
It was the greatest of all gifts next to the 
gift of life itself. Adam used this gift 
to take himself out of the hands of his 
Creator. The image was marred, the ves- 
sel was broken, and the clay returned 
to dust. If the vessel of clay had remain- 
ed in the hands of the Potter, it would 
never have been marred or broken. Not 
only the first vessel was marred, but ev- 
ery vessel since. ‘“‘We have turned every 
one to his own way” (Isa. 53:6). Satan 
tempted Adam and Eve to take them- 
selves out of God’s hands. This they did, 
and brought disaster upon the human 
race, Contemplate what a lovely world 
this would be if Adam and the rest of us 
were wholly in God’s hands! There would 
be no sin, no sorrow, no sickness, no suf- 
fering, no death. But today we look out 
upon a world of broken vessels. 


THE VESSEL MADE ANEW 


When we tried to be the potter we 
marred the vessel. But there is hope! He 
who made the vessel in the first place 
and fashioned it in His own hands, 
breathing into it the breath of life, can 
take the marred vessel and make it anew. 

“Then I went down to the _ potter’s 
house, and, behold, he wrought a work 
on the wheels. And the vessel that he 
made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter to 
make it” (Jer. 18:3, 4). The immediate 
reference is of course to Israel. “O house 
of Israel, cannot I do with you as this 
potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as the 
clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye 
in my hand, O house of Israel” (Jer. 18: 
6). The same Lord who will fashion 
anew the broken vessel of Israel, will 


fashion anew those who yield to Him. 
“Ye must be born again.” “Therefore if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture,” or “There is a new creation” (2 
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Cor. 5:17). 

When we are “born again” the vessel 
is indestructible. “I give unto them eter- 
nal life; and they shall never perish” 
(John 10:28). God and man are the only 
two orders of beings that have eternal 
life. Angels may have everlasting life, 
but they are created beings. Eternal life 
is uncreated life, the very life of God. 
It is given unto us, not unto angels or 
archangels, not unto cherubim or sera- 
phim, but unto man. His life is our life, 
His joy is our joy, His security is our 
security, His destiny is our destiny. What 
a tremendous gift! “Your life is hid with 
Christ in God” Col. 3:3; “Who are kept 
by the power of God” (1 Peter 1:5). 

A VESSEL UNTO HONOR 

“Let everyone that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity * * *, lf 
a man therefore purge himself from 
these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, 
sanctified, and meat for the master’s 
use, and prepared unto every good work” 
(2 Tim. 2:19-21). 

We are sanctified vessels. The vessels 
of the temple were set apart to be used 
exclusively for God’s service. Thus the 
Christian is to “do all to the glory of 
God.” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

We are vessels meet for the Master’s 
use. Ged said, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him 
an help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). The 
term “meet” is literally, “answering to 
him.” We are to be vessels answering to 
God, for we are made in His image. Eve’s 
image answered to that of Adam’s, Eve 
was to love and serve and satisfy that 
longing for fellowship in Adam’s heart. 
We are to serve Christ in a way that will 
answer to that unfathonable love He has 
for us. 

We are prepared (fully equipped) ves- 
sels. The vessel that is prepared for God’s 
service is a “clean” vessel. Would you 
fathom some of the depths of His pre- 
cious Word? The “pure in heart” see 
God. Would you have power in prayer? 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). 
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands, and a 
pure heart; who hath not lifted up his 
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord” (Ps. 24:3-5). “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God” (Ps. 51:10). 

Remember we are made of clay, aud 
it is water that makes clay pliant. Water 
is a symbol of the Word of God and the 
Holy Spirit. Let us hide the Word of God 
in our hearts and walk in the Spirit. 

The transformation from clay to the 
human body is but a faint illustration 
of what the transformation from the cor- 
ruptible to the incorruptible body will 
be. 

THE WONDER OF THE HUMAN 

BODY 

Try to contemplate the human body! 
A dollar’s worth of material! For six 
thousand years men have studied it. 
Think of the intricacies of its construc- 
tion! The circulation of the blood! The 
work of the cells! The perfect construc- 
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tion of every muscle and joint! The eye 
which photographs as no camera can! 
The ear which catches the sound! The 
voice which fills the air with music! 
The hands which construct the smallest 
watches and the tallest skyscrapers! 
That body, which though made of clay, 
outlasts man’s best machinery made of 
iron! Yet this temple of clay will crum- 
ble in the dust, but the “born again” be- 
liever can truthfully say, “We know that 
if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens.” (2 Cor. 5:1). 

Six thousand years ago God came 
down and fashioned man in His own im- 
age. Nineteen hundred years He came 
down, flung Himself into the jaws of 
death, pulled out the sting, conquered sin 
and death, left His graveclothes behind, 
and arose triumphant ascending to heav- 
en where He, the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
seated at the right hand of God. Some 
day, we believe soon, He will rend the 
skies with a shout, the trump of God 
will sound, and these temples of clay will 
be transformed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, into temples eter- 
nal in the heavens, Are you ready for 
that day to come? He invites you. 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” 

Have Thine own way Lord, have Thine 
cwn way! 

Thou art the Potter; I am the clay, 

Mold me and make me after Thy will 

While I am waiting, yielded and still. 

Arranged by Minnie Belle Jagers from 
an article by Rev. W. D. Herrstrom, 
Akron, Ohio, in “The Moody Monthly.” 


HOW THEY DIE 


(Continued from page 15) 

that the Turks were unable to under- 
stand. “Perhaps you can explain it to 
me,” he said. “Those Armenians did not 
ask for mercy, they did not weep, they 
showed no signs of fear. As they walked 
out each one fixed his eyes upon a spot 
in the sky. Then each of them would 
smile, and glory was in their faces. It 
was dreadful to us. What did it mean?” 

Then the missionary sat down and told 
that Mohammedan guard the story of 
Stephen, and how he looked up _ stead- 
fastly into Heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, while his enemies were ston- 


‘ing him to death. The Armenians doubt- 


less had a similar vision while they were 
being slain by their enemies. 

The words of the Turkish guard, “There 
is a God in Heaven, Allah the righteous 
One. He is just and I tell you He will 
some day judge Turkey for what she has 
done to the Armenians,” are already 
coming true. Since these words were ut- 
tered, for the million Armenians who 
were slaughtered, one-fourth of the in- 
habitants of the Turkish Empire, or over 
four million Turks, through wounds, mas- 
sacre, starvation or disease have been 
swept out of existence, and have been 
called to face their past lives. Judgment 
does not always wait until that great 
final Day.— From God’s Revivalist. 
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Christmas Spirit 


Oh, what is the Christmas Spirit? you ask. 
it is giving, my friend, just giving. 
‘Tis helping the weak and sharing their task ; 

To honor the Christ in your living. 


"Tis pla a message of gladness and 
cneer 

To a brother all bowed down and weary; 

‘Tis a handclasp in need, a prayer, or a tear 

When the world looks so sad, and so drear. 


‘Tis helping the widow and children forlorn, 
The sick in their pain and their dangers; 
‘Tis pity instead of unkindness and scorn; 
‘Tis love for the homeless and stranger. 


And giving, you'll find that the cruse will 
not fail, 
The handful of meal will still serve you; 
Your joy will be great, for in doing His will 
The Spirit of Christ will preserve you. 


NEWS ITEMS 


A set of very late Encyclopedias has 
been added to our library. Through very 
successful home-made candy and dough- 
nuts sales, the students are helping pay 
for these new books. Such complete co- 
operation as this student body has given 
the finance committee in this matter is 
rare in most institutions. 

* eee * 

Eight of our students had never seen 
snow before Friday, Dec. 16, but early 
that morning large flakes of snow (each 
flake aimost a snowball within itself) be- 
gan to fall and we enjoyed several days 
of about a five inch snow. 

**e* ke * * 


The personell of the male quartets ar-: 


No. 1, J. H. Walker, O. L. McCoy, Bently 
Robinson, and Lloyd McLain. 
No. 2, Alphus and Urias LaFever, James 
McCoy, and Elmo Harmon. 
No. 3, Charles Griffard, Carl Carder, Na- 
than Robinson, and James Cross. 
**x * * € 
The personell of the girls’ quartets are: 
No. 1, Misses Edith and Velma Moo°e, 
Mildred Tharp, and Mildred Blackw21l. 
No. 2, Misses Louise Bell, Willie Lee Mc- 
Clure, Omie Ricker, and Reba Goins. 
x** &*& * *& 
Quartet No. 3 plans to include Jmissouri 
in their itinerary during the Christmas 
holidays, 


* eee * 


Girls’ Quartet No. 1 visited the Church 
of God, East Chattanooga, Nov. 27. They 
also sang at the Eight County Singing 
Convention at the East Lake Presbyter- 
ian church that same day. 


Girls’ Quartet No. 2 sang at Flint 
Springs during the District Singing Con- 
vention, and they are planning to sing 
also at Etowah soon. 

This year our Christmas vacation h2- 
gins Friday and includes Monday. 


Music Department 


THROUGH SACRED MUSIC LET US 
FOLLOW ON TO GOD 

Our Music Department this term is 
nonpareil. What Heidelberg is to science, 
our Music Department is to the art of 
music. We are getting satisfactory re- 
sults; our untiring efforts are being eu- 
logized in glowing terms of antiphonal 
singing and harmonious strains of music 
that inspire our souls to greater heights 
and nobler ideals. We are grateful to a 
good God, who put music in the universal 
system for our inspiration. 

Two months of our school gone and 
four to go, and we expect the next four 
months to exceed the past. We believe in 
music because it is ordained of God; be- 
cause we love it. We teach music and we 
live music, because inspired music will 
make heaven and earth kiss each other. 

MUSIC NORMAL 

The six weeks’ Normal closed Nov. 24 
with indescribable results. The grand fi- 
nale duetto, the untiring efforts of Broth- 
er Otis L. McCoy, was more than a suc- 
cess. It was unique in presentation ind 
supported by some of the best talent and 
training found among musical artists.Tne 
unusual ability and performance border- 
ed the zenith of perfection. It was attend- 
by one of the most enthusiastic audiences 
that ever filled an auditorium. Many 
new song writers, singers, and teachers 
have been added to the music world. — 
Alphus LaFever. 


Points of Interest 


THE BIRTH OF THE B. T. S. ECHOES 

Many terms of school the officials have 
prayed, studied and planned some way 
by which we might let others know of our 
marvelous school and its abundant flow 
of God’s blessings. Yes, we have been to 
an extent successful in our efforts and 
endeavor to accomplish something for 
God. Many suggestions were presented 
and numerous ideas were given in re- 
gard to our method of advertising our 
school and bringing to your vision those 
wonderful blessings we receive while we 


stay here; but in the fall term, 1931, our 
dear Superintendent brought to us a more 
definite plan. It was through a paper, he 
said, and the student body seemed to 
heartily cooperate with him, and we 
adopted the name “Echoes.” / 

We feel that this little paper to many 
has been a continual source of sunshine 
and gcod cheer, even if it did not go into 
detail about the school; and this year we 
pray that it will be a greater blessing and 
to every reader it will be an inspiration 
and will lead to a higher and more noble 
life with Christ who came nineteen hun- 
dred years ago in the form of a precious 
little Babe for which we celebrate bless- 
ed Christmas day.—Willie Lee McClure. 

**# *¢ * © 

CHURCH OF GOD B. T. S. Y. P. E. 

This organization, consisting of prac- 
tically the entire student body, met at 
the beginning of this term of school and 
elected the new officers. They are as fol- 
lows: Carl G. Carder, President; Tate 
Blair, Vice-President; Willie Lee Mc- 
Clure, Secretary; John E. Bennett, Treas- 
urer; Grace Wheeler, Pianist; Edith 
Moore, Chorister; Aurelio Tioaquen, 
Sergeant at Arms; J. H. Walker, Parlia- 
mentarian. 

Very commendable work has been done 
each year by the Y. P. E. Thru their ef- 
forts they have raised money to purchas? 
book and and map cases, also they have 
been very helpful in other school inter- 
ests. Thru this organization practically 
all the business for the school is transact- 
ed. In its meetings they put into pragtice 
the use of parliamentary law which is so 
much needed today in all churches. We 
believe that the progress of religion 
today depends largely on the young peo- 
ple and the ministerial training of young 
ministers today and tomorrow. We be 
lieve the Y. P. E. is proving to be a real 
asset to both the school and Church to- 
day.—Yours for better service to the Lord 
and the Church of God, Carl G. Carder, 
President. 

*e * * & 

IS THE BIBLE SCHOOL A FAILURE? 
- I'll say a thousand times NO. Though 
it will be a failure, when we fail to cause 
others to love God; when we fail to eradi- 
cate hatred, envy, bitterness and strife; 
when we cease to love our enemies; when 
we fail to create new and pure purposes 
and desires; when we fail to make peace 
with God and man; and the main thing, 
when we fail to pray. 

We know it is a success, and a great 
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Bible School Echoes 
Continued 


success, because we realize that God is 
our Father. We act from spiritual mo- 
tives, and we are spiritual. We find in 
1 John 5:18 that “Whosoever is born of 
God sinneth not.” We know, too, it is a 
great success because the Lord come; 
down many times during our study pe- 
riods and blesses our souls, saves, sanc- 
tifies and gives the Holy Ghost. Yester- 
day during our mission prayer the Lord 
came down, saved one, and baptized two 
with the Holy Ghost before school was 
dismissed. 

I can’t express my appreciation for the 
Bible School and what it has meant to 
me. There are many who would like to 
be in Y. P. E. and can’t for many rva- 
sons. One thing you can do and that is 
pay for me and the ones who are here, 
for the enemy is working and trying to 
maze us doubt in everything. I can say 
that we still have the victory, thank the 
Lord. All who read this remember to 
speak a good word for the school and 
pray for the Lord to direct our every 
step, that we may all get out on the fir- 
ing line—Yours for souls, William E. 
Raney, Birmingham, Ala. 

** *£ * * 
THE SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE IN 
B. FT. &. 

I am glad to have the opportunity of 
being here in school, also to sound my 
word of praise for the Lord and the 
school. The spiritual] atmosphere here has 
meant much to me. I am not sanctified 
and do not have the Holy Ghost but visii 
the prayer room every day. I am trust- 
ing and believing that I will have the 
full blessing before the end of this term. 

Surely B. T. S. is a good place to be, 
where a person can study to show him- 
self approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed. We have a 
faculty here that we all appreciate and 
love. Each teacher is so patient and kind. 
I am sure I can’t say too much for this 
school. Truly it is a wonderful place to 
be. I did not know that I was coming be- 
fore About two weeks before leaving North 
Dakota. Thank God, I came and I am 
proud of it.—Yours in His service, Edwin 
Mortenson, Ryder, N. Dak. 

*ez ee * & 
HAVE’ BEEN GRACIOUSLY BLESSED 

This term the Bible Training School is 
enjoying many special blessings from the 
Lord. Eighty-six students, the majority 
new ones, were present at the opening 
exercises, Oct. 17. On that day we were 
favored with very encouraging remarks 
from Brother Latimer, other officials of 
the Church, School Board members, and 
ex-students, From that initial number 
our enrollment reached one hundred 
twenty. 

During these past, short two months 
we have enjoyed some very glorious ser- 
vices. Our Thanksgiving service was 2 
special feast. At recess one morning last 
week One of our unsaved girls began to 
pray for salvation. At noon she was not 
satisfied, but continued to pray thru the 
noon hour. When the students returned 
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from lunch a powerful prayer meeting 
began. When it closed at nine o’clock 
that night, two girls had been saved, 
sanctified, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost and another one saved, When 
school began a number of our students 
were unsaved but now only one remains 
unsaved. Pray that God will soon bring 
him into this marvelous light too. Since 
school began seven students have receiv- 
ed the Holy Ghost; six others have been 
saved and now desire the full blessing. 

Our preaching services on each Friday 
afternoon are r.vcaling promising talent 
for the future ministry and other church 
work. 

To keep busy is not a difficult task 
in B. T. S. Besides keeping up our daily 
lessons many of us find time to work for 
Jesus outside of school. The quartets 
have helped in various services in and 
out of Cleveland. Quartet No. 3 has held 
street meetings at both Charleston and 
Lenoir City, Tenn. Each Saturday after- 
noon, when the weather permits, Brothér 
Marvin Mortenson conducts a street meet- 
ing on the local courthouse lawn. On 
Noy. 20 three of the teachers, Brother 
Alphus LaFever, Sister Moore and I, and 
eighteen students went to the Church of 
God at Etowah, Tenn. and did our best 
to encourage the Y. P. E. there. ‘The 
Girls’ Quartet No. 1 and Boys’ Quartet 
No. 3 and several of our talented musi- 
cians were in this number. We were 
hospitably entertained and graciously 
blessed of the Lord all day. 

The depression has caused some of our 
students to leave; others are staying 
largely on faith. Won’t you ask God tu 
provide sufficient funds for each student 
here? 

We are proud and very grateful that 
the Lord has been with us these first two 
months. Some who have been in school 
before have said they never saw the Lord 
bless in such a wonderful way as He is 
blessing us this term. Christian reader, 
pray that He will continue to smile upon 
us and that we will be more deserving of 
His favor.—Mildred Blackwell. 

* e+ *& * *& 
COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT 

The Commercial Department this year 
is progressing very rapidly in their vari- 
ous subjects. Miss Ayre, our instructor, 
says the first year students are progress- 
ing extraordinarly well in bookkeeping, 
and the students that are taking the oth- 
er commercial courses are also doing 
well. 

The subjects that are given this year 
in our Commercial Department are the 
following: bookkeeping, shorthand, typ- 
ing, and commercial arithmetic, all of 
which are taught by Miss Ayre. She has 
taught school for a number of years, and 
has also had experience in the business 
world. In both of these she has had won- 
derful success and we think that is the 
main reason for our rapid progress in 
our commercial subjects. 

We have five new students this term 
in our department, and also three that 
were here last term who will graduate at 
the close of this term.—Morris Meares. 
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Lesson No. 1, Sunday, Jan. Ist. 


JOHN PREPARES THE WAY 


Text: Mark 1:11. “The beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.” Mark here 
refers to the “beginning” of the gospel 
or good news published by Jesus Christ. 
“The Son of God.” Mark asserts that Je- 
sus Christ is the Son of God, thus an- 
nouncing at once the subject and purpose 
of his writings. 

V. 2. “As it is written in the proph- 
ets.” He appeals to the voice of the proph- 
ets for support of the facts that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. The New Testa- 
ment is an unfolding of the Old. “Be- 
hold, I send my messenger before thy 
face.” The reference is to Mal. 3:1. The 
“messenger” was John the Baptist (see 
Matt. 11:10; Luke 7:27) who prepares 
the way before Jesus. See Jno. 1:29-32. 
The Old Testament required two witness- 
es to establish a fact. John declares Je- 
sus as the Lamb of God or Messiah. Je- 
sus so completely fulfilled the ministry 
described by John that He established 
proper identity that He was the Messiah. 

V. 3. “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness.” Isa. 40:3; Matt. 3:3. Perhaps 
a reference to the desolate condition of 
the kingdom of Israel; yet, it is true 
that John actually baptized in the wilder- 
ness. “A Voice.” It needs be no more than 
to cry what God commands. The Old Tes- 
tament dispensation was coming toa 
close, God had sent John to prepare the 
Jews for the reception of the new admin- 
istration. See Gal. 4:4; Heb. 9:10. “Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.” John in plainness of 
speech levels the mountains and exalts 
the valleys to prepare an approach for the 
coming Messiah. The gospel plows, used 
by anointed men, plow deep breaking up 
the valleys of the bog and slough of sin, 
leveling the pride of exalted men to hu- 
miliation, See Jas. 1:9-10. The gospel 
prepares a highway in men’s hearts for 
the coming Savior. 

Vv. 4. The work actually began, by 
John preaching and baptizing in the wil- 
derness. “Repentance,” must include re- 
pentance from sin as well as for sin. 

Vv. 5. “And there went out: * * * all 
* * * Judea, Jerusalem, and were all bap- 
tized of him in the river of Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins.” Verse five records 
the marvelous results of the preaching of 
John, the responses of the people in bap- 
tism and confession of sins. Confession 
for sin must come from a heart touched 
with the sense of guilt of sin and grieved 
for possessing such guilt. It cannot be 
verbal, or mere confession from the teeth 
outward. A confession of godly sorrow 
will obtain forgiveness of sins. 

V. 6. The clothing of John was in 
keeping with his wilderness life. Since he 
was ministering in the spirit of Elias, 
his dress would carry the very style of 
the ancient prophet. 2 Kings 1:8; Zech. 
13:4. His manner of simple life was a 

(Continued on page 28) 
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““@he Prince of Peace” 


(Continued from page 3) 


tranged from God, we were by nature at 
enmity against Him. Nations enraged 
against each other are pictured by the 
Prophet Daniel as wild beasts of prey de- 
vouring each other. The work of Jesus 
Christ was, therefore, to reconcile the 
creation back unto God by justifying it 
through faith. Furthermore His redemp- 
tive work also included the  reconcilia- 
tion of mankind unto each other into 
one body, that through Him we might 
receive the adoption of sons, whether Jew 
or Gentile, that of the twain He mighi 
make one body known as the Church. 
With this task in view, and which will 
eventually be fully accomplished, Jesus 
has fully and properly merited the title 
Prince of Peace. His work is to put down 
sin and confusion so making peace. 

In the five names ascribed unto Him, 
we find: 

1. That His birth and life was wonder- 
ful. 

2. That the purpose of His birth and 
life on earth was to give counsel. 

3. That He was God incarnate in hu- 
man flesh. 

4. That He is the everlasting Father 
of the new creation. 

5. That by means of reconciliation 
and redemption He is Prince of Peace. 

Under these five names the birth, 
work, manifestation, eternity or deity 
and final offices are more or less in 
view. 

They start with Him in _ prophetical 
view and promises, which slowly but 
surely reach the place of His birth from 
the chosen race in Bethlehem. Such was 
in harmony with God’s promise, that He 
should come of the seed of Abraham. A 
“son given,” who was to eventually as- 
cend the throne of David, and establish 
the Empire of Jesus Christ under God. 


HIS MIRACULOUS BIRTH 


“And the angel came in unto her, and 
said, Hail, thou art highly favored, the 
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women. * * * And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name 
Jesus. Then said Mary unto the angel, 
How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man? And the angel answered and said 
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come up- 
on thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore that 
holy thing that shall be born of thee 
shall be called the son of God. For with 
God nothing shall be impossible.” 

What had for many centuries, and even 
from the fall of Adam, been promised, 
here takes a new turn toward its fulfill- 
ment. In divine order and process, ac- 
cordingly Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
Joseph and Mary His mother were of the 
City of Nazareth, and having gone up to 
Jerusalem during the days of taxation, 
issued by Caesar Augustus, that the 


whole world should be taxed, in keeping 
of such a decree were found at Jerusalem 
at the time of her accomplishment. The 


unique story is told, that, “She brought 
forth her first born son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him 
in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn.” Being born in such 
an humble place may not have been in 
keeping with the pomp and display ustai- 
ly accorded those who are destined to 
be kings, but He that had created all 
things and possessed all things both by 
creative power and redemptive means, 
could not be humiliated by the denial of 
the greatest and must conspicuous things 
of an earthly life. The absence of earthly 
pomp and show afforded an occasion of 
heavenly exultation and adoration. Ac- 
cordingly, while the shepherd’s in the 
field, who were “keeping watch over 
their flocks by night,” were invited to 
share the first blessings and worship of 
the Christ Child, “the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people.” 

From Israel, a smal] pastoral flock, 
might come the “King of the Jews,” 
but His blessings and the effects of His 
redemption and reign could not be limit- 
ed unto His own house of earthly origin. 
He was to be a Savior of the lost, there- 
fore, “good tidings of great joy,” “shall 
be unto all people.” The proclamation of 
salvation unto all nations as here an- 
nounced, was based upon the fact that, 
“unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” 


HEAVENLY HOST IN ADORATION 
AND PRAISE 


“And suddenly there was with the an- 
gel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” The “multitude of the 
heavenly host” joins in, not for the sake 
of worship and praise alone, but to in- 
form us that through this Redeemer of 
mankind now born would result “glory 
to God in the highest,” that “on earth 
peace” would result, and that instead of 
God being the stern, hard Judge, that 
many picture Him to be, there is, thru 
Christ, “good will toward men.” God who 
wills all to be saved has here given a 
“sign” of that fact. 

THE FAITH OF THE SHEPHERD 


“And it came to pass as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. And 
they came with haste, and found Mary, 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a man- 
ger, and when they had seen it they 
made known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this child.” The 
days of this narrative were of such sub- 
limity, such faith, as is here apparent in 
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the shepherds, that they heralded the 
facts as told them. The obscure birth is 
known unto God, it must be known unto 
all men. 

JESUS CIRCUMCISED 


Jesus “made under the law” was ac- 
cordingly circumcised and revealed as the 
promised Savior unto those who had long 
waited His birth. “And when they had 
performed all things according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, 
to their own city Nazareth. And the 
child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 
was upon Him.” 


BORN IN BETHLEHEM 


This fact is strikingly in keeping with 
the divine plan and purpose of God. 
Bethlehem means the house of bread. The 
order is beautiful here, Jesus was that 
“bread from heaven that a man might 
eat thereof and not die;” in keeping with 
the veiled fact that He was the “living 
bread” coming to give life unto the 
world, it was in divine keeping that He 
should be born in Bethlehem or the 
house of bread. . 

HIS PREPARATION AND WORK 

In Luke 2:40 we are told that “the 
child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 
was upon him.” This was vital for the 
success of the work that was before Him. 
This describes that period of time be- 
tween His childhood and the time of His 
entry upon His public ministry. The story 
of His ministry is too well known for 
me to here paraphrase upon it. His death 
and resurrection is equally told and 
known, There is of course the unbelief 
and denial of His origin and that fact 
that He will come again, but turning to 
Luke 19:12, we have it from His own 
lips, in parable form, that “A _ certain 
nobleman went into a far country to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom, and to re 
turn. And he called his ten servants, and 
delivered them ten pounds, and said un- 
to them, Occupy till I come.” The riches 
of His grace have been entrusted to the 
Church, while He is on His heavenly mis- 
sion of intercession and _ reconciliation, 
while waiting the time of the setting up 
of his earthly reign. Though misunder- 
stood, crucified and rejected of men, He 
will return, to reign to the astonishment 
of His enemies and those who have re- 
jected Him. “And every eye shall see him, 
and they also which pierced him: and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail be- 
cause of him. Even so, Amen,” Rey. 1:7. 
“Of the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice from henceforth 
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this.” “For God so lov- 
ed the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” 





I BELIEVE: That I have become an un- 
selfish Christian only after thus shar- 
ing my Savior with all mankind. 


ee OK a 
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Sunday School Lesson 


(Continued from page 26) 


protest and rebuke to the prevalent 
worldliness and luxury of the Pharisees. 
Mark 12:58; Luke 7:25. Depending on 
God he could be dependent of the luxuries 
men possessed, therefore, he could preach 
without being afraid of losing his salary. 
He did not come eating and drinking as 
he closed the dispensation of a people 
having failed God. Jesus, however, came 
“eating and drinking” as He opened a 
new and better covenant. “Locust and 
w.ld honey.” Locust from Gr. Akris, per- 
mitted to be eaten. Lev. 11:22. Such was 
eaten by the common people of Judea. 
The Arabs still eat them. They were a 
sign of temperance, poverty and _ peni- 
tence. Honey, Gr. Meli, simply wild honey 
made by wld bees, taken from trees or 
from holes in the rocks. 

V.7. The essential thing was the Son of 
God, therefore, Christ was “mightier.” 
“The latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to stoop down and_ unloose.” 
Slaves “loose the shoes of their master,” 
thus John becomes the sérvant of Christ. 
Shoes denotes the humanity of Jesus, 
which John was unworthy to reveal. Hu- 
manity was the sandal of the Eternal 
Logos. Tall buildings have the lowest 
foundations, therefore, John must de- 
crease before an increasing Christ as 
Head over the Church of a new dispensa- 
tion. : 

V. 8. John’s baptism only a symbol of 
moral purity, which he applies to the 
body. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was 
Christ filling the soul with divine and il- 
luminating fire, also enduing or immers- 
ing the whole saint of God into a spirit- 
ual clothing. Luke 24:49. As the Spirit 
of Truth the Baptism of the Spirit en- 
lightens the mind of man and his soul. 
John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:10, 11. As the Spirit 
of holiness, He purifies the soul by re- 
fining its nature. 2 Thes. 2:13; 1 Cor. 
6:11; Titus 3:5. As the Spirit of power, 
He imparts gifts and graces suitable for 
the work the recipient is chosen to do. 
Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 12:8. 

Vv. 9. Jesus was baptized when He was 
about thirty years of age (Luke 3:23), 
which was the age that the Levites en- 
tered the ministry of the tabernacle. 
Num. 3:3, 4. Place: on the eastern bank 
of the Jordan near Jericho, The Son, the 
Father and the Holy Spirit all attended 
this sacred rite. 

V. 10. And “straightway coming up 
out of the water.” Straightway, meaning 
immediately; a servant’s word. “He saw 
the heavens opened,’ from the Gr. 
Schidzomenous, meaning literally “rent 
asunder.” The powers of Satan lodged in 
the heavenlies were rent and defeated 
when Jesus was endued with the Holy 
Ghost as the Son of God. The descending 
Spirit here endues God’s prophet, priest 
and King with power for such ministry. 

V. 11. The acceptance of God on the 
part of Jesus Christ as to what He had 
now done, and especially with respect 
that “He was well pleased” for Him to 
enter upon His ministry, attested by His 
acts of obedience. 
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NOTICES 


Through a mistake the church it 
Un.on, Miss. was left out of the Minuies 
but we are informed that it was set in 
order last September and is in good work- 
ing O.der with Brother Dock Spires, Box 
2vu4, as clerk. 

* kek 

We are in one of the best revivals we 
have ever had. Twenty-four have been 
saved and eighteen added to the church 
in two weeis. Twelve of these are men 
and six are women. Sister Helen L. Mor- 
10W was doing the preaching but she had 
io leave for New York this morning. We 
are continuing the revival as the altar is 
full. We have the largest membership in 
Pennsylvania now. Surely the Church of 
God is rising and shining in this state— 
Your brother and sister in Christ, Ralph 
and Clara Koshewitz, Williamsburg, Pa. 

* kee * € 

The Church of God at Kermit, W. Va. 
wishes to hear from the following at once 
concerning their spiritual condition: Jo'in 
Stanley, Erie Stanley, Myrtle Doss, and 
Bell Pack. If not heard from before next 
conference you will be excluded from tie 
church.—Willie Damron, clerk, Warfield, 
Ky. 

* ek * & 

The Church of God at Lake Wales, Fla. 
would like to know the whereabouts and 
spiritual condition of Sister Mollie Beas- 
ley. If not heard from by next quarterly 
conference, her name will be dropped.— 
H. F. Rogers, clerk,-L. R. Alderman, pas- 
tor, 45 Walker St., Lake Wales, Fla. 

* ee * & 

God surely is blessing His people at 
Pikesville and I thank God for that. The 
people like to hear our pastor preach. He 
preaches the Bible. Pray for us that we 
will do the things that will be pleasing 
to God.—Irene Guinn, Scottsboro, Ala. 

**e£ & € & 

Correc.ion: In my notice to ministers, 
churches and Sunday Schools of Missis- 
sippi in the Dec. 3rd issue, the statement 
which read, “Ministers, stay with your 
churches this winter and evangelize next 
summer,” should have read, “Let no min- 
ister (or pastor) stay with the churches 
this winter and evangelize next sum- 
mer.”—T, M. McClendon, Overseer. 

oe 8 9 

We have just closed a revival at Co- 
lumbus, Ga. with sixteen saved, fourteen 
sanctified and eleven filled with the Holy 
Ghost. We are in a revival now at Phenix 
City, Ala. Please pray for us.—yYour 
brother in Christ, A. H. Batts, Phenix 
City, Ala. 

x** * * *€ 

A revival is now in progress at Dillon 
with Brother Odis Smith, our pastor, in 
charge. Large crowds are attending. Some 
are praying thru and many seekers are 
at the altar. God is blessing. We have 
had the best order we ever had. Pray 
that God will continue to bless and many 
men and women, boys and giris will turn 
from their evil and wicked ways and ac- 
cept Jesus as their Savior. 

If any one has the song ballad “I be- 
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lieve the good old Bible from beginning 
to the end” and will send it to me, I 
will return postage for same.—A brother 
in Christ, George Soles, clerk, Rt. 2, Dil- 
lon, S. C. 

x** * * & 

To the clerks of South Carolina and 
to all who are interested in writing me: 
My present adress is 620 E. Whitner St., 
Anderson, S. C.—Geo. W. Cooper. 

* eee 

We are in a good revival at West 
Junction, Ohio. Souls are praying thru. 
Pray for this meeting—The pastor, 
Herschel] Dillinger, Rt. 6, Jackson, Ohio. 

*x* * ee * 

To whom it may concern: Our new ad- 
dress is Kentwood, La.—Jack M. Cocka:r- 
ell. 

* * ee & 

Sometime ago I received a letter from 
a Church of God brother and sister (I be- 
lieve from Alabama, but I am not sure) 
and I lost their letter thus could not 
make any reply. They wanted wife, baby 
and me to make our home with them. 
They were a family of three. If they read 
this, please let us hear from you again 
if your offer is still open. Or if any one 
else in the South near a congregation of 
Church of God saints could give me work 
and a home for my family, I would like 
to hear from you. I am a member of the 
Church of God and stand firm for her 
teachings. I am saved, sanctified and fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghost and have no 
home or employment here. I am tried on 
every hand but my trust is in God alone. 
—George Bates, Rt. 2, Box 109, Red Oak, 
lowa. 

x** *£ es & 

To the pastors, clerks and laity of the 
state of Virginia: Are you interested in 
helping others? Would you like to bring 
joy to some one? make some one’s Christ- 
mas a happier one? God gave His Son 
because He loved us. The wise mei 
brought gifts to the baby Jesus because 
they loved Him. Our custom of giving 
presents at Christmas dates back to the 
birth of Jesus. Down thru the centuries 
this has been practiced. Shall we forsake 
this custom now, or shall we still prove 
our love to our friends and fellowmen? 
This year you may say, Depression has 
robbed me of this privilege. But, has it? 
Let’s do our best. 

Our State Overseer, Brother L. L. 
Vaught, has been devoting his entire 
time to the work of the state, his family 
sacrificing that he may do so, and now 
shall we entirely forget all of this? Let 
us not. It would be wonderful if each 
church in Virginia would send a nice box 
of candies, oranges, toys or clothing to 
his wife and dear little children. Is there 
a church in Virginia that could not do 
this? If so, send them a greeting card 
that they may know you ever think of 
them. Let us make this the happiest 
Christmas we have ever known, by mak- 
ing some one else happy. Smiles and 
kind words help so much along life’s 
highway. Time is swiftly passing, let us 
work while it is day, for night is com- 
ing (the long night of death) when no 

(Please look on next page) 
































December 24, 1932 


Music 


(Continued from page 6) 

those days music was used for many 
purposes. Kings used it in their courts 
usually to create a happy mood but it 
was used also for funerals. David play- 
ed music to quiet Saul when he was in 
a rage. Even love songs are alluded to 
in Psa. 45, Isa. 5:1 and Songs of Solo- 
mon. Should we condemn our young peo- 
ple for singing a song that embraces 
true love? If it is wrong to sing about 
love, it is wrong to be in love. In Paul’s 
writing he commands the Ephesians to 
sing, Eph. 4:19; also to ‘the Colossians, 
Col. 3:16. 

We should, if we have a vo‘ce to sing 
try and learn music, not for fame and 
to get the applause of men but to glorify 
God more perfectly. Every church should 
try to learn to sing better and the way 
to do that is to see that you have singing 
schools in your churches. 

Some will say to sing by note will kill 
the Spirit. A spirit that good singing 
that is sung by note would kill 
ought to be killed so dead it would 
never survive and then our churches 
would begin to learn to sing in a way 
that would attract the people who know 
what music really is. 

Some will say they don’t like new 
songs. They forget the songs they sing 
were new at one time. Some _ thought 
when Charles Wesley began to write 
new songs that he would ruin the song 
services, They are old songs now, yet we 
wouldn’t discard them. Of course it is 
uard for you to appreciate new songs un- 
less you can sing by no‘e. We need choirs 
in our churches that can read music so 
it won’t take them a whole year to learn 
a new song and instead of singing about 
five or six songs in a book till you get 
sick and tired of them you could learn 
a new one occasionally. We need those in 
our choir who can sing. You wouldn’t 
want a preacher in the pu:pit who could 
not preach. Why should a person who 
could not carry a tune be in the choir? 

You may ask, how can we have train- 
ed choirs? There are many ways but let 
me suggest a few. Select some young per- 
son that is musically inclined and per- 
suade him to go to some music school. 
The Bible School Normal beginning at 
the opening of each term of B.T.S. would 
be a good place. The Normal lasts for 
six weeks but the Bible ScHool has a 
course of music that in six months an 
apt student would have a fair knowledge 
of music. He could come back to his 
church and train a choir. The Sunday 
School could start a fund for the pur- 
pose of supporting a singing school. If 
you get the money you can get a teach- 
er. Where there is a will there is a way. 

If David and Solomon had trained 
choirs in God’s service why shouldn't 
we? Music has been in the world a long 
time and will never cease except with 
those who go to the dark regions of de- 
spair. For those who have been faithful 
to the end, have sung for God’s glory 
and.advanced the cause of good singing 
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on this earth. When they shall have 
crossed over death’s chilly tide to the 
celestial shores of everlasting song there 
will be prepared a musical reception 
Such as this world has never known. 
When King David swoops across the 
strings of that golden harp with his glo- 
rified fingers and the heavenly band 
strikes up that perfect chord that echoes 
thru all heaven’s grand domain no one 
will have to be told they are in heaven. 
Let’s go to heaven where singing will 
never end. 


Bethlehem 


(Continued from page 7) 


David kept his flock. The entire family 
of David lived for years in this vicinity 
and the town became known as the city 
of David. 


Bethlehem means the house of bread 
and it is thought that it was so named 
because of the fertility of that part of 
the country which caused good crops. It 
was perhaps looked upon as the granary 
of southern Palestine. Though Bethlehem 
had some reputation as the town of 
David and as a granary and other things 
of note, it did not achieve its greatest 
significance until the fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Micah 3:2 “But thou, Bethla- 
hem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from ever- 
lasting ” It was this happening that made 
Bethlehem the house of bread, for there, 
in fulfillment of prophecy, was born Je- 
sus Christ, “The Bread of Life.” This 
bread was that which was to satisfy the 
spiritual longing of a_ dissatisfied and 
discontented world. The angel said io 
the shepherds, “Behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be t« 
all people.” Luke 2:10. The _ bread 
was there referred to as a Savior. 


As we approach Bethlehem we see a 
great mass of buildings on the east side 
of town. This is the Church of the Na- 
tivity. A church was built there by the 
first Christian Emperor. The basilica is 
still there and is said to be the oldest 
Christian church in the world. The 
Church of the Nativity is jointly owned 
by the Latin, Orthodox and Armenian 
churches, The traditional site of the man- 
ger is in a cave under the choir. Into 
this we descended by a flight of stairs. 
The vault is thirty-three feet by eleven 
feet and the walls are lined with Italian 
marble. They are decorated with numer- 
ous lamps, embroidery, sacred vessels 
and figures of saints. On the east side of 
the grotto, under an altar, we are shown 
a silver star let into the pavement which 
marks the place where Christ was born. 
Around this is the inscription, “Hic de 
Virgin Maria Jesus Christus Natus Est.” 
Above this spot are fifteen silver lamps 
which are kept burning perpetually. Six 
of these belong to the Orthodox, four to 
the Latins and five to the Armenians. 
Such is the picture in part of the birth- 
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place of Christ. Whether or not tradi- 
tion is exactly correct it must be some- 
where near, for these sites have been 
pointed out for over eighteen centuries. 

Somewhere near the place described 
came the wise men from afar, perhaps 
from Persia or Babylonia. These men 
were astrologers. They believed that un- 
usual appearances in the heavens led to 
some great supernatural happening. 
God uscd this to direct them across the 
broad Syrian desert. Thus they came 
with gifts to Him who was born “King 
of the Jews.” This was the first Christ- 
mas and since that time we commemo- 
rate that great event by giving gifts one 
to another. The supreme gift to all is Je- 
sus, and there is no better way to com- 
memorate or celebrate Christmas than to 
yield oneself entirely to Him. 


BETHLEHEM 
Bethlehem, thou blessed town, 
Town of great antiquity, 
Though in Judah thou art small, 
Thou art great in prophecy. 


In the fields surrounding thee, 
The idyll of fair Ruth was laid, 

Which entered in the royal line, 
A pretty Moabitish maid. 


David as a youth was there, 
Mid thy hills he kept his sheep, 
Led them forth with tender care 
Thru the vales and caverns dcep; 


Smote the lion and the bear, 
Which came up against his flock, 
Cut them down with sling and stone, 
Leaving them ‘neath craig and rock 


Here it was that Samuel came 
And anointing oil did bring, 
Poured it on the youthful head, 
Making David Israel’s king. 


The greatest gift that e’er could be, 
To all the world was given, 

A gift of peace and happiness, 
A gift supreme from heaven. 


So hail to thee, thou little town, 
For thee we give a cheer, 

In thy remcmbrance now we g.ve, 
For Christmas time again is here. 


NOTICES 


one can work. Would it not be wonder- 
ful if Jesus should come this Christmas? 
Who knows, but that He may? Shall He 
find you working, watching as the shep- 
herds were that first Christmas, or shall 
we be sleeping as the residents of Bethle- 
hom were? Please think quickly, pastors 
or clerks, and let’s put this plan in oper- 
ation and cheer the hearts of Sister 
Vaught and the children.—Respectfully, 
Mrs. Mary Morris, 201 Park St., Marion, 
Va. 
** *&**# & 

To those concerned: I live at Young’s 
Corner, one-fourth mile from the Church 
of God. My new address is Rt. 3, Broox- 
ville, Ind—yYour brother in Christ, 
Wardie Mann. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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EDITORIALS 


(Continued from page 4) 
of divine truth as it is in Jesus. 
APOSTLES 


The apostles were pioneers with Jesus 
Christ, in laying the foundation of the 
Christian religion and are so reckoned 
as constituting a part of that foundation. 
However, they were only concerned so 
far as that the teachings began through 
Jesus were continued through -them as 
the first ministers of the New Testa- 
ment. The whole foundation and fabric 
of the Church of God must rest and de- 
pend upon the message of Jesus Himself 
and as continued thru His apostles for 
spiritual life and authority. “Other foun- 
dation can no man lay.” That is, other 
ways of salvation or means of escape can 
no man originate, that will stand the 
tests and weather the storm of Satan. 
Themelio in a causative sense means to 
ground, establish, render firm and un- 
wavering. This is the exact copy of the 
religion of Jesus Christ in the beginning 
of the Christian era. Religion was “root- 
ed and grounded;” it was established firm 
and unwavering. Religion existed as a 
fact, was treated as a fact, and _ there- 
stead of it being treated as a fact now, 
it is treated as a farce. When Peter was 
asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son 
of man am?” he answered emphatically, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God.” 

THE CHURCH ENDUED 


The Church of God as the PILLAR and 
GROUND of the TRUTH was endued 
wih a wondrous baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, which in its fight against sin and 
conflict with the devil led its inspired 
apostles and prophets “in the way of all 
truth.” The church being in possession 
of the Spirit of truth could continue to 
preach and practice the things of Jesus 
Christ, its divine head and glorified lead- 
er. It was the office of the Holy Spirit 
to receive of the things of Jesus and 
shew them “unto you.” The reason and 
the only reason that men have invented 
theories of evolution and methods of sci- 
entific research to take the place of the 
Christian religion is because they are 
void of the Spirit of truth. The reason 
ministers stand in the pulpit today and 
deny the blood of Jesus Christ as a 
remedy for sin, denying also the virgin 
birth, is that they are naked before God 
and have not spiritual clothing. They 
have no spiritual possession, therefore, 
they must invent something of their own. 
Nevertheless, the foundation of God 
standeth sure.” 2 Tim. 2:19. The word 
used here for foundation is the same 
word as used above and gives us to un- 
derstand that the fixed principle of faith 
and teachings of Jesus Christ are an em- 
bodiment of divine truth and are, there- 
fore, “sure.” That is, they continue for 
the ages, that all men may embrace them 
as bonified and genuine. Truth endureth 
unto all generations. Men may criticize, 
they may rage and try to put down the 
Word of God by pointing to incongru- 
ities, but it endureth forever. 
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ANOTHER BUILDETH 

In 1 Cor. 3:10 we are told that “anoth- 
er buildeth thereupon,” that is, upon Je- 
sus Christ as a foundation. Only that 
which He has directed and is properly in 
harmony with Him will stand when it is 
tried. For, “Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall declare 
it because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man’s work 
of what sort it is.” Accordingly we are 
admonished to lay “up in store for them- 
selves a good foundation against the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eter- 
nal life.” The same word is here used in 
the original text for foundation and has 
the idea of building and “laying up in 
store” according to the same fixed and 
established rule of the revelation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. “Yea, so have I 
strived to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named, lest I should build 
upon another man’s foundation.” The 
apostle was not building on “other men’s 
foundation;” he was an inspired apostle, 
associated with Jesus Christ; his message 
was inspired and he had no time to con- 
sider building upon things other than 
that which had been revealed or taught 
him by Jesus Christ. Gal. 1:16; 1 Cor. 
11:28. 

HAS NOT CHANGED 

God has not changed; His faithfulness, 
His lovingkindness is as active today as 
yesterday. “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and today, and for the age” was 
God’s gift uato the Church, that all gen- 
erations born or unborn might have the 
Same assurance of blessing. Such was 
the end of their (the apostles and those 
having rule) conversation.” Therefore, 
the message of the Church is the same to- 
day as in days of yore. It has the same 
unchangeable truth at hand to preach, 
and where departure is made men be- 
come responsible for the loss sustained. 
The purpose of the gospel is to redeem 
and build up the human race in Chris- 
tian grace, upon the “foundation of Je- 
sus Christ and the apostles and prophets,” 
which through Him “fitly framed togeta- 
er for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit. That Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to com- 
prehend with all saints wWat is the 
breadth, and length, and depth and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth all knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of 
God,” Eph. 2:20-28; 3:17-19. Instead of 
being “rooted and grounded in him,” 
there is everywhere that shallowness in 
Christian grace, which results in a con- 
stant decline. God intended the Church 
to “grow up into Him.” Why then are 
we criticized and misunderstood for 
standing for and insisting that the fol- 
lowers of Christ return to the doctrine, 
practices, and fundamental experiences of 
Christian grace of the early church. 

SAME MESSAGE 


Brethren, we have the same message 
of Christ and His apostles, there is no 
time to let up. We must build according 
to the pattern and upon the “foundation” 
that God has given. We have according- 
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ly arranged that there may be in the 
cover of the Evangel, if possible, a glow- 
ing reflection of its message and pur- 
pose within. 
GLOBES 

The globes represent the field of labor 
of the Church, through which God in- 
tended that “all nations” should hear the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. A God of love 
would go even further than that, to in- 
sist that “every creature” should have a 
chance to hear of redeeming love. We are 
commanded to preach the gospel unto ail 
nations and equally so to every creature. 

THE DOVE 

Represents the ever blessed Holy Spir- 
it which is the power of the church, 
which came to inspire and direct not 
only our effort Godward but equally so 
that of reaching the lost and dying. May 
we ever petition the presence and power 
of God in our worship and efforts fur 
Him, standing uncompromisingly upon 
the fundamentals of Christian grace, to 
the intent that we may “establish, render 
firm and unwavering” the work that God 
has entrusted unto us. “Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication of all 
saints; and for me, that utterance may 
be given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly, to make known the mys- 
tery of the gospel.” Eph. 6:18-19. 


* ee * & 


SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW FOR THE 
EVANGEL 


After the Christmas issue E. L. Sim- 
mons of Chattanooga, Tenn. will start a 
series of articles on his travels in Pales- 
tine. These will be very interesting and 
instructive. You should not miss reading 
them. S. W. Latimer, General Overseer, 
will be writing from time to time on pas- 
torial and Church theology as well as 
items of general interest in the Church 
at large. 

The editor will also be writing on vari- 
ous subjects that will be timely and help- 
ful. T. S. Payne, State Overseer of Ten- 
nessee, has promised us a series of ar- 
ticles on the “Second Coming of the 
Lord.” These should be inspiring and of 
great interest to all Bible readers. Rev. 
J. L. Goins of Knoxville, Tenn., has prom- 
ised a series of lectures on  prophetical 
subjects that will be of equal interest, 
blessing and enjoyment to the readers. 

Rev. J. P. Hughes of Eldorado, Ill. has 
promised a series of lectures on Revela- 
tion which we feel will be a spiritual up- 
lift and blessing to the readers of the 
paper, and remember that Rev. Earl 
Paulk, State Overseer of Michigan, is al- 
so on the Editorial Staff and will be writ- 
ing from time to time on various sub- 
jects. With his keen scriptural memory 
it will be a great blessing to our people 
in general. 

Rev. John C. Jernigan, State Overseer 
of Kentucky, one of our wide-awake and 
very ambitious authors and ministers, 
will also be writing on diversified sub- 
jects which -will be a blessing to all. Rev. 
Paul H. Walker, State Overseer of North 
and South Dakota, will be writing on 
various subjects of general interest. 
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Brother Walker is a very brilliant and 
successful minister and will be bringing 
to us articles of blessing and faith. 

There will also be a constant flow of 
articles from different of our ministers 
of equal ability of those mentioned which 
will result in a more blessed and helpful 
ministry to our readers. With the discon- 
tinuation of the death notices, resulting 
in more room in the paper for Bible sub- 
jects, we feel you will appreciate 
the large variety of subjects from time 
to time.—Faithfully, the Editor. 

* * ee & 

Concerning the publication of obitu- 
aries in the Evangel as has been a form 
of practice. We wish to say that owing to 
the general dissatisfaction that exists be- 
cause of continuing this practice, we 
have decided that after the amount of 
obituaries we now have on hand are pub- 
lished we will discontinue this feature. 
We trust no one will feel hurt as the con- 
stant demand for more reading matter 
in the form of teachings and instructions 
from God’s Word makes it necessary for 
us to make this change. 

xs keke 


“Che Birth of “Ghe 
Babe Jesus 


(Continued from page 5) 


Son of God to be conceived and born and 
pass thru the stages of human growth, 
but in truth the interval between God 
and man is so infinitely great that the 
minute difference between infancy and 
manhood is of no consequence. The mar- 
vel is that the Son of God should con- 
sent to become man at all. It is no addi- 
tional marvel that He should become an 
infant. If it was expedient for the human 
race which He came to redeem, that He 
should pass thru all the stages of a truly 
human experience, then the same infinite, 
longing condescension that caused Him 
to become man would cause Him to be 
conceived and born. It is a fact admitted 
by the most skeptical that the human 
birth of Jesus Christ has appealed to the 
imagination of manxind more perhaps 
than any other event of His life and has 
produced permanent effects of the ut- 
most importance. See Luke 1:41-52. It 
has abolished the once common crime of 
infancitide by teaching that infant life 
is sacred. It has raised the dignity of wo- 
men and produced in men the feeling of 
chivalry toward them, which is essential- 
ly Christlike and was unknown to the 
ancient world. It has fortified mother- 
hood and family life. It has placed chas- 
tity both in men and women in the fore- 
front of Christian virtues. It has meant 
a new importance to childhood so that 
kindness to children and a willingness to 
conform to the ideal character of child- 
hood are marks of true Christianity. The 
human birth of Jesus is thus justified 
both by its results and its adoption to 
human needs. Jesus Christ came to save 
all by means of Himself. He passed thru 
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every age, becoming an. infant for in- 
fants, a child for children, a youth for 
youths, an elderly man for elderly men, 
that He might be a perfect Master of ail 


INCARNATION AND VIRGIN 
BIRTH 


A difficulty has been felt in our day in 
accepting the miracle associated with the 
conception of our Lord. This arises chief- 
ly from the fact that the two Gospels 
which record it relate the two acts in a 
different manner. Both Gospels as a 
whole, agree in their narrative if you 
will take the whole trend of each on?2. 
Jesus was not an ordinary man. He was 
one who according to credible testimony, 
worked many miracles including the rais- 
ing of the dead and concluding an abso- 
lutely unexampled career by rising from 
the dead and ascending into Heaven. The 
miraculous way in which Jesus left this 
earth thus removes all theoretical diffi- 
culty from the miracle by which He en- 
tered into the world. The appearance of 
the angel to Mary and her salutation to 
Elizabeth, also the angel appearing to 
Zechariah while he was in the Holy of 
Holies, sets forth this miraculous birth 
in a way that it is not an unexpected 
thing to those who are close to God. It 
was to Mary that Gabriel appeared, Luke 
1:26. Luke gives an account of her visit 
to Elizabeth. “But Mary kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.” 
Luke gives a full account of these things 
in the first and second chapters which 
is much fuller than Matthew’s. When 
Luke was gathering his account, Mary 
the mother of Jesus was still alive and 
no doubt he got it direct from her lips. 


Following the angel’s message to the 
shepherds, we also have an account of 
the wise men in the country away to the 
east of Judah. They are what are known 
as astronomers, or were called star gaz- 
ers in their day, and they discovered the 
star. They were historians because they 
knew that this was a token that a king 
or a ruler had been born and they came 
to Jerusalem inquiring, stating that they 
had seen the star and they had come to 
worship Him. These wise men were very 
rich. They planned at once to make this 
long journey and to bring precious gifts 
to the new-born King. It seems from the 
account given that they had in mind to 
worship Him as their Savior. 

For many days they traveled across 
the sandy desert until they came to the 
fertile country where the Jews lived. 
They hurried to the king’s palace think- 
ing that this would be a joyous message 
to him. Herod, whom the emperor of 
Rome had set up over the land of Judah, 
was a jealous-hearted, treacherous man 
and he was troubled and all Jerusalem 
with him. They had heard nothing about 
this wonderful baby. No doubt sin and 
transgression had separated them from 
God. Herod was troubled because he did 
-not want the new King to take his 
throne. He passed an awful decree to kill 
all the male children from two years 
down. History says this included his own 
son. It makes my heart ache to read the 
account of this ungodly king. 
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HOW WE SHOULD CELEBRATE 
THIS DAY 


It should be celebrated in prayer and 
thanksgiving to God for the One who 
left His throne in glory and came to 
earth to redeem our souls back to God. 
The Christmas feast is all right, it is 
a time of rejoicing, but the main object 
for the Christian should be to make some 
one else happy. “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” We in turn should even sacrifice 
in making others happy. The millions of 
unemployed in our land today need a 
word of cheer. Christians should put 
forth their best efforts at this time to 
turn their minds and hearts toward God. 
Think of the deception that is in this 
fair land of ours today from the Athe- 
ists and those who denounce the divinity 
of Jesus Christ. They are taking advan- 
tage of the poor and turning their minds 
and hearts away from God, promising 
them something that they cannot give. 
I feel that as Christians today we should 
put forth extra effort to feed and clothe 
and make those who are misfortunate 
happy. It is nice to give presents to our 
special friends and immediate families, 
but somehow this never did appeal to 
me. It is for others that Jesus came and 
died and it is for others that Christiaus 
should live, labor and sacrifice. 


Wishing you a merry Christmas and 
happy New Year, I am yours truly. 


NOTICES 


WANTED.—I want to buy a good tent, 
fifiy feet circle or larger.—Your brother 
in Christ, C. W. Wills, Box 198, Sham- 
rock, Fla. 

Note: We ran this ad two weeks ago 
but gave the adress as Shamrock, Tex., 
which was incorrect. 

*s* * * @ 

To whom it may concern: My address 
is now Box 37, Tappan, N. Y.—William 
Mo.row, Overseer of New York. 

** *& * & 

We are in a revival here at Bonne Tex- 
re. The Lord is biessing wonderfully. 
Twenty have been saved, seventeen sanc- 
tified, fifteen filled with the Holy Ghost. 
A Baptist deacon received the Holy 
Ghost Sunday. Brother Frea Smith and 
Sister Louise Spain of Benton, Ill. are 
helping in the song service, and the spe- 
cials they render certainly are a bonst 
to any meeting. Pray for this revival. — 
G. P. Gower, pastor. 

** * * & 

To the ministers and churches in North 
Ca olina: We are calling a state-wide 
watchnight service for the benefit of our 
ministers in this state and the churches, 
with every member, as well. We trust 
this to be a service that every one as far 
as possible wil] attend and take part ‘n, 
to renew our vows, obligations, and to 
draw near the Lord for the work duty 
may demand of us. We are expecting tu 
send a program to each church, D. V.— 
John L. Stephens, Overseer of North 
Carolina. 
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ADONIRAM JUDSON, Apostle of Burma 


How Judson met the 
black-eyed Ann Hasseltine and won this 
charming girl who also had a desire fqr 
adventure is told early in the story. How 


they together faced a 


field, hand in hand, daring 
courage and an indomitable faith in God many to Christ The natives 


to carry the gospel message into the dan- 


gerous land of Burma 
Cloth bound, 128 pages. 


eS 
D.L.MOODY 


SOUL WINNER 


curly-headed, 


plorer of Africa—Kleeberger. 


pages. 


HENRY MARTYN, Apostle to the Mo- 
hammedans—Lopez. 

Henry Martyn lived a _ strenuous life. 
On his tombstone the epitaph is rightly 
inscribed to him—‘“A flame of fire.’’ An 
inspiration to youth, his life leads itself 
to inspirational biographical, material 
for youth, Cloth bound. 129 pages. 


DWIGHT L. MOODY, The Soul-Winner 


—Rowe. 


Young people will be inspired to big- 


DAVID LIVINGSTONE, Missionary-Ex- 


Livingstone went right into the jungles 
of Africa where wild animals abounded 
on every side. Many thrilling encounters 
mission did he meet. He taught the simple gos- 
by sheer pel story to the wild natives and won 

loved him 
ard the deeds of value and loyalty shown 
related him make a beautiful story. Cloth. 128 


Books that should be in ‘Your Home 


THE CHRISTIAN HERO SERIES a 


JOHN BUNYAN—tThe Immortal Dream- 
er—McCreary. 


You know Bunyan wrote the famous 
book—Pilgrim’s Progress, but do you 
know he was one of the greatest preach- 
ers of his day? Do you know he wrote 
over sixty other books? 

The author tells you about the long 
tedious twelve years’ imprisonment be- 
cause of his strong religious convictions. 
Illustrated. 128 pages. 


: 


TERS 


It was 


ger, better things after reading of this 
great man. Moody was original, dashing, 
and possessed of uncommon tact. Many 
are the thrilling and humorous events 
pictured in the story. His experience in 
the great Chicago fire, his  trave!s 
abroad. Several pages of anecdotes that 
only Moody could produce, and one of 
Moody's best sermons, Cloth bound, 128 


pages, 


JAMES HUDSON TAYLOR, Pioneer Mis- 
sionary of Inland China—Hunnex. 
The author is particularly fitted to 

make the story interesting and accurate 
because of her experiences, Chinese life, 
manners, and customs are charming, and 
this story of Taylor is one of unusual 
interest. Cloth bound. 154 pages. 


JOHN G. PATON, Hero of the South 

Seas—Byrum, 

It is difficult to find a good place to 
stop reading until you turn the last page 
of this book. Much of the story is in the 
form of a dia'og. A very good account 
of the life of this famous missionary to 
the cannibals. Cloth bound, 127 pages. 


CHARLES H. SPURGEON, Prince of 
Preachers—Adcock. ‘ 
prophesied that Spurgeon 


would become a great preacher when he 
was yet a lad. The prophecy came true. 
Before he was twenty years old he had 
achieved a great popularity. Wil!l inspire 
Christian principles in all who read the 
book. Illustrated. 116 pages. 


MARTIN LUTHER, The Lion-Hearted 


Reformer—Morrison., 


It required a man of iron nerve and 


courage to do what Luther did. How he 
fearless'y took his stand against the cor- 
ruption of the Roman Church in the 
face of losing his life is a most absorb- 
ing story. Cloth bound. 125 pages. 


JOHN WESLEY, The Christian Hero — 

Egermeier. 

The life of the great Wesley, preacher 
and reformer, is well told. His life was 
full of events—gripping ones. He loved 
God, and dared to do God's bidding. In- 
spiring and uplifting. Cloth bound. 128 





pages. 


Bright colored jackets—Cloth bound. Price, 75 cents each. Every 


home should have a complete set of 10 volumes. Price $6.75 postpaid. 


Order of 


Church of God Publishing House 


CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 
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